
MONDAY, DECEMBER 25
                   Church office & MK closed

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 26
6:30 p.m.   United International Christian 
   Fellowship (Rm 252)

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 27

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 28

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 29
                   Church office closed

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 30
6:30 p.m.   United International Christian
   Fellowship (room 252/270)

NEXT SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2017
8:30 a.m.
• Dwelling in Prayer and the Word (Swedish room)

9:30 a.m.
• Worship (sanctuary)
• Children’s programming during worship
 Nursery – infants through age 3  
    (nursery & toddler room)
 Children's church – ages 4 through 
    5th grade (room 252)

11:00 a.m.
• Reception for Pastor Sara (Lounge)

12:00 p.m.
Vikings game

12:30 p.m.
• Street Voices of Change (Lounge)

First Covenant Church events are listed in bold type.
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Dan Collison, Lead Pastor / dcollison@1stcov.org

Ashley Aamot, Administrative Assistant / info@1stcov.org

Heather Albinson, Volunteer Visual Arts Associate /info@1stcov.org

Lisa Albinson, Volunteer Visual Artist / info@1stcov.org

Bruce Balgaard, Director of Worship / bbalgaard@1stcov.org

Norm Blagman, Homeless Shelter Volunteer Coordinator / 

         shelter@1stcov.org

Todd Bratulich, Pastor for Community and Mission Engagement / 

         tbratulich@1stcov.org

Joy Erickson, Pastor of Congregational Care / jerickson@1stcov.org

Carma Gjerning, Director of Children & Families / cgjerning@1stcov.org

Ashley Grinnell, Associate Music Director / info@1stcov.org

Brian Ogren, Church Administrator / bogren@1stcov.org

Robert Robinson, Artist in Residence / info@1stcov.org

Doug Vigoren, Facilities Manager / dvigoren@1stcov.org

Sara Wilhelm Garbers, Pastor of Connections/ 

swilhelmgarbers@1stcov.org

MetroKids Early Childhood Education
612-332-5437 / www.metrokids.org

THIS WEEK AT 
FIRST COVENANT

CHRISTMAS EVE
AT

FIRST COVENANT

First Covenant Church
Saturday, December 24, 2016 • 5:00 pm 

Call to worship
“Break Forth”
Scripture reading: Isaiah 9:2-7
Welcome and announcements
Scripture reading: Luke 2:1-20
“Joy to the World”
“O Holy Night”
Advent prayer
“O Come, O Come Emmanuel”
Offering
“Stables”
Message: “The Birth of Hope” (Luke 2:1-20, Isaiah 9:2-7)
Candle lighting
“Silent Night”
Benediction



Welcome!
First Covenant Church is a vibrant, diverse, 

multigenerational, urban Christian community 
offering hope and transformation through the life 

and teachings of Jesus. 

Visitors
Thank you for joining us to celebrate Christmas Eve! 
We would love to meet you. Please take a moment 

to stop by the front of the sanctuary after the 
service for a warm greeting from our ministry staff.
We also invite you to join us for our weekly Sunday 

morning worship gatherings at 9:30 am.  Please 
visit our website at www.1stcov.org for more info.

Children
We invite families with children to remain in the 

service to celebrate Christmas together. Children 
are welcome to pick up an activity pack with crayons 

located at the back usher stand. Our Director of 
Children and Families, Carma Gjerning will be 

leading an interactive storytelling during a portion 
of the service and then will be in the back of the 

sanctuary for families needing assistance.  

You're invited
There will be light refreshments available in the 

foyer after the service. Please join in celebration and 
conversation even if you can only stay a short while

Shelter meal volunteers needed! Join us to help serve 
a meal in our homeless shelter on one of the following 
Wednesday’s from 5:30-7:30pm:
     • January 17
     • March 21
Sign up to volunteer in the foyer after the worship 
service today, or contact Pastor Todd Bratulich for more 
details.

