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8:30 a.m.
•  Dwelling in Prayer and the Word (Swedish room)

9:30 a.m.
•  Worship (sanctuary)
•   Children’s programming during worship 
  Nursery – infants through age 3
     (Nursery & Toddler Room)
  Children’s church – ages 4 through 5th 
     grade (Room 252)

11:00 a.m.
•  Arts and crafts group (Lounge)

12:00 p.m.
•  Vikings game (volunteers needed!)

12:30 p.m.
•  Street Voices of Change (lounge)

Dan Collison, Lead Pastor / dcollison@1stcov.org

Ashley Aamot, Administrative Assistant / info@1stcov.org

Heather Albinson, Volunteer Visual Arts Associate / info@1stcov.org

Lisa Albinson, Volunteer Visual Artist / info@1stcov.org

Bruce Balgaard, Director of Worship / bbalgaard@1stcov.org

Norm Blagman, Homeless Shelter Volunteer Coordinator / 

         shelter@1stcov.org

Todd Bratulich, Pastor for Community and Mission Engagement / 

         tbratulich@1stcov.org

Joy Erickson, Pastor of Congregational Care / jerickson@1stcov.org

Carma Gjerning, Director of Children & Families / cgjerning@1stcov.org

Ashley Grinnell, Associate Music Director / info@1stcov.org

Brian Ogren, Church Administrator / bogren@1stcov.org

Robert Robinson, Artist in Residence / rrobinson@1stcov.org

Doug Vigoren, Facilities Manager / dvigoren@1stcov.org

Sara Wilhelm Garbers, Pastor of Connections / 

         swilhelmgarbers@1stcov.org

MetroKids Early Childhood Education
612-332-5437 / www.metrokids.org
Charice Deegan, Executive Director

cdeegan@metrokids.org

TODAY, 
NOVEMBER 19, 2017

THIS WEEK AT 
FIRST COVENANT

Heard something great, but didn't 
have a chance to make a note? 
Head to 1stcov.org this week and grab 
the MP3 of today's sermon!

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 20
11:30 a.m. Interlude

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 21
6:30 p.m.   United International Christian
   Fellowship (lounge)

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 22

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 23
Thanksgiving
Church office & MetroKids closed

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 24
Church office & MetroKids closed

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 25
6:30 p.m.   United International Christian
   Fellowship (Rm 270)

NEXT SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 26
8:30 a.m.
• Dwelling in Prayer and the Word (Swedish room)

9:30 a.m.
• Worship (Sanctuary)
• Children’s programming during worship
 Nursery – infants through age 3  
    (nursery & toddler room)
 Children's church – ages 4 through 
    5th grade (room 252)

11:00 a.m.
• Committee on Racial & Economic Justice (Lounge)

12:30 p.m.
• Street Voices of Change (Lounge)

First Covenant Church events are listed in bold type.

"You Are Everything"

Welcome and greeting

"Again I Say Rejoice"

"Free Worshipper"

"Draw Me Close to You"

Baby Baptism: Beloved Gustav Anthony Mercurio

"Rise Up"

(Children are dismissed for children’s church)

Offering

Message: “Grace as gift” (Ephesians 2) 
"Thankful"

Benediction
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SUNDAY, NOV. 19th

First Covenant Church
Sunday, November 19, 2017 • 9:30 am



Welcome!
First Covenant Church is a diverse, multi-generational, 
urban Christian community offering hope and 
transformation through the love of God and the life and 
teachings of Jesus.

Visitors, we would love to meet you. After the worship 
service, stop by the front of the Sanctuary for a warm 
welcome by ministry staff.

Glad You're Here
Welcome, children: Care for infants through age three is 
available beginning at 9:20 a.m. for the worship service. 
Children’s church (ages 4 through fifth grade) begins 
right before the sermon starts. An announcement will 
be made and teachers will guide kids to Room 252. After 
the worship service, pick up your children first and stick 
around for conversation and coffee. 

How can we help you? The connection card in your 
worship guide is one way to ask for prayer, get information, 
and let your voice be heard. Fill out a card and drop it in 
the offering plate. If you have a question or prayer request, 
write it on the back. Pastors and staff meet every week to 
pray.

Bibles are available: If you would like to have a Bible of 
your own, ask an usher.

The FCC website: Check out 1stcov.org for up-to-date 
event schedules, ministry opportunities, and sermon MP3s 
and PDFs.

Today's Speaker 
Dan Collison is our Lead Pastor. He sometimes calls this 
work serving as "air traffic control" for the thriving and 
engaged First Covenant community. In addition to his 
work as our leader, Dan also serves as a civic leader for the 
downtown Minneapolis business community. Dan has 
been serving churches since the 90s in various leadership 
capacities. He received a B.M. from the Eastman School of 
Music (NY), M.Div. from Bethel Seminary (MN), and D.Min. 
from Fuller Seminary (CA), and is an ordained minister in 
the Evangelical Covenant Church (ECC).  He says, "I love 
helping people discover the joy of Christian faith and 
serving others." If you are looking to connect further with 
this community of faith, please let him know.

Upcoming Meetings
Listen & Dialogue (Sunday, December 3, 11:00 a.m.):  
Thanks to all who participated in the first phase of 
our Listen and Dialogue, “What Informs, Directs and 
Governs our Ministry at First Covenant Church?” On 
Sunday, December 3 after the service, you are invited 
to continue the discussion as we move to the second 
phase question, “How does our Ministry Foundation 
Inform, Direct, and Govern our Inclusive Ministry?”

Town Hall Meeting about Venue Development 
(Sunday, December 10, 11:00 a.m.):  The Leadership 
Team invites the congregation to a special presentation 
by “Aisleseat Productions” that will explore the 
development of the church’s auditorium space into 
a community performance venue. Please join us in 
the Lounge after the service on December 10 for this 
presentation. 

