
810 S. 7th Street
Minneapolis, MN 55415
www.1stcov.org

612-332-8093
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8:30 a.m.
•  Dwelling in Prayer and the Word (Swedish room)

9:30 a.m.
•  Worship (sanctuary)
•   Children’s programming during worship 
  Nursery – infants through age 3
     (Nursery & Toddler Room)
  Children’s church – ages 4 through 5th 
     grade (Room 252)

11:00 a.m.
•  Conversation on Racial & Economic Justice   
  (CREJ)(Lounge)

12:30 p.m.
•  Street Voices of Change (Lounge)

Dan Collison, Lead Pastor / dcollison@1stcov.org

Ashley Aamot, Admin. Assistant/Communications Coordinator /
         info@1stcov.org

Heather Albinson, Volunteer Visual Arts Associate / info@1stcov.org

Lisa Albinson, Volunteer Visual Artist / info@1stcov.org

Bruce Balgaard, Director of Worship / bbalgaard@1stcov.org

Norm Blagman, Homeless Shelter Volunteer Coordinator / 

         shelter@1stcov.org

Todd Bratulich, Pastor for Community and Mission Engagement / 

         tbratulich@1stcov.org

Carma Gjerning, Director of Children & Families / cgjerning@1stcov.org

Ashley Grinnell, Associate Music Director / info@1stcov.org

Andrea Hollingsworth, Theologian in Residence / 

         ahollingsworth@unitedseminary.edu

Brian Ogren, Church Administrator / bogren@1stcov.org

Robert Robinson, Artist in Residence / info@1stcov.org

Saran Sidime, Preaching Team / info@1stcov.org

Doug Vigoren, Facilities Manager / dvigoren@1stcov.org

MetroKids Early Childhood Education
612-332-5437 / www.metrokids.org
Charice Deegan, Executive Director

cdeegan@metrokids.org

TODAY, 
APRIL 22, 2018

THIS WEEK AT 
FIRST COVENANT

Heard something great, but didn't 
have a chance to make a note? 
Head to 1stcov.org this week and grab 
the MP3 of today's sermon!

MONDAY, APRIL 23
11:30 a.m. Interlude

TUESDAY, APRIL 24
6:30 p.m. United International Christian
   Fellowship (lounge)
6:30 p.m. Finding Me class (Room 270)

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25

THURSDAY, APRIL 26
6:30 p.m. Yoga for shelter guests (Gym)
6:30 p.m. Gospel choir rehearsal (Lounge)

FRIDAY, APRIL 27
Church office closed

SATURDAY, APRIL 28
6:30 p.m.   United International Christian
   Fellowship (Rm 270)

NEXT SUNDAY, APRIL 29
8:30 a.m.
• Dwelling in Prayer and the Word (Swedish room)

9:30 a.m.
• Sunday Worship (Sanctuary)
• Children’s programming during worship
 Nursery – infants through age 3  
    (nursery & toddler room)
 Children's church – ages 4 through 
    5th grade (room 252)

12:30 p.m.
•  Street Voices of Change (Lounge)

First Covenant Church events are listed in bold type.

"Jesus is a Rock"

Welcome and greeting

"The Presence of the Lord is Here"

"Praise Him"

"Just to Know Him"

Children are dismissed for children’s church

Offering

"Nzamuranza"

Message: “Become a person of substance" (Colossians 2:6-23)
"Trust Me"

Benediction

First Covenant Church
Sunday, April 22nd, 2018 • 9:30 am



Welcome!
First Covenant Church is a diverse, multi-generational, 
urban Christian community offering hope and 
transformation through the love of God and the life and 
teachings of Jesus.

Visitors, we would love to meet you. After the worship 
service, stop by the front of the Sanctuary for a warm 
welcome by ministry staff.

Glad You're Here
Welcome, children: Care for infants through age three is 
available beginning at 9:20 a.m. for the worship service. 
Children’s church (ages 4 through fifth grade) begins 
right before the sermon starts. An announcement will 
be made and teachers will guide kids to Room 252. After 
the worship service, pick up your children first and stick 
around for conversation and coffee. 

How can we help you? The connection card in your 
worship guide is one way to ask for prayer, get information, 
and let your voice be heard. Fill out a card and drop it in 
the offering plate. If you have a question or prayer request, 
write it on the back. Pastors and staff meet every week to 
pray.

Bibles are available: If you would like to have a Bible of 
your own, ask an usher.

The FCC website: Check out 1stcov.org for up-to-date 
event schedules, ministry opportunities, and sermon 
MP3s and PDFs.

Today's Speaker 
Todd Bratulich is our Pastor for Community & Mission 
Engagement and is a regular part of our preaching team. 
He received both his B.A. and M.A. from Bethel University, 
and is an ordained minister in the Evangelical Covenant 
Church. Through various life experiences, Todd has 
grown a desire to see the church become a more just, 
generous, and humble presence in our city and the world. 
Todd’s pastoral work focuses on forming community and 
facilitating engagement both within the congregation, 
and between the church and broader community as we 
work together on issues such as homelessness, justice, 
and advocacy. If you are interested in these types of 
efforts, please let him know.

Life Group Invite: Want to join a small group at First 
Covenant? New Life Groups are forming. These small groups of 
people meet together in homes or at the church. They support 
and encourage one another, grow spiritually, look for ways to 
serve others, and have fun. Group members decide what to do: 
study the Bible, discuss a book, do something fun, serve a meal 
at the shelter. Your Life Group will help you build relationships 
that matter while experiencing God more deeply. Interested? 
Fill out the enclosed Life Group sign up card and drop it in 
the offering plate.  Questions? Contact Pastor Todd Bratulich 
(tbratulich@1stcov.org or 612-927-3122).

