
MONDAY, MAY 6
11:30 a.m. Interlude (Lounge)

TUESDAY, MAY 7
6:30 p.m. United International Christian
   Fellowship (Lounge)

WEDNESDAY, MAY 8

THURSDAY, MAY 9
6:30 p.m. Gospel choir rehearsal (Lounge)

FRIDAY, MAY 10
Church office closed

SATURDAY, MAY 11
6:30 p.m. United International Christian
   Fellowship (Rm 270)

NEXT SUNDAY, MAY 12
8:30 a.m.
• Dwelling in Prayer and the Word (Swedish room)

9:30 a.m.
• Sunday Worship (Dan Collison preaching)(Sanctuary)
• Children’s programming during worship
 Nursery – infants through age 3  
    (nursery & toddler room)
 Children's church – ages 4 through 
    5th grade (room 252)

11:30 a.m.
• Arts & crafts/prayer shawl group (Green Room)

12:30 p.m.
•  Street Voices of Change (Lounge)

First Covenant Church events are listed in bold type.

Dan Collison, Lead Pastor / dcollison@1stcov.org
Ashley Aamot, Office Manager /info@1stcov.org
Heather Albinson, Volunteer Visual Arts Associate / info@1stcov.org
Lisa Albinson, Digital Content Manager / info@1stcov.org
Bruce Balgaard, Director of Worship / bbalgaard@1stcov.org
Todd Bratulich, Pastor for Community and Mission Engagement / 
         tbratulich@1stcov.org
Carma Gjerning, Pastor of Formation & Families / cgjerning@1stcov.org
Ashley Grinnell, Associate Music Director / info@1stcov.org
Andrea Hollingsworth, Theologian in Residence / 
         ahollingsworth@unitedseminary.edu
Brian Ogren, Managing Director / bogren@1stcov.org
Robert Robinson, Artist in Residence / info@1stcov.org
Doug Vigoren, Facilities Manager / dvigoren@1stcov.org

810 S. 7th Street
Minneapolis, MN 55415
www.1stcov.org

612-332-8093
info@1stcov.org

Heard something great, but didn't 
have a chance to make a note? 
Head to 1stcov.org this week and grab 
the MP3 of today's sermon!

TODAY, 
MAY 5, 2019

THIS WEEK AT 
FIRST COVENANT

8:30 a.m.
•  Dwelling in Prayer and the Word (Swedish room)
9:30 a.m.
•  Worship (sanctuary)
•   Children’s programming during worship 
  Nursery – infants through age 3
     (Nursery & Toddler Room)
  Children’s church – ages 4 through 5th 
     grade (Room 252)

11:30 a.m.
•  First Sunday Lunch (Erik the Red)

12:30 p.m.
•  Street Voices of Change (Lounge)

3:30 p.m.
•  Love Concert: A Fundraiser for Robert Robinson
(St. Joan of Arc Church in South Minneapolis)

"Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee"
Welcome and greeting
"Breathe It In, Breathe It Out"
"Dona Nobis Pacem"
"Great Is Thy Faithfulness"
Children are dismissed for children’s church
Offering
"Fields of Gold"
Message: "The mystery of evil" (Matthew 13:24-30)
Communion
"Peace"
"Holy, Holy, Holy"
Benediction

First Covenant Church
Sunday, May 5th, 2019 • 9:30 am



Welcome!
First Covenant Church is a diverse, multi-generational, 
urban Christian community offering hope and 
transformation through the love of God and the life and 
teachings of Jesus.

Glad You're Here
Welcome, children: Care for infants through age three 
is available beginning at 9:20 a.m. for the worship service. 
Children’s church (ages 4 through fifth grade) begins 
right before the sermon starts. An announcement will 
be made and teachers will guide kids to Room 252. After 
the worship service, pick up your children first and stick 
around for conversation and coffee. 

Looking to connect deeper into community? The 
connection card in your worship guide is one way to ask 
for prayer, get information, and let your voice be heard. 
Fill out a card and drop it in the offering plate. If you 
have a question or prayer request, write it on the back. 
Pastors and staff meet every week to pray.  In addition, 
we invite you to head to the website to check out our 
Connect page to see various ways to connect deeper into 
community, whether that be serving a meal in the shelter 
or attending one of many community-led groups.

The FCC website: Check out 1stcov.org for up-to-date 
event schedules, ministry opportunities, and sermon 
MP3s and PDFs.

