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8:30 a.m.
•  Dwelling in Prayer and the Word (Swedish room)

9:30 a.m.
•  Worship (sanctuary)
•   Children’s programming during worship 
  Nursery – infants through age 3
     (Nursery & Toddler Room)
  Children’s church – ages 4 through 5th 
     grade (Room 252)

11:00 a.m.
•  All-church meal (Fellowship Hall)
•  Street Voices of Change joining

Dan Collison, Lead Pastor / dcollison@1stcov.org

Ashley Aamot, Admin. Assistant/Communications Coordinator /
         info@1stcov.org

Heather Albinson, Volunteer Visual Arts Associate / info@1stcov.org

Lisa Albinson, Volunteer Visual Artist / info@1stcov.org

Bruce Balgaard, Director of Worship / bbalgaard@1stcov.org

Norm Blagman, Homeless Shelter Volunteer Coordinator / 

         shelter@1stcov.org

Todd Bratulich, Pastor for Community and Mission Engagement / 

         tbratulich@1stcov.org

Carma Gjerning, Director of Children & Families / cgjerning@1stcov.org

Ashley Grinnell, Associate Music Director / info@1stcov.org

Andrea Hollingsworth, Theologian in Residence / 

         ahollingsworth@unitedseminary.edu

Brian Ogren, Church Administrator / bogren@1stcov.org

Robert Robinson, Artist in Residence / rrobinson@1stcov.org

Doug Vigoren, Facilities Manager / dvigoren@1stcov.org

MetroKids Early Childhood Education
612-332-5437 / www.metrokids.org
Charice Deegan, Executive Director

cdeegan@metrokids.org

TODAY, 
JANUARY 14, 2018

THIS WEEK AT 
FIRST COVENANT

Heard something great, but didn't 
have a chance to make a note? 
Head to 1stcov.org this week and grab 
the MP3 of today's sermon!

MONDAY, JANUARY 15
Building closed in observance of MLK day

NEXT SUNDAY,JANUARY 21
8:30 a.m.
• Dwelling in Prayer and the Word (Swedish room)

9:30 a.m.
• Worship (Sanctuary)
• Children’s programming during worship
 Nursery – infants through age 3  
    (nursery & toddler room)
 Children's church – ages 4 through 
    5th grade (room 252)

11:00 a.m.
•Arts & crafts group (Lounge)

12:30 p.m.
• Street Voices of Change (Lounge)

First Covenant Church events are listed in bold type.

"Come By Here, Good Lord"

Welcome and greeting

Poem by Maya Angelou: "Abundant Hope"

"All Because of Jesus"

"Down By the Riverside"

"Alpha and Omega"

Children are dismissed for children’s church

Offering

"A Change is Gonna Come"

Readings and reflections: "Demystifying the teachings of MLK"

"Hold On, It'll Be Alright"

Benediction

First Covenant Church
Sunday, January 14, 2018 • 9:30 am



Welcome!
First Covenant Church is a diverse, multi-generational, 
urban Christian community offering hope and 
transformation through the love of God and the life and 
teachings of Jesus.

Visitors, we would love to meet you. After the worship 
service, stop by the front of the Sanctuary for a warm 
welcome by ministry staff.

Glad You're Here
Welcome, children: Care for infants through age three is 
available beginning at 9:20 a.m. for the worship service. 
Children’s church (ages 4 through fifth grade) begins 
right before the sermon starts. An announcement will 
be made and teachers will guide kids to Room 252. After 
the worship service, pick up your children first and stick 
around for conversation and coffee. 

How can we help you? The connection card in your 
worship guide is one way to ask for prayer, get information, 
and let your voice be heard. Fill out a card and drop it in 
the offering plate. If you have a question or prayer request, 
write it on the back. Pastors and staff meet every week to 
pray.

Bibles are available: If you would like to have a Bible of 
your own, ask an usher.

The FCC website: Check out 1stcov.org for up-to-date 
event schedules, ministry opportunities, and sermon MP3s 
and PDFs.

Today's Program
The Committee on Racial and Economic Justice (CREJ) 
has planned today's reflections and readings on this 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. weekend.  Poems and 
reflections will be posted on our website under today's 
sermon page.
CREJ meets the fourth Sunday of every month to host 
conversation at the intersection of faith and justice.  All are 
welcome to join.

