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8:30 a.m.
•  Dwelling in Prayer and the Word (Swedish room)

9:30 a.m.
•  Worship (sanctuary)
•   Children’s programming during worship 
  Nursery – infants through age 3
     (Nursery & Toddler Room)
  Children’s church – ages 4 through 5th 
     grade (Room 252)

11:00 a.m.
•  Arts and crafts group (Lounge)

12:30 p.m.
•  Street Voices of Change (Lounge)

Dan Collison, Lead Pastor / dcollison@1stcov.org

Ashley Aamot, Admin. Assistant/Communications Coordinator /
         info@1stcov.org

Heather Albinson, Volunteer Visual Arts Associate / info@1stcov.org

Lisa Albinson, Volunteer Visual Artist / info@1stcov.org

Bruce Balgaard, Director of Worship / bbalgaard@1stcov.org

Norm Blagman, Homeless Shelter Volunteer Coordinator / 

         shelter@1stcov.org

Todd Bratulich, Pastor for Community and Mission Engagement / 

         tbratulich@1stcov.org

Carma Gjerning, Director of Children & Families / cgjerning@1stcov.org

Ashley Grinnell, Associate Music Director / info@1stcov.org

Andrea Hollingsworth, Theologian in Residence / 

         ahollingsworth@unitedseminary.edu

Brian Ogren, Church Administrator / bogren@1stcov.org

Robert Robinson, Artist in Residence / rrobinson@1stcov.org

Saran Sidime, Preaching Team / info@1stcov.org

Doug Vigoren, Facilities Manager / dvigoren@1stcov.org

MetroKids Early Childhood Education
612-332-5437 / www.metrokids.org
Charice Deegan, Executive Director

cdeegan@metrokids.org

TODAY, 
JANUARY 28, 2018

NEXT SUNDAY,
FEBRUARY 4, 2018

Heard something great, but didn't 
have a chance to make a note? 
Head to 1stcov.org this week and grab 
the MP3 of today's sermon!

Next Sunday, due to the Super Bowl, we will 
be worshipping offsite at St. Mark's Episcopal 
Cathedral in Loring Park!  Please see the insert 
for more details.

"Instruments of Peace"

Welcome and greeting

"Blessed Be Your Name"

"Where You Lead Me, Lord (I Will Follow)"

"All the Poor and Powerless"

Children are dismissed for children’s church

Offering

God at Work: Andrea Hollingsworth

Message: “What do I do when I am unjustly persecuted by  my religion?" 
(Philippians 1)
Benediction

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28th

First Covenant Church
Sunday, January 28, 2018 • 9:30 am



Welcome!
First Covenant Church is a diverse, multi-generational, 
urban Christian community offering hope and 
transformation through the love of God and the life and 
teachings of Jesus.

Visitors, we would love to meet you. After the worship 
service, stop by the front of the Sanctuary for a warm 
welcome by ministry staff.

Glad You're Here
Welcome, children: Care for infants through age three is 
available beginning at 9:20 a.m. for the worship service. 
Children’s church (ages 4 through fifth grade) begins 
right before the sermon starts. An announcement will 
be made and teachers will guide kids to Room 252. After 
the worship service, pick up your children first and stick 
around for conversation and coffee. 

How can we help you? The connection card in your 
worship guide is one way to ask for prayer, get information, 
and let your voice be heard. Fill out a card and drop it in 
the offering plate. If you have a question or prayer request, 
write it on the back. Pastors and staff meet every week to 
pray.

Bibles are available: If you would like to have a Bible of 
your own, ask an usher.

The FCC website: Check out 1stcov.org for up-to-date 
event schedules, ministry opportunities, and sermon MP3s 
and PDFs.

