
MONDAY, OCTOBER 10

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 11
6:30 p.m.   United International Christian 
   Fellowship (lounge)

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 12
10:00 a.m.  Life Group at Augustana Senior Apartments

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 13
6:30 p.m.   Gospel choir rehearsal (lounge)

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 14
                   Church office closed

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15
9:00 a.m.   Apple Picking at Afton Apple Orchard
6:30 p.m.   United International Christian
   Fellowship (lounge)

NEXT SUNDAY, OCTOBER 16
8:30 a.m.
• Dwelling in Prayer and the Word 
 (Swedish room)

9:30 a.m.
• Worship (sanctuary)
• Children’s programming during worship
 Nursery – infants through age 3  
    (nursery & toddler room)
 Children's church – ages 4 through 
    5th grade (room 252)

11:00 a.m.
• All-church meal (gym)

4:00 p.m.
• Joint Gospel Choir Concert at Park Avenue United   
    Methodist (3400 Park Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN 55407)

First Covenant Church events are listed in bold type.
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8:30 a.m.
•  Dwelling in Prayer and the Word (Swedish room)

9:30 a.m.
•  Worship (sanctuary)
•   Children’s programming during worship 
  Nursery – infants through age 3
     (Nursery & Toddler Room)
  Children’s church – ages 4 through 5th 
     grade (Room 252)

12:00 p.m.
Vikings game

Dan Collison, Lead Pastor / dcollison@1stcov.org

Ashley Aamot, Administrative Assistant / info@1stcov.org

Heather Albinson, Volunteer Visual Arts Associate / halbinson@1stcov.org

Lisa Albinson, Volunteer Visual Artist / lalbinson@1stcov.org

Bruce Balgaard, Director of Worship / bbalgaard@1stcov.org

Norm Blagman, Homeless Shelter Volunteer Coordinator / 

         shelter@1stcov.org

Todd Bratulich, Pastor for Community and Mission Engagement / 

         tbratulich@1stcov.org

Joy Erickson, Pastor of Congregational Care / jerickson@1stcov.org

Carma Gjerning, Director of Children & Families / cgjerning@1stcov.org

Brian Ogren, Church Administrator / bogren@1stcov.org

Charlie Peterson, Communications Coordinator / cpeterson@1stcov.org

Robert Robinson, Artist in Residence / rrobinson@1stcov.org

Doug Vigoren, Facilities Manager / dvigoren@1stcov.org

Sara Wilhelm Garbers, Office Manager / Preaching Team /
         swilhelmgarbers@1stcov.org

MetroKids Early Childhood Education
612-332-5437 / www.metrokids.org
Charice Deegan, Executive Director

cdeegan@metrokids.org

TODAY, 
OCTOBER 9, 2016

THIS WEEK AT 
FIRST COVENANT

First Covenant Church
Sunday, October 9, 2016 • 9:30 am 

Call to worship
“Be the Church”
Welcome and announcements
“Standing in the Need of Prayer”
“Come Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy”
"Down in the River to Pray"
(Children are dismissed for children’s church)
Offering
Message: “Merciful” (Matthew 5:7)
"House of God Forever"
Benediction
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“Why We Gather”
14 Month Series Design Idea

By Lisa Albinson

Color Palette:

1. “Growing a Community Devoted to

    God, Neighbor + One Another”



Welcome!
First Covenant Church is a diverse, multi-generational, 
urban Christian community offering hope and 
transformation through the love of God and the life and 
teachings of Jesus.

Visitors, we would love to meet you. After the worship 
service, stop by the front of the Sanctuary for a warm 
welcome by ministry staff.

Glad You're Here
Welcome, children: Care for infants through age three is 
available beginning at 9:20 a.m. for the worship service. 
Children’s church (ages 4 through fifth grade) begins 
right before the sermon starts. An announcement will be 
made and teachers will guide kids to Room 252. After the 
worship service, pick up your children and stick around 
for conversation and coffee. 

How can we help you? The connection card in 
your worship guide is one way to ask for prayer, get 
information, and let your voice be heard. Fill out a card 
and drop it in the offering plate. If you have a question 
or prayer request, write it on the back. Pastors and staff 
meet every week to pray.

Read all about it: First Covenant’s newsletter, First 
Things, is available in the foyer and usher stands.  You 
can also find digital versions of current and previous 
issues on our website at 1stcov.org/publication. 

Bibles are available: If you would like to have a Bible of 
your own, ask an usher.

The FCC website: Check out 1stcov.org for up-to-date 
event schedules, ministry opportunities, and sermon 
MP3s and PDFs.

