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8:30 a.m.
•  Dwelling in Prayer and the Word (Swedish room)

9:30 a.m.
•  Worship (sanctuary)
•   Children’s programming during worship 
  Nursery – infants through age 3
     (Nursery & Toddler Room)
  Children’s church – ages 4 through 5th 
     grade (Room 252)

11:00 a.m.
•  First Sunday Lunch (Erik the Red)

12:30 p.m.
•  Street Voices of Change (Lounge)

Dan Collison, Lead Pastor / dcollison@1stcov.org

Ashley Aamot, Admin. Assistant/Communications Coordinator /
         info@1stcov.org

Heather Albinson, Volunteer Visual Arts Associate / info@1stcov.org

Lisa Albinson, Volunteer Visual Artist / info@1stcov.org

Bruce Balgaard, Director of Worship / bbalgaard@1stcov.org

Norm Blagman, Homeless Shelter Volunteer Coordinator / 

         shelter@1stcov.org

Todd Bratulich, Pastor for Community and Mission Engagement / 

         tbratulich@1stcov.org

Carma Gjerning, Director of Children & Families / cgjerning@1stcov.org

Ashley Grinnell, Associate Music Director / info@1stcov.org

Andrea Hollingsworth, Theologian in Residence / 

         ahollingsworth@unitedseminary.edu

Brian Ogren, Church Administrator / bogren@1stcov.org

Robert Robinson, Artist in Residence / info@1stcov.org

Saran Sidime, Preaching Team / info@1stcov.org

Doug Vigoren, Facilities Manager / dvigoren@1stcov.org

MetroKids Early Childhood Education
612-332-5437 / www.metrokids.org
Charice Deegan, Executive Director

cdeegan@metrokids.org

TODAY, 
APRIL 1, 2018

THIS WEEK AT 
FIRST COVENANT

Heard something great, but didn't 
have a chance to make a note? 
Head to 1stcov.org this week and grab 
the MP3 of today's sermon!

MONDAY, APRIL 2
11:30 a.m.   Interlude

TUESDAY, APRIL 3
6:30 p.m.   United International Christian
   Fellowship (lounge)
6:30-9 p.m. Finding Me Class (Rm 270)

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 4
1:00 p.m. Twin Cities Christian Legal Aid (TCCLA)

THURSDAY, APRIL 5

FRIDAY, APRIL 6
Church office closed

SATURDAY, APRIL 7
6:30 p.m.   United International Christian
   Fellowship (Rm 270)

NEXT SUNDAY, APRIL 8
8:30 a.m.
• Dwelling in Prayer and the Word (Swedish room)

9:30 a.m.
• Sunday Worship (Sanctuary)
• Children’s programming during worship
 Nursery – infants through age 3  
    (nursery & toddler room)
 Children's church – ages 4 through 
    5th grade (room 252)

11:00 a.m.
•All-church meal (Fellowship Hall)

12:30 p.m.
•  Street Voices of Change (Lounge)

First Covenant Church events are listed in bold type.



Welcome!
First Covenant Church is a diverse, multi-generational, 
urban Christian community offering hope and 
transformation through the love of God and the life and 
teachings of Jesus.

Visitors, we would love to meet you. After the worship 
service, stop by the front of the Sanctuary for a warm 
welcome by ministry staff.

Glad You're Here
Welcome, children: Care for infants through age three is 
available beginning at 9:20 a.m. for the worship service. 
Children’s church (ages 4 through fifth grade) begins 
right before the sermon starts. An announcement will 
be made and teachers will guide kids to Room 252. After 
the worship service, pick up your children first and stick 
around for conversation and coffee. 

How can we help you? The connection card in your 
worship guide is one way to ask for prayer, get information, 
and let your voice be heard. Fill out a card and drop it in 
the offering plate. If you have a question or prayer request, 
write it on the back. Pastors and staff meet every week to 
pray.

Bibles are available: If you would like to have a Bible of 
your own, ask an usher.

The FCC website: Check out 1stcov.org for up-to-date 
event schedules, ministry opportunities, and sermon 
MP3s and PDFs.

Today's Speaker 
Dan Collison is our Lead Pastor. He sometimes calls this 
work serving as "air traffic control" for the thriving and 
engaged First Covenant community. In addition to his 
work as our leader, Dan also serves as a civic leader for the 
downtown Minneapolis business community. Dan has 
been serving churches since the 90s in various leadership 
capacities. He received a B.M. from the Eastman School of 
Music (NY), M.Div. from Bethel Seminary (MN), and D.Min. 
from Fuller Seminary (CA), and is an ordained minister in 
the Evangelical Covenant Church (ECC).  He says, "I love 
helping people discover the joy of Christian faith and 
serving others." If you are looking to connect further with 
this community of faith, please let him know.

