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8:30 a.m.
•  Dwelling in Prayer and the Word (Swedish room)

9:30 a.m.
•  Worship (sanctuary)
•   Children’s programming during worship 
  Nursery – infants through age 3
     (Nursery & Toddler Room)
  Children’s church – ages 4 through 5th 
     grade (Room 252)

11:00 a.m.
•  All-church meal & Listen and Dialogue (Fellowship Hall)

12:30 p.m.
•  Street Voices of Change (lounge)

Dan Collison, Lead Pastor / dcollison@1stcov.org

Ashley Aamot, Administrative Assistant / info@1stcov.org

Heather Albinson, Volunteer Visual Arts Associate / halbinson@1stcov.org

Lisa Albinson, Volunteer Visual Artist / lalbinson@1stcov.org

Bruce Balgaard, Director of Worship / bbalgaard@1stcov.org

Norm Blagman, Homeless Shelter Volunteer Coordinator / 

         shelter@1stcov.org

Todd Bratulich, Pastor for Community and Mission Engagement / 

         tbratulich@1stcov.org

Joy Erickson, Pastor of Congregational Care / jerickson@1stcov.org

Carma Gjerning, Director of Children & Families / cgjerning@1stcov.org

Ashley Grinnell, Associate Music Director / agrinnell@1stcov.org

Brian Ogren, Church Administrator / bogren@1stcov.org

Robert Robinson, Artist in Residence / rrobinson@1stcov.org

Doug Vigoren, Facilities Manager / dvigoren@1stcov.org

Sara Wilhelm Garbers, Pastor of Connections / 

         swilhelmgarbers@1stcov.org

MetroKids Early Childhood Education
612-332-5437 / www.metrokids.org
Charice Deegan, Executive Director

cdeegan@metrokids.org

TODAY, 
OCTOBER 8, 2017

THIS WEEK AT 
FIRST COVENANT

Heard something great, but didn't 
have a chance to make a note? 
Head to 1stcov.org this week and grab 
the MP3 of today's sermon!

MONDAY, OCTOBER 9
11:30 a.m. Interlude

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 10
6:30 p.m.   United International Christian
   Fellowship (lounge)

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 11

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 12

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 13
                   Church office closed

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 14
6:30 p.m.   United International Christian
   Fellowship (lounge)

NEXT SUNDAY, OCTOBER 15
8:30 a.m.
• Dwelling in Prayer and the Word (Swedish room)

9:30 a.m.
• Worship (Sanctuary)
• Children’s programming during worship
 Nursery – infants through age 3  
    (nursery & toddler room)
 Children's church – ages 4 through 
    5th grade (room 252)

11:00 a.m.
• Art's and Crafts Group (Lounge)

12:30 p.m.
• Street Voices of Change (Lounge)

7:00 p.m.
• Community Gospel Choir Concert (Sanctuary)

First Covenant Church events are listed in bold type.

SUNDAY, OCT. 8th

"You Are Everything"

Welcome and greeting

"Glory Glory Hallelujah"

"Soon and Very Soon"

"Alpha and Omega"
(Children are dismissed for children’s church)

Offering

New Teaching Series

Message: “The Religious Struggle for Freedom” (Galatians 2) 
"Jehova Jireh"

Benediction

First Covenant Church
Sunday, October 8, 2017 • 9:30 am



Welcome!
First Covenant Church is a diverse, multi-generational, 
urban Christian community offering hope and 
transformation through the love of God and the life and 
teachings of Jesus.

Visitors, we would love to meet you. After the worship 
service, stop by the front of the Sanctuary for a warm 
welcome by ministry staff.

Glad You're Here
Welcome, children: Care for infants through age three is 
available beginning at 9:20 a.m. for the worship service. 
Children’s church (ages 4 through fifth grade) begins 
right before the sermon starts. An announcement will 
be made and teachers will guide kids to Room 252. After 
the worship service, pick up your children first and stick 
around for conversation and coffee. 

How can we help you? The connection card in your 
worship guide is one way to ask for prayer, get information, 
and let your voice be heard. Fill out a card and drop it in 
the offering plate. If you have a question or prayer request, 
write it on the back. Pastors and staff meet every week to 
pray.

Bibles are available: If you would like to have a Bible of 
your own, ask an usher.

The FCC website: Check out 1stcov.org for up-to-date 
event schedules, ministry opportunities, and sermon MP3s 
and PDFs.

Today's Speaker 
Dan Collison is our Senior Pastor. He sometimes calls 
this work serving as "air traffic control" for the thriving 
and engaged First Covenant community. In addition to 
his work as our leader, Dan also serves as a civic leader for 
the downtown Minneapolis business community. Dan has 
been serving churches since the 90s in various leadership 
capacities. He received a B.M. from the Eastman School of 
Music (NY), M.Div. from Bethel Seminary (MN), and D.Min. 
from Fuller Seminary (CA), and is an ordained minister in 
the Evangelical Covenant Church (ECC).  He says, "I love 
helping people discover the joy of Christian faith and 
serving others." If you are looking to connect further with 
this community of faith, please let him know.

