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8:30 a.m.
•  Dwelling in Prayer and the Word (Swedish room)

9:30 a.m.
•  Worship (sanctuary)
•   Children’s programming during worship 
  Nursery – infants through age 3
     (Nursery & Toddler Room)
  Children’s church – ages 4 through 5th 
     grade (Room 252)

11:00 a.m.
•  Listen & Dialogue (Fellowship Hall)
•  Arts & crafts group (Green Room)

12:30 p.m.
•  Street Voices of Change (Lounge)

Dan Collison, Lead Pastor / dcollison@1stcov.org

Ashley Aamot, Admin. Assistant/Communications Coordinator /
         info@1stcov.org

Heather Albinson, Volunteer Visual Arts Associate / info@1stcov.org

Lisa Albinson, Volunteer Visual Artist / info@1stcov.org

Bruce Balgaard, Director of Worship / bbalgaard@1stcov.org

Norm Blagman, Homeless Shelter Volunteer Coordinator / 

         shelter@1stcov.org

Todd Bratulich, Pastor for Community and Mission Engagement / 

         tbratulich@1stcov.org

Carma Gjerning, Director of Children & Families / cgjerning@1stcov.org

Ashley Grinnell, Associate Music Director / info@1stcov.org

Andrea Hollingsworth, Theologian in Residence / 

         ahollingsworth@unitedseminary.edu

Brian Ogren, Church Administrator / bogren@1stcov.org

Robert Robinson, Artist in Residence / rrobinson@1stcov.org

Saran Sidime, Preaching Team / info@1stcov.org

Doug Vigoren, Facilities Manager / dvigoren@1stcov.org

MetroKids Early Childhood Education
612-332-5437 / www.metrokids.org
Charice Deegan, Executive Director

cdeegan@metrokids.org

TODAY, 
MARCH 18, 2018

THIS WEEK AT 
FIRST COVENANT

Heard something great, but didn't 
have a chance to make a note? 
Head to 1stcov.org this week and grab 
the MP3 of today's sermon!

MONDAY, MARCH 19
11:30 a.m.   Interlude

TUESDAY, MARCH 20
6:30 p.m.   United International Christian
   Fellowship (lounge)

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 21

THURSDAY, MARCH 22

FRIDAY, MARCH 23
Church office closed

SATURDAY, MARCH 24
6:30 p.m.   United International Christian
   Fellowship (Rm 270)

NEXT SUNDAY, MARCH 25
8:30 a.m.
• Dwelling in Prayer and the Word (Swedish room)

9:30 a.m.
• Worship (Sanctuary)
• Children’s programming during worship
 Nursery – infants through age 3  
    (nursery & toddler room)
 Children's church – ages 4 through 
    5th grade (room 252)

11:00 a.m.
•Committee on Racial & Economic Justice (CREJ)
(Lounge)

12:30 p.m.
•  Street Voices of Change (Lounge)

First Covenant Church events are listed in bold type.

"Hallelujah You're Worthy to be Praised"

Welcome and greeting

"Free Worshipper"

"All Hail the Power of Jesus Name"

"Draw Me Close to You"

Children are dismissed for children’s church

Offering

"Center of My Joy"

Women's History Month Interview: Hattie Thompson

Message: “How can I stop worrying so much?" (Philippians 4:10-23)
"Freedom Highway"

Benediction

SUNDAY, MARCH 18th

First Covenant Church
Sunday, March 18th, 2018 • 9:30 am



Welcome!
First Covenant Church is a diverse, multi-generational, 
urban Christian community offering hope and 
transformation through the love of God and the life and 
teachings of Jesus.

Visitors, we would love to meet you. After the worship 
service, stop by the front of the Sanctuary for a warm 
welcome by ministry staff.

Glad You're Here
Welcome, children: Care for infants through age three is 
available beginning at 9:20 a.m. for the worship service. 
Children’s church (ages 4 through fifth grade) begins 
right before the sermon starts. An announcement will 
be made and teachers will guide kids to Room 252. After 
the worship service, pick up your children first and stick 
around for conversation and coffee. 

How can we help you? The connection card in your 
worship guide is one way to ask for prayer, get information, 
and let your voice be heard. Fill out a card and drop it in 
the offering plate. If you have a question or prayer request, 
write it on the back. Pastors and staff meet every week to 
pray.

Bibles are available: If you would like to have a Bible of 
your own, ask an usher.

The FCC website: Check out 1stcov.org for up-to-date 
event schedules, ministry opportunities, and sermon 
MP3s and PDFs.

Today's Speaker 
Dan Collison is our Lead Pastor. He sometimes calls this 
work serving as "air traffic control" for the thriving and 
engaged First Covenant community. In addition to his 
work as our leader, Dan also serves as a civic leader for the 
downtown Minneapolis business community. Dan has 
been serving churches since the 90s in various leadership 
capacities. He received a B.M. from the Eastman School 
of Music (NY), M.Div. from Bethel Seminary (MN), and 
D.Min. from Fuller Seminary (CA), and is an ordained 
minister in the Evangelical Covenant Church (ECC).  He 
says, "I love helping people discover the joy of Christian 
faith and serving others." If you are looking to connect 
further with this community of faith, please let him know.

food drive bags in the foyer with a list of needed items.  
Mail your checks to church, drop them in the offering plate 
on Sunday, or give online (www.1stcov.org/donatesupport)

Shelter meal volunteers needed! Join us to help serve a 
meal in our homeless shelter on Wednesday, March 21st 
from 5:30-7:30pm.  Sign up to volunteer by contacting 
Pastor Todd Bratulich (tbratulich@1stcov.org).