Today's Speaker 
Saran Sidime is a member of the preaching team. Saran 
was born in Guinea Conakry. At eight years old, her family 
moved to the Ivory Coast. When Saran was eleven,  her 
family fled the civil war in Ivory Coast to seek Asylum in 
New York City. Saran grew up in the South Bronx. She 
attended Mount Holyoke College in South Hadley, MA 
and earned a Bachelors degree in International Relations 
with a concentration in International Peace & Security in 
May of 2014. Prior to her move to Minnesota, she worked 
for various international organizations and think tanks 
in Washington DC. She now works as a staff assistant 
for Sen. Smith in Saint Paul.  Saran is making plans to 
attend divinity school in the fall. Her various interests 

Worshipping at St. Mark's (next Sunday): First Cov is 
within the security perimeter of US Bank Stadium during 
Super Bowl weekend so on Super Bowl Sunday, NEXT 
SUNDAY, we will be worshipping at St. Mark's Episcopal 
Cathedral.  See insert for more information.

Finding Me (beginning February 6)(6:30-9 p.m.): New 
adult spiritual formation experience beginning In February! 
Finding Me will guide participants in an exploration of four 
essential questions that form the basis of how we engage 
with God, ourselves and our world: 1) Who am I? 2) What 
do I love? 3) Knowing I will die, how do I want to live? And 
4) What is my gift to the world? Through conversation, 
teaching, and guided spiritual practices, we will dig deeply 
into what it means to live as the beloved of God. The class 
meets on the first Tuesday of the month for 5 months 
beginning February 6 from 6:30-9pm. The course is free 
but registration is required as space is limited and we need 
to prepare course materials ahead of time. Please RSVP 
with Ashley Aamot via email at info@1stcov.org.  

All-church meal and Listen & Dialogue (Sunday, 
February 11, 11:00 a.m.): Thanks to all who participated 
in our lively discussion on December 3rd as we began 
processing “How does our ministry foundation inform, 
direct, and govern our inclusive ministry?” Due to the Super 
Bowl and other scheduling issues, we will gather again to 
continue the discussion on Sunday, February 11th during 
our monthly all-church meal.  Children will be dismissed 
at 11:30 as we begin the conversation.  Childcare will be 
provided in the Gym as well as in the infant room. In the 
meantime, we will be sending out some materials and 
information that we hope will prepare everyone for an 
open, safe and meaningful dialogue on February 11th.”

Notesinclude but are not limited to: international humanitarian 
law, christian ethics and society, african ethics, forced 
migration, moral imagination in peace building, religious 
and cultural traditions of French- speaking Africa,  and 
ethno-political violence in Africa. When Saran isn't 
wrestling with heavy thoughts in her solitude, she makes 
time for laughter with her family and life-giving friends. 

Community
Dwelling in Prayer and the Word: From 8:30–9:15 a.m., 
you are invited to a quiet space where you will receive 
Sunday morning’s scripture to read and meditate upon. It’s 
an opportunity to prepare for worship, reflect in the quiet, 
listen for God’s voice, and seek God in prayer. Dwelling is 
available every Sunday in the Swedish Room located at the 
top of the ramp in the foyer.

Shelter meal volunteers needed! Join us to help serve a 
meal in our homeless shelter on Wednesday, March 21st 
from 5:30-7:30pm.  Sign up to volunteer by contacting 
Pastor Todd Bratulich (tbratulich@1stcov.org).

Sunday morning volunteer recruitment!  Beloved 
FCC Community, many of you are serving in a volunteer 
capacity, whether greeting folks as they come through 
the door, serving refreshments, ushering or running 
media during the service. We would not function as the 
welcoming community we are without your help, so thank 
you! That said, we are still in need of volunteers in various 
areas on Sunday mornings.  Please consider signing up 
to serve by stoping by our volunteer table the Foyer after 
the service today or by emailing Ashley at info@1stcov.org.  
The sign up sheet lists our greatest needs, but we’d also 
like to know if you have a passion for serving in particular 
capacity that is not listed. We need you and are grateful for 
you!

What's Ahead
Just Mercy Book Club (Tuesday, January 30th, 6:30 
p.m.): We’re a group of readers who want to open our 
minds and hearts to books that will inform and change us.  
We meet on the last Tuesday of every month, from 6:30–
8:00 p.m. at Open Book Minneapolis (1011 S Washington 
Ave, Minneapolis). This group is open to all who want to 
learn more about issues of race, justice and more.  Please 
join the Just Mercy Book Club group on Facebook for 
current information.  The next meeting will be Tuesday, 
January 30th.  We’ll be reading The Absolutely True Diary 
of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie.  