Today's Speaker 
Andrea Hollingsworth is Theologian in Residence at 
First Covenant Church of Minneapolis. Currently she 
teaches at United Theological Seminary of the Twin 
Cities.  In the past, she has held teaching and/or research 
posts at Boston University School of Theology, Berry 
College (Rome, GA), and the Center for Theological Inquiry 
(Princeton, New Jersey). Andrea earned her M.A. in Marriage 
and Family Therapy from Bethel Seminary (St. Paul) in 
2005, and her Ph.D. in Theology from Loyola University 
Chicago in 2012. As a theologian, Andrea’s main focus and 
passion spirituality; she loves teaching and writing about 
the work of God’s Spirit, dynamics of human spiritual 
development, spirituality and science, and the historical 
writings of Christian mystics. She has an existential bent, 
and keeps coming back to the question of how struggle, 
suffering, and unanswered questions factor into spiritual 

Upcoming Events
First Sunday Lunch (Today, after the service): Join with 
others from First Covenant for lunch after today’s service! 
The invitation is open to all and provides a way for us to get 
to know each other more. We will be heading to Erik the 
Red (just across the parking lot) where church attendees 
receive a 10% discount (simply mention that you’re from 
the church) AND Erik the Red will donate 10% of the total 
brunch sales back to the church.  This is a great way to 
spend time with others in our community while giving back 
to the church.  If you have questions please call Ruthie 
Mattox (651-283-7317).

Love Concert: A Fundraiser for Robert Robinson 
(Today, 3:30 p.m.): Be part of the love that keeps Robert 
singing! Celebrate songs of joy that inspire and uplift us, 
as Robert is joined by the mighty voices of the Saint Joan 
of Arc choir, under the direction of Anna Vagle.  Concert 
proceeds will help offset expenses from a series of health 
issues. The concert will take place at St. Joan of Arc Church 
in South Minneapolis (4537 3rd Ave S).
Follow on: gofundme.com/robert-robinson039s-keep-
singing

Arts & crafts/prayer shawl group meeting (Next 
Sunday, May 12, 11:00 a.m.): If you’re a knitter/crocheter/
scrapbooker/colorer/quilter, etc., we’ve got a place for 
you!  We’ll meet in the Green Room, behind the Sanctuary, 
following the service. Please bring your own supplies and a 
snack or sandwich. 

Town Hall Meeting (Sunday, May 19, 11:30 a.m.): The FCC 
Leadership Team will be hosting a special Town Hall Meeting 
on Sunday, May 19, during the All Church Meal that follows 
the worship service. The meeting will provide an update 
on our current dialogue with ECC leadership regarding our 
inclusive ministry, site redevelopment, and an overview of 
the churches financial health as we move into the summer 
months. 

Notestransformation. Andrea’s husband (Ryan) and son (Bennett, 
born May 2017) are the great joys of her life, and her 
favorite place to be is sitting on the rocky shores of Lake 
Superior, contemplating God’s mystery and infinity.

Community
Dwelling in Prayer and the Word: From 8:30–9:15 a.m., 
you are invited to a quiet space where you will receive 
Sunday morning’s scripture to read and meditate upon. It’s 
an opportunity to prepare for worship, reflect in the quiet, 
listen for God’s voice, and seek God in prayer. Dwelling is 
available every Sunday in the Swedish Room located at the 
top of the ramp in the foyer.

Parking on Sunday mornings with new 
redevelopment project: We’ve embarked on the 
affordable housing development! We now have 40 parking 
spaces near the back door of the church.  Please enter 
the parking lot off Chicago and park in any of the available 
spaces.  Thank you for being flexible as we embark on this 
exciting new chapter together!
 
Want to join the prayer call email list?  Reach out to 
Ashley (info@1stcov.org) and let her know of your interest 
and she’ll add you to the list of folks who receive prayer 
requests from within our community. 

Celebrate communion: Today we celebrate communion 
together, which is one of the most poignant and 
ancient practices of the Christian faith that affirms the 
completeness of the work of God in Christ on our behalf. 
If Christian faith and community is new or unformed 
in your life, please know that at First Covenant we are a 
grace-filled gathering of people who see ourselves as a 
family of equals, everyone humbly in need of grace. We 
are committed to a journey of generous and openhanded 
faith in which everyone is given safe space to journey 
toward Jesus Christ. So, whether new to Christ or 
renewed in Christ, we are all invited to the table of God to 
encounter the love and grace of Christ as we receive the 
elements (bread and cup).