Gratitude for Norm Blagman: We are sad to announce that 
after 5 years of service, Norm Blagman, our FCC Homeless 
Shelter Volunteer Coordinator will be moving on as of May 1.  
We are so grateful for Norm’s joyful and steady presence that 
has been such a huge part of the shelter’s success.  Stay tuned 
as we will be finding a time in the next month to thank and 
celebrate Norm for his exemplary service.
    
Job opening: First Covenant Church Minneapolis is seeking 
candidates for the position of Shelter Volunteer Coordinator. 
This position is part-time, 20-25 hours a week and involves 
recruitment and coordination of various volunteers 
activities in our homeless shelter, including evening meals, 
evening volunteers, kitchen oversight and food sourcing. 
Potential candidates can obtain a Position Description with 
qualifications, hours, expectations and pay range on our 
website at www.1stcov.org/employment. Interested applicants 
please submit a resume and cover letter to Pastor Todd 
Bratulich at tbratulich@1stcov.org.  

First Things call for contributions!
Unravel
verb
1. Undo (twisted, knitted, or woven threads). 
    Become undone.
    Unwind (something wrapped around another object).
2. Investigate or solve or explain (something complicated or 
puzzling) 
3. Begin to fail or collapse. 

For volume two of First Things, we decided the theme would 
relate to our Holy Week teachings. The word “unravel” was 
brought up frequently and it struck us as a word that could be 
dwelled upon and creatively explored.

So! We’re calling on you, First Covenant community, to help us 
take a deeper dive into the word unravel. Are you a writer? A 
photographer? A painter? Do you have an amazing recipe for 
garlic knots?!  We’ll be accepting submissions through today. 
Please send content to Ashley (info@1stcov.org).

Upcoming Events
FCC’s Conversation on Racial and Economic Justice 
(CREJ) meets today in the lounge at 11 a.m. after the 
worship service. Continually throughout scripture we 
see that God is concerned about justice. Come join us for 
conversation, action, and prayer as we seek to thoughtfully 
and practically engage issues of justice in our community 
and our world. All are welcome! get copy from Todd

Bowling! (rescheduled for May 5th): We have rescheduled 
the bowling event for Saturday, May 5th!  Whatever your 
age or bowling ability, all are welcome to join us for a 
morning of bowling, food and fun. This is a non-competitive 
event, but there will be trophies, so bring your best...or your 
worst, and perhaps you could be the next Gutter-ball Guru! 
Cost of admission includes bowling, shoes, prizes and pizza 
lunch. If you haven’t RSVP’d yet, please reach out to Carma 
at beloa@gmail.com.  Cost is $10/person or $30/family.  We 
hope to see you there! 

Invitation to register for Annual ECC Meeting (June 
21-23, 2018): The Annual Meeting for the Evangelical 
Covenant Church (ECC), our denomination, is coming 
to town this year.  We invite you to attend as a “general 
conferee” by registering online (gather.covchurch.org).  
The early bird rate is $169  and ends on April 20.  Regular 
registration is $189 and is available online until June 14th. 

SAVE THE DATE: Kids Adventure Week (July 10-12, 2018): 
Community of the beloved- Check your calendars and save 
the date, July 10-12, 2018 for our fabulous, fun and faith 
nurturing Kids Adventure Week!!!  More information will be 
coming soon! 

Notes

Community
Ministry and congregational life guidance document: Over 
the past nine months, our congregation has met many times 
to listen, to process scripture and to provide guidance to the 
Leadership Team and pastoral staff regarding our ministry 
together. Over 70 people participated in this process over 
these last months. It is with deep gratitude and joy that the 
Leadership Team is sharing a statement on what it means 
to the First Covenant community to "love all." All of the good 
insight and feedback we heard from the congregation made 
this possible. The commitment of the Leadership Team is 
to continue to hold space for listening and sharing together. 
This document was sent via email last week, paper copies are 
available at the usher stands today, and it will be up on the 
website shortly.

FCC Community Out & About: Most of us spend 98% of our 
lives outside of this building.  As such, we encourage all of 
you who call First Cov your community to share what you're 
up to outside of Sunday mornings, particularly what you're 
passionate about, and invite the rest of us to support and 
join you!  If you're doing something you love, please post on 
the First Covenant Facebook page. Then, every week, our 
Communications Coordinator will print your post and put it up 
on our "Community" bulletin board (in the Foyer near the Gym).  
Please check both places to see what others are up to and 
share your own upcoming events or opportunities.

Dwelling in Prayer and the Word: From 8:30–9:15 a.m., you 
are invited to a quiet space where you will receive Sunday 
morning’s scripture to read and meditate upon. It’s an 
opportunity to prepare for worship, reflect in the quiet, listen 
for God’s voice, and seek God in prayer. Dwelling is available 
every Sunday in the Swedish Room located at the top of the 
ramp in the foyer.

Second quarter special offering:  Four times each year, 
FCC offers a special giving opportunity to ministry partners.  
The gifts received go directly to these organizations to 
assist in their important and impactful work. The second 
quarter’s organization is Downtown Congregations to 
End Homelessness (DCEH) whose vision is to ensure that 
everyone has access to safe, decent, and affordable housing 
in Minneapolis. To learn more about DCEH, visit their website 
at DCEH.org.  To participate, use the Second Quarter Special 
Giving envelope from your offering envelopes or write Second 
Quarter Special Giving on your check. You can also give online 
at www.1stcov.org/donate.  Thank you for your support of this 
important ministry. 