Finding Me Class (beginning February 6)(6:30-9 p.m.): 
New adult spiritual formation experience beginning 
In February! Finding Me will guide participants in an 
exploration of four essential questions that form the basis 
of how we engage with God, ourselves and our world: 1) 
Who am I? 2) What do I love? 3) Knowing I will die, how 
do I want to live? And 4) What is my gift to the world? 
Through conversation, teaching, and guided spiritual 
practices, we will dig deeply into what it means to live as 
the beloved of God. The class meets on the first Tuesday 
of the month for 5 months beginning February 6 from 
6:30-9pm. The course is free but registration is required 
as space is limited and we need to prepare course 
materials ahead of time. Please RSVP with Ashley Aamot 
via email at info@1stcov.org.  

Free Lindy Hop Class at FCC! (Monday evenings 
beginning February 12): Join us as we learn what is 
considered America's national folk dance: Lindy hop. 
Lindy hop was pioneered by black teenagers in Harlem in 
the 1920s and 1930s and is considered one of the oldest 
types of swing dance. Although this dance was created 
by black people, it's history is not very well known by 
the general public, including some dancers. In this four 
week series, you will not only learn basic movements and 
partner connection but also some history that will help 
you to better appreciate and enjoy the dance.  Please note 
that it's not necessary to have a partner, dance shoes, 
or even rhythm to join. The rhythm comes later. It's only 
important to dress comfortably and wear shoes that 
facilitate sliding.  This free class will take place on Monday 
evenings from 7-8:15pm in the Gym beginning February 12 
through March  5.  If you have any questions, please reach 
out to the dance instructor, our very own Bionca Davis at 
wbillsfan@gmail.com.

All-church meal and Listen & Dialogue (Sunday, 
February 11, 11:00 a.m.): Thanks to all who participated 
in our lively discussion on December 3rd as we began 
processing “How does our ministry foundation inform, 
direct, and govern our inclusive ministry?” Due to the 
Super Bowl and other scheduling issues, we will gather 
again to continue the discussion on Sunday, February 
11th during our monthly all-church meal.  Children will 
be dismissed at 11:30 as we begin the conversation.  
Childcare will be provided in the Gym as well as in the 
infant room. In the meantime, we will be sending out 
some materials and information that we hope will prepare 
everyone for an open, safe and meaningful dialog on 
February 11th.”

NotesCommunity
Dwelling in Prayer and the Word: From 8:30–9:15 a.m., 
you are invited to a quiet space where you will receive 
Sunday morning’s scripture to read and meditate upon. 
It’s an opportunity to prepare for worship, reflect in 
the quiet, listen for God’s voice, and seek God in prayer. 
Dwelling is available every Sunday in the Swedish Room 
located at the top of the ramp in the foyer.

"First Things" revitalized: When asked to take over the 
First Things publication this last fall, artist Lisa Albinson 
decided it was time to take what used to be a news source 
and, with help from the First Covenant community, turn 
it into a story telling device. Her hope is that the new 
publication brings you closer to your community, yourself, 
your God, and for this volume, the concept of arrival.  
Check out the new edition in the usher stands and on the 
website (www.1stcov.org/publications).

Shelter meal volunteers needed! Join us to help serve 
a meal in our homeless shelter on one of the following 
Wednesday’s from 5:30-7:30pm:
•   January 17
•   March 21
Sign up to volunteer in the foyer after the worship service 
today, or contact Pastor Todd Bratulich for more details.

All-church meal today: After today’s worship service, 
please join us downstairs for our monthly all-church meal!

What's Ahead
Sabbath Retreat (January 19-20, 2018): You are invited 
to begin the new year finding rest, renewal and delight in 
the midst of the fullness of your life on the First Covenant 
Sabbath Retreat, January 19-20, 2018 at the Franciscan 
Retreat Center in Prior Lake, MN.  Fill out the enclosed 
registration form and put it in the offering plate or hand it 
to an usher by January 7th.

Just Mercy Book Club (Tuesday, January 30th, 6:30 
p.m.): We’re a group of readers who want to open our 
minds and hearts to books that will inform and change us.  
We meet on the last Tuesday of every month, from 6:30–
8:00 p.m. at Open Book Minneapolis (1011 S Washington 
Ave, Minneapolis). This group is open to all who want to 
learn more about issues of race, justice and more.  Please 
join the Just Mercy Book Club group on Facebook for 
current information.  The next meeting will be Tuesday, 
January 30th.  We’ll be reading The Absolutely True Diary 
of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie.  