What's Ahead
Annual Interfaith Thanksgiving Service (Thursday, 
November 23, 10-11:00 a.m.): Join a diverse group of 
faith leaders and community members as we come 
together to give thanks for the abundance in our lives. 
This year’s service will call on us to recognize that not 
everyone in our community experiences abundance 
in the same ways by lifting up the voice of those who 
do not have stable housing. The offering collected 
will go directly to the Downtown Congregations 
to End Homelessness and their efforts to address 
homelessness and housing instability in our community 
through education, advocacy, and emergency rental 
assistance.  The event is hosted by the downtown senior 
clergy and will be held at the Basilica of Saint Mary.

Just Mercy Book Club (Tuesday, November 28, 6:30 
p.m.): We’re a group of readers who want to open our 
minds and hearts to books that will inform and change 
us.  We meet on the last Tuesday of every month, from 
6:30–8:00 p.m. at Open Book Minneapolis (1011 S 
Washington Ave, Minneapolis). This group is open to all 
who want to learn more about issues of race, justice and 
more.  Please join the Just Mercy Book Club group on 
Facebook for current information. 
What we're reading this month: Waking Up White by 
Debby Irving.

10th Annual Abrahamic Traditions Dinner (November 
30, 6:15pm): We are excited to invite you to the 10th 
Annual Abrahamic Traditions Dinner, which will feature 
speakers and conversation on the topic: “What happens 
when our core values are hijacked from within?”  The 
dinner will be held at Grace Lutheran Church of Apple 
Valley (7800 W County Rd 42, Apple Valley, MN 55412).  
This event is free and open to the public, but requires an 
RSVP (https://goo.gl/forms/2eJipLPvt65YH0hO2).
  
In addition, the Niagara Foundation is adding a "next 
step" to these gatherings ... providing an opportunity 
for participants to continue the conversation.  The 
3Faiths@TheTable program groups individuals, couples 
or families of three faiths -- any three faiths -- for shared 
dinners in their homes, providing an opportunity to 
meet and share in a more intimate environment.  Our 
experience has been that sharing food and inviting 
others into our homes leads to more trust and deeper 
relationships. For more information and questions, send 
an email to Minnesota@niagarafoundation.org.

A New Advent Experience (Beginning December 5): 
Join the Advent Meditation group, meeting this year 
on three Tuesday evenings, December 5, 12, 18, from 
6:30 - 8:30pm, at First Covenant, as we explore art 
journaling together.  Art journaling is a way of playing 
with color, images and words to express our feeling and 
thoughts as we read scripture and pray together.  There 
is NO previous art experience required.  The group will 
be engaging with Henri Nouwen’s book, Advent and 
Christmas.  Contact Joy Erickson at jerickson@1cov.
org to register or if you have any questions.  The book 
and supplies will be available at the first gathering on 
December 5th.

NOT IN OUR CITY 5K (Saturday, December 9, Target 
Field): Join thousands of people taking one step 
forward to support local organizations who are 
working around the clock to make an impact in the 
fight against human trafficking. Sign up for the race at 
www.notinourcity5k.org/mn. Then, contact Nick Cross 
at nhcross@gmail.com to participate with the First 
Covenant runners group.

SAVE THE DATE: Sabbath Retreat (January 19-20, 
2018): You are invited to begin the new year finding rest, 
renewal and delight in the midst of the fullness of your 
life on the First Covenant Sabbath Retreat, January 19-
20, 2018 at the Franciscan Retreat Center in Prior Lake, 
MN.  More information, registration forms, and details of 
the retreat will be available soon. 

Notes

Community
Dwelling in Prayer and the Word: From 8:30–9:15 a.m., 
you are invited to a quiet space where you will receive 
Sunday morning’s scripture to read and meditate upon. 
It’s an opportunity to prepare for worship, reflect in 
the quiet, listen for God’s voice, and seek God in prayer. 
Dwelling is available every Sunday in the Swedish Room 
located at the top of the ramp in the foyer.

Last Sunday was our Sabbath to End Homelessness!  
While we recognize that there will always be people 
who have a housing crisis, First Covenant is committed 
to helping ensure that people’s experiences with 
homelessness are rare, brief and non-recurring. That 
is why we work with partners like the Downtown 
Congregations to End Homelessness (DCEH) and 
St. Stephen’s Human Services to not only provide 
shelter, but advocate with and for those experiencing 
homelessness.  Want to know how you can get involved? 
Contact Pastor Todd Bratulich at tbratulich@1stcov.org 
to learn more about the following opportunities to work 
toward our goal of ending homelessness:
• Serve a shelter meal: Check out the calendar at 
1stcov.org/shelter  and contact Norm Blagman at 
shelter@1stcov.org to reserve a date.
• Serve as an Evening Shelter Volunteer: Talk to 
Pastor Todd or contact Tess Gehring at TGehring@
ststephensmpls.org to learn more. Training is provided 
and a background check is required. 
• Donate to our Shelter Needs Drive: We are collecting 
new and gently used twin-sized sheets and blankets, 
along with trial/hotel sized personal care/hygiene 
items.  
• Join our Advocacy Team: Develop strategies for 
engaging public and elected officials to advocate for 
funding and policies that impact people experiencing or 
at risk of homelessness.  
• Participate in the Homeless Memorial March on 
Thursday, December 21. Begins at 5pm at Hennepin 
County Gov’t Center. 

Arts & Crafts group meeting today: If you’re a knitter/
crocheter/scrapbooker/colorer/quilter, etc., we’ve got a 
place for you!  We’ll meet in the Lounge after the service 
at 11:00. Please bring your own supplies and a snack or 
sandwich.  