Just Mercy Book Club (Tuesday, January 30th, 6:30 
p.m.):  We’re a group of readers who want to open our 
minds and hearts to books that will inform and change 
us.  We meet on the last Tuesday of every month, from 
6:30–8:00 p.m. at Open Book Minneapolis (1011 S 
Washington Ave, Minneapolis). This group is open to 
all who want to learn more about issues of race, justice 
and more.  Please join the Just Mercy Book Club group 
on Facebook for current information. NOTE: Just Mercy 
book club will not be meeting in December.  The 
next meeting will be Tuesday, January 30th.  We’ll be 
reading The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian 
by Sherman Alexie. 

What’s Ahead
Send off and reception for Pastor Sara (Next 
Sunday): Our beloved Pastor Sara will preach her last 
sermon with us next Sunday, titled "Grace Changes Us."  
Following the service, we will have refreshments and 
treats in the Lounge where we'll have a reception for 
Pastor Sara.  We hope you'll join in celebrating the great 
impact she has had on our community and the exciting 
journey ahead for her.  

Sabbath Retreat (January 19-20, 2018): You are 
invited to begin the new year finding rest, renewal and 
delight in the midst of the fullness of your life on the 
First Covenant Sabbath Retreat, January 19-20, 2018 at 
the Franciscan Retreat Center in Prior Lake, MN.  Fill out 
the enclosed registration form and put it in the offering 
plate or hand it to an usher by January 7th. If you have 
any questions, please contact Beloved Carma Gjerning 
(cgjerning@1stcov.org).

Artist Statement
"For this advent season, we mused long and hard about 
the many ways the word ‘arrival’ can be framed. 

At first, it seems to hold a simple concept: destination. 
A long-awaited ending. Something final. 
But if examined further, an ‘arrival’ is but a pivot point, a 
stop on the journey, a change in direction. It is anything 
but a static moment. It holds both an ending and a 
beginning. The birth of Christ is such a moment—a 
much anticipated arrival.

We chose the image of a table to signify an everyday 
experience, as well as a moment in the story of Christ. It 
is a space of awaiting, arrival, and departure to another 
moment along the journey."
- Heather and Lisa Albinson

Glad You're Here
How can we help you? The connection card in 
your worship guide is one way to ask for prayer, get 
information, and let your voice be heard. Fill out a card 
and drop it in the offering plate. If you have a question 
or prayer request, write it on the back. Pastors and staff 
meet every week to pray.

"First Things" revitalized: When asked to take over 
the First Things publication this last fall, artist Lisa 
Albinson decided it was time to take what used to be 
a news source and, with help from the First Covenant 
community, turn it into a story telling device. Her hope 
is that the new publication brings you closer to your 
community, yourself, your God, and for this volume, the 
concept of arrival.  Check out the new edition in the 
usher stands.

Bibles are available: If you would like to have a Bible of 
your own, ask an usher.

The FCC website: Check out 1stcov.org for up-to-date 
event schedules, ministry opportunities, and sermon 
MP3s and PDFs.

Community 
The speaker today is Dan Collison, our Lead Pastor. 
He sometimes calls this work serving as "air traffic 
control" for the thriving and engaged First Covenant 
community. In addition to his work as our leader, 
Dan also serves as a civic leader for the downtown 
Minneapolis business community. Dan has been 
serving churches since the 90s in various leadership 
capacities. He received a B.M. from the Eastman School 
of Music (NY), M.Div. from Bethel Seminary (MN), and 
D.Min. from Fuller Seminary (CA), and is an ordained 
minister in the Evangelical Covenant Church (ECC).  He 
says, "I love helping people discover the joy of Christian 
faith and serving others." If you are looking to connect 
further with this community of faith, please let him 
know.

Dwelling in Prayer and the Word: From 8:30–9:15 a.m., 
you are invited to a quiet space where you will receive 
Sunday morning’s scripture to read and meditate upon. 
It’s an opportunity to prepare for worship, reflect in 
the quiet, listen for God’s voice, and seek God in prayer. 
Dwelling is available every Sunday in the Swedish 
Room located at the top of the ramp in the foyer.

Notes