What's Ahead
All-church meal & Listen and Dialogue (today, after 
the service): Also, next Sunday, after the worship service, 
please join us in the fellowship hall for our monthly all-
church meal!  If you’d like to bring a dish to share, please 
sign up in the lobby after today’s service. During the all-
church meal, the Leadership Team will host the first Listen 
and Dialogue as together we begin to define and clarify our 
core Christian values and beliefs that shape who we are 
and what we aspire to be as a church congregation.

Fall Gospel Concert (Sunday, October 15, 7 p.m.): Come 
and enjoy an incredible concert featuring Robert Robinson 
and the community gospel choir workshop participants 
on the evening of October 15th.  Admission is free, any 
donations at the concert will go to support the homeless 
shelter at FCC.  

The Future of Spirituality with Krista Tippett and 
Brandan Robertson (Friday, October 20, 6 p.m.): We are 
in a moment of tremendous transformation and evolution 
in every realm of human existence, but perhaps no area is 
being as dramatically effected as religion and spirituality. 
Join Nomad Partnerships for this special event with one 
of the worlds leading spiritual teachers and host of On 
Being on National Public Radio, Krista Tippett, along with 
millennial author and contemplative activist Brandan 
Robertson for an intergenerational conversation about 
where religion and spirituality are heading and how people 
of faith and their communities can adapt and evolve to 
meet the challenges and opportunities in this new age.  
The live event will take place in the Sanctuary at 6 p.m. 
followed by a book signing.  To get tickets, please go to 
the “Events” section on the church website (www.1stcov.
org/events) and scroll to the find the event.  Enter the 
promotional code “1COV” to receive a 50% discount offered 
to our congregation.

DCEH Volunteer Training (October 25, 6:30 p.m.): Are 
you interested in volunteering in our homeless shelter, but 
struggle to know how to engage with people experiencing 
homelessness? Join us as First Covenant hosts a volunteer 
training event with the Downtown Congregations to 
End Homelessness (DCEH) on Wednesday, October 25 at 
6:30pm in Fellowship Hall. The evening will include a meal, 
introduction to the FCC Shelter, and training on the topic of 
“Difficult Conversations”. We are currently in need of a few 
additional FCC volunteers to help host the event.  Please 
contact Pastor Todd Bratulich if you are interested in 
participating or volunteering.

Just Mercy Book Club (Thursday, October 26, 6:30 
p.m.): We’re a group of readers who want to open our 
minds and hearts to books that will inform and change 
us.  We meet on the last Thursday of every month, 
from 6:30–8:00 p.m. at Open Book Minneapolis (1011 S 
Washington Ave, Minneapolis). This group is open to all 
who want to learn more about issues of race, justice and 
more.  Please join the Just Mercy Book Club group on 
Facebook for current information. 
What we're reading this month: Things Fall Apart by 
Chinua Achebe.

Notes

Community
Dwelling in Prayer and the Word: From 8:30–9:15 a.m., 
you are invited to a quiet space where you will receive 
Sunday morning’s scripture to read and meditate upon. 
It’s an opportunity to prepare for worship, reflect in 
the quiet, listen for God’s voice, and seek God in prayer. 
Dwelling is available every Sunday in the Swedish Room 
located at the top of the ramp in the foyer.

Please pray for our neighbor Community Emergency 
Services—a nonprofit crisis relief and empowerment 
ministry that extends the love of Jesus to people of the 
Philips and Elliott Park neighborhoods. CES provides 
services to over 70,000 people annually. For more 
information, visit www.cesmn.org.  

LifeGroup Invitation: Want to join a small group at 
First Covenant?  LifeGroups are a group of people from 
our faith community who journey together, making an 
intentional decision to share faith, laughter, learning, 
and our adventure of working out what it means to be 
a Christ-follower in the everyday of our lives.  It may 
take different forms depending on the people involved: 
sharing a meal, enjoying an activity together, serving in 
the shelter, reading a book together, playing outdoors 
or enjoying the arts.   Your LifeGroup will help you build 
relationships that matter while experiencing God more 
deeply. Interested?  Fill out a LifeGroup signup card today 
and place it in the offering plate or hand it to an usher 
on your way out.  Want to learn more or have questions?  
Reach out to Pastor Sara at swilhelmgarbers@1stcov.org. 

Do you have a passion for sustainability and 
recycling? Do you want to see our community and 
partners who share our building create best practices 
based on environmental consciousness? Do you want 
to be a partner in that work? First Covenant is starting 
a "green team" to own the work of making our building 
a more sustainable place as we work to implement new 
ways to tackle being green. No prior experience or major 
time commitment is necessary to be involved! Email 
Maddy Bartsch at saltofthenorth@gmail.com to find out 
more and get involved.

MetroKids Needs You! MetroKids is hiring aides for the 
toddler room and the infant classroom.  Competitive 
salary and rich benefits are offered.  If you or someone 
you know is interested in applying for the position, 
please send a cover letter and resume to the Executive 
Director, Charice Deegan at cdeegan@metrokids.org. 
Thank you!