Upcoming Events
First Sunday Lunch at Erik the Red (today after the 
service): Join with others from First Covenant for lunch 
after today’s service! The invitation is open to all, and 
provides a way for us to get to know each other more. Erik 
the Red is offering 10% off to all First Cov members AND 
will donate 10% of all their brunch sales on the first Sunday 
of the month to First Covenant (excluding game days).  If 
you have questions please call Barbara Newman (847-868-
4672).

All-church meal (Sunday, April 8, 11:00 a.m.): Next 
Sunday, after the worship service, please join us in the 
fellowship hall for our monthly all-church meal!  If you’d like 
to bring a dish to share, please sign up in the lobby after 
today’s service.

REGISTRATION OPEN: Bowling! (Saturday, April 14, 10:00 
a.m.–1:00 p.m.): We’re going bowling on Saturday, April 
14 at Memory Lanes (2520 26th Ave S, Minneapolis), and 
it’ll be a ball!  Whatever your age or bowling ability, all are 
welcome to join us for a morning of bowling, food and fun.  
This is a non-competitive event, but there will be trophies, 
so bring your best...or your worst, and perhaps you could 
be the next Gutter-ball Guru!  $10 per person, or $30 per 
family, which includes bowling, shoes, prizes and pizza 
lunch.  Fill out the bowling insert, drop it in the offering 
plate, or get it to Beloved Carma.

Holy Week Art
Traditionally, the desert is depicted as a wasteland - a 
place of nothingness, despair, eternity.
But in reality, the desert, although a harsh environment 
of surprising extremes, is full of life, which can lie dormant 
for years before it¹s potential is revealed.

This year¹s Holy Week art was created as a reflection of 
the desert as an inner space of dormancy - a place where 
hidden potential waits, patiently and quietly, for just the 
right moment to appear.

Inspiration for this piece began with the poem, “To the 
Desert” by Benjamin Alire Sáenz, a solemn ode honoring 
this landscape as a spiritual guide and humbling 
companion.

“I came to you one rainless August night.
You taught me how to live without the rain.
You are thirst and thirst is all I know.
You are sand, wind, sun, and burning sky,
The hottest blue. You blow a breeze and brand
Your breath into my mouth. You reach - then bend
Your force, to break, blow, burn, and make me new.”

The transformation of this piece was inspired by recent 
super blooms in the deserts of Southern California, where 
desert regions, including Death Valley and Anza Borrego 
State Park, have burst into flower after unexpected rains
following years of drought. These blooms, visible even 
from outer space, are a stunning example of how even the 
regions that appear the most desolate and unforgiving 
can harbor surprising and beautiful life forms, if given the
chance.

 - Heather Albinson, Volunteer Artist in Residence

Notes

Community
FCC Community Out & About: Most of us spend 98% of 
our lives outside of this building.  As such, we encourage 
all of you who call First Cov your community to share what 
you're up to outside of Sunday mornings, particularly 
what you're passionate about, and invite the rest of us to 
support and join you!  If you're doing something you love, 
please post on the First Covenant Facebook page. Then, 
every week, our Communications Coordinator will print 
your post and put it up on our "Community" bulletin board 
(in the Foyer near the Gym).  Please check both places to 
see what others are up to and share your own upcoming 
events or opportunities.

Dwelling in Prayer and the Word: From 8:30–9:15 a.m., 
you are invited to a quiet space where you will receive 
Sunday morning’s scripture to read and meditate upon. It’s 
an opportunity to prepare for worship, reflect in the quiet, 
listen for God’s voice, and seek God in prayer. Dwelling is 
available every Sunday in the Swedish Room located at 
the top of the ramp in the foyer.

First quarter special offering/March Food Drive update: 
Beloved FCC Community, you raised $1,290 for Community 
Emergency Services, a nonprofit crisis relief and 
empowerment ministry that provides high-quality direct 
aid relief, advocacy, referral, guidance and prayer support 
to people in need.  Thank you for those of you who also 
donated food which we have delivered to CES.

Easter Sunday: “Journey to the other side of 
grief” (Today, 9:30 a.m.): In John’s account of Jesus’ 
resurrection, Mary was both the first to arrive and the last 
to leave the empty tomb. Stricken with grief, she stood, 
and held the pain of losing her beloved teacher. While 
the other disciples came and left quickly, baffled and in a 
mixture of belief and disbelief, Mary waited, and wept. It 
wasn’t until she was consoled by who she thought to be 
the gardener that Jesus revealed himself to her. Could it 
be that God reveals God’s self most profoundly when we 
attend to these two questions; “Why are you weeping?” 
and, “Who are you looking for?”  Thank you for joining us 
this Easter Sunday as Pastor Dan leads us in reflecting on 
this Easter text.  