Apple Picking at Afton Apple Orchard (Saturday, 
October 15, 9 a.m.): Everyone is invited to enjoy the 
apple harvest and the gift of being together. We will 
meet at the church at 9 a.m. and drive to Afton Apple 
Orchard (which opens at 10 a.m.). Transportation will be 
provided. There are activities for every age. Enjoy time in 
the countryside, play on a straw mountain, walk through 
the corn maze, spend time with the friendly critters at 
the petting zoo, pick apples, and spend some time with 
the friendly critters from our church community. We 
would love to have you join us! After lunch we will return 
to First Covenant.

All-church meal (Sunday, October 16, after the 
service): Get ready for a feast!  After next Sunday’s 
worship service, grab your appetite and join us in the 
gym for our monthly all-church meal. Bring a dish or two 
to share!

Joint Gospel Choir Concert at Park Avenue United 
Methodist (Sunday, October 16, 4:00 p.m., doors 
3:30 p.m.): Robert Robinson and the First Covenant 
Gospel Choir will be performing a joint concert with 
the gospel choir at Park Avenue Methodist Church. The 
event is free and open to the public. A free will offering 
will be received. The concert will feature traditional 
and contemporary gospel songs and feature a special 
musical tribute honoring international gospel pioneer, 
Andrae Crouch. For more information, contact Robert 
Robinson at rrobinson@1stcov.org, or speak with any of 
the Gospel Choir members.

       Park Avenue United Methodist
       3400 Park Ave. S.
       Minneapolis, MN 55407

Event Parking Volunteer Opportunity: Now that the 
Vikings are once again playing across the street from 
First Covenant, our parking lot has provided us with a 
unique opportunity for revenue.  Each Vikings game 
represents a $10,000 opportunity for First Covenant, and 
presents a great way for each member of our church to 
make a huge impact.  For each event, eight volunteers 
are needed, with duties including setting up and taking 
down event signage, watching the Impark pay station 
and assisting customers, directing traffic and more.
 
Volunteers are needed for the following home games—
please contact Frances Woodson via text at 513-477-9123 
or email at 5134779123@tmomail.net to get involved!
 
Sunday, October 9 (TODAY)
vs. Houston Texans
Game time 12:00 p.m.

Sunday Parking During Construction: During 
construction of the East Town Apartments and our 
new structured parking ramp we will have 25-30 stalls 
of parking available onsite at the Chicago Avenue 
entrance and exit to our parking lot. Community Housing 
Development Corporation (CHDC) provides free parking 
for church attendees just five blocks away from our 
building. We urge all church members and regular 
attenders to use our Chicago Avenue entrance to drop 
off additional car riders, but, as you are able, park your 
cars offsite at either the free CHDC parking, the pay 
meters around our block, or the nearby hospital parking 
ramps. 

Thank you for keeping the 25-30 stalls at the parking 
lot door primarily available to visitors and those with 
physical disabilities.

Community 
Mark Osler, today’s guest speaker, is the Robert and Marion 
Short Professor of Law at the University of St. Thomas in 
Minneapolis, and a graduate of the College of William and 
Mary and Yale Law School. He currently is the head of the 
Association of Religiously Affiliated Law Schools and held the 
Byrd Preaching Chair at St. Martin’s-by-the-Lake Episcopal 
Church in 2012.

Dwelling in Prayer and the Word: From 8:30–9:15 a.m., you 
are invited to a quiet space where you will receive Sunday 
morning’s scripture to read and meditate upon. It’s an 
opportunity to prepare for worship, reflect in the quiet, listen 
for God’s voice, and seek God in prayer. Dwelling is available 
every Sunday (except when there are Wake-Ups) in the 
Swedish Room located at the top of the ramp in the foyer.

Monthly Group Runs: First Covenant runners of all abilities 
are welcome to join a new monthly group running group. 
Join us the first Saturday of every month in the First 
Covenant parking lot for a morning jog by the river.  We'll 
decide on distance that morning and brunch after!

Please pray for our neighbor Community Emergency 
Services—a nonprofit crisis relief and empowerment 
ministry that extends the love of Jesus to people of the 
Philips and Elliott Park neighborhoods. CES provides services 
to over 70,000 people annually. For more information, visit 
www.cesmn.org.

What’s Ahead
Recharge, refresh: Next Sunday, experience God at First 
Covenant Church through music, scripture, the arts, and 
community. The worship service begins at 9:30 a.m. 
The message, “Pure in Heart,” is week six in our series on 
community, “Why We Gather.”

Join the Gospel Choir! (Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.): Please 
join Robert Robinson every Thursday night in the lounge, 
and lend your voice to our fabulous Gospel Choir.  No 
experience is necessary—you are needed and wanted!