What's Ahead
Listen & Dialogue (today, after the service): At the 
Adjourned Annual Meeting, a draft of our Ministry 
Guidance was distributed.  This week, at our next Listen 
& Dialogue, the Leadership Team will host a listening 
session for any feedback from the congregation on the 
Ministry Guidance document. This conversation is open to 
all.  As with previous sessions, you are welcome to submit 
comments by email if you're unable to attend.

Invitation to Lent: Join us as we continue the Lenten 
season with our series, "An Unraveling Hope.”  Our series 
will explore how the journey of faith, like Jesus’ own 
journey, is filled with mystery, paradox, and unknowing. 
It seems that the more we give ourselves to faith and 
hope, the less our journeys look like climbing the ladders 
of certainty or success, and more like an unraveling of all 
that we once expected of God. How can we make sense 
of this unsettling God, whose embodiment of love led to 
execution?  Perhaps the questions of our sacred texts can 
be our guide as we embark upon our own unraveling this 
Lenten season."

Palm Sunday: “With weeping and righteous anger” 
(Sunday, March 25, 11:00 a.m.): As Jesus turns toward 
Jerusalem, in the face of the prophecies he is about to 
fulfill, he tells his disciples to go and untie the colt upon 
which he will ride into the city. Little do they know what 
they are about to untether, or how their loyalties will be 
tested over the next 7 days. Their action will cause others 
to question, “Why are you doing this?” or “What are you 
doing, untying the colt?” There is a subversion taking place, 
an upending of not only religious order, but also messianic 
expectations, all of which invites us to wonder, where are 
our loyalties tethered?  Join us on Palm Sunday, as Mark 
Osler leads us in asking these compelling questions.

Maundy Thursday: “The Downward Path” (Thursday, 
March 29, 7:00 p.m.): Join us for a special Maundy 
Thursday service as we reflect upon the events of Holy 
Week leading up to Jesus’ death and resurrection. “The 
Downward Path” will follow the trajectory of Jesus’ life 

and ministry by looking at the final night spent with his 
disciples on the eve of his death. The service will include 
reflection, worship, and participation in the sacraments. 
Childcare will be provided.

Easter Sunday: “Journey to the other side of grief” 
(Sunday, April 1, 9:30 a.m.): In John’s account of Jesus’ 
resurrection, Mary was both the first to arrive and the last 
to leave the empty tomb. Stricken with grief, she stood, 
and held the pain of losing her beloved teacher. While 
the other disciples came and left quickly, baffled and in a 
mixture of belief and disbelief, Mary waited, and wept. It 
wasn’t until she was consoled by who she thought to be 
the gardener that Jesus revealed himself to her. Could it 
be that God reveals God’s self most profoundly when we 
attend to these two questions; “Why are you weeping?” 
and, “Who are you looking for?”  Join us on Easter Sunday 
as Pastor Dan leads us in reflecting on this Easter text.  

REGISTRATION OPEN: Bowling! (Saturday, April 14, 10:00 
a.m.–1:00 p.m.): We’re going bowling on Saturday, April 
14 at Memory Lanes (2520 26th Ave S, Minneapolis), and 
it’ll be a ball!  Whatever your age or bowling ability, all are 
welcome to join us for a morning of bowling, food and fun.  
This is a non-competitive event, but there will be trophies, 
so bring your best...or your worst, and perhaps you could 
be the next Gutter-ball Guru!  $10 per person, or $30 per 
family, which includes bowling, shoes, prizes and pizza 
lunch.  Fill out the bowling insert, drop it in the offering 
plate, or get it to Beloved Carma.

Notes

Community
This Women’s History Month, we will be hearing from 
several women about the spiritual “races” they’re running 
(Phil. 3:14), the obstacles they face, and ways they press 
on in spite of the roadblocks. Last week, Frances Woodson 
talked about how cultural messages around body 
image—specifically, what a “beautiful female body” looks 
like—have impacted the course she’s on. Today, Hattie 
Thompson will talk about how fundamentalist-evangelical 
teachings about marriage, sex, and attraction have 
affected her path. And on March 25, Magen Saralampi 
will talk about how bi-erasure (or bisexual invisibility) 
has shaped her journey. Please come and hear these 
courageously vulnerable women share their stories of 
resiliency.

Dwelling in Prayer and the Word: From 8:30–9:15 a.m., 
you are invited to a quiet space where you will receive 
Sunday morning’s scripture to read and meditate upon. It’s 
an opportunity to prepare for worship, reflect in the quiet, 
listen for God’s voice, and seek God in prayer. Dwelling is 
available every Sunday in the Swedish Room located at 
the top of the ramp in the foyer.

Quarterly offering opportunity: Four times each year, FCC 
offers a special giving opportunity to ministry partners.  
The gifts received go directly to these organizations to 
assist in their important and impactful work. The first 
quarter’s organization is Community Emergency Services 
(CES), a nonprofit crisis relief and empowerment ministry 
that provides high-quality direct aid relief, advocacy, 
referral, guidance and prayer support to people in need. 
The goal of CES is to move individuals beyond crisis to 
financial stability, emotional health, personal growth and 
spiritual depth.  For more information, visit www.cesmn.
org.  To participate, use the First Quarter Special Giving 
envelope from your offering envelopes, write a check to 
First Covenant with CES in the memo line, or give online 
(www.1stcov.org/donatesupport)  Thank you for your 
support of this important ministry. 

March Food Drive: In conjunction with our quarterly 
offering opportunity, First Covenant is partnering with our 
local food shelf, Community Emergency Service (CES) to 
participate in the Minnesota FoodShare program through 
the month of March!  Join us by bringing food and hygiene 
donations to our donation drop in the foyer throughout 
the month of March.  You can also stretch your donation 
by writing a check to First Covenant Church with CES in 
the memo line as CES can purchase nearly 10X the food 
on the dollar through local food bank programs.  Look for 


