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8:30 a.m.
•  Dwelling in Prayer and the Word (Swedish room)

9:00 a.m.
•  Worship (sanctuary)
•   Children’s programming during worship 
  Nursery – infants through age 3
     (Nursery & Toddler Room)
  Children’s church – ages 4 through 5th 
     grade (Room 252)

11:00 a.m.
•  Congregational meeting (sanctuary)

12:30 p.m.
•  Arts & Crafts Group (foyer)

12:30 p.m.
•  Street Voices of Change (lounge)

Dan Collison, Lead Pastor / dcollison@1stcov.org

Ashley Aamot, Administrative Assistant / info@1stcov.org

Heather Albinson, Volunteer Visual Arts Associate / halbinson@1stcov.org

Lisa Albinson, Volunteer Visual Artist / lalbinson@1stcov.org

Bruce Balgaard, Director of Worship / bbalgaard@1stcov.org

Norm Blagman, Homeless Shelter Volunteer Coordinator / 

         shelter@1stcov.org

Todd Bratulich, Pastor for Community and Mission Engagement / 

         tbratulich@1stcov.org

Joy Erickson, Pastor of Congregational Care / jerickson@1stcov.org

Carma Gjerning, Director of Children & Families / cgjerning@1stcov.org

Ashley Grinnell, Associate Music Director / agrinnell@1stcov.org

Brian Ogren, Church Administrator / bogren@1stcov.org

Robert Robinson, Artist in Residence / rrobinson@1stcov.org

Doug Vigoren, Facilities Manager / dvigoren@1stcov.org

Sara Wilhelm Garbers, Pastor of Connections / 

         swilhelmgarbers@1stcov.org

MetroKids Early Childhood Education
612-332-5437 / www.metrokids.org
Charice Deegan, Executive Director

cdeegan@metrokids.org

TODAY, 
SEPTEMBER 17, 2017

THIS WEEK AT 
FIRST COVENANT

First Covenant Church
Sunday, September 17, 2017 • 9:30 am 

"Trust"
Welcome and greeting
"Instruments of Peace"
"Deliverance"
(Children are dismissed for children’s church)

Offering
"Sing Because I'm Happy"
God at work: Kim Hill & Paulette Wooten
"This Crazy World"
Message: “What is Truth” (John 18:25-38) 
Benediction

Heard something great, but didn't 
have a chance to make a note? 
Head to 1stcov.org this week and grab 
the MP3 of today's sermon!

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 18
11:30 a.m. Interlude

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19
6:30 p.m.   United International Christian
   Fellowship (lounge)

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 21

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 22
                   Church office closed

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
6:30 p.m.   United International Christian
   Fellowship (lounge)

NEXT SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 24
8:30 a.m.
• Dwelling in Prayer and the Word (Swedish room)

9:30 a.m.
• Worship (Sanctuary)
• Children’s programming during worship
 Nursery – infants through age 3  
    (nursery & toddler room)
 Children's church – ages 4 through 
    5th grade (room 252)

11:00 a.m.
• Committee on Racial and Economic Justice (lounge)

12:30 p.m.
• Vikings v. Buccaneers (volunteers needed!)

12:30 p.m.
• Street Voices of Change (lounge)

First Covenant Church events are listed in bold type.



Welcome!
First Covenant Church is a diverse, multi-generational, 
urban Christian community offering hope and 
transformation through the love of God and the life and 
teachings of Jesus.

Visitors, we would love to meet you. After the worship 
service, stop by the front of the Sanctuary for a warm 
welcome by ministry staff.

Glad You're Here
Welcome, children: Care for infants through age three is 
available beginning at 9:20 a.m. for the worship service. 
Children’s church (ages 4 through fifth grade) begins 
right before the sermon starts. An announcement will 
be made and teachers will guide kids to Room 252. After 
the worship service, pick up your children first and stick 
around for conversation and coffee. 

How can we help you? The connection card in your 
worship guide is one way to ask for prayer, get information, 
and let your voice be heard. Fill out a card and drop it in 
the offering plate. If you have a question or prayer request, 
write it on the back. Pastors and staff meet every week to 
pray.

Bibles are available: If you would like to have a Bible of 
your own, ask an usher.

The FCC website: Check out 1stcov.org for up-to-date 
event schedules, ministry opportunities, and sermon MP3s 
and PDFs.

Today's Speaker 
Mark Osler, today’s guest speaker, is the Robert and 
Marion Short Professor of Law at the University of St. 
Thomas in Minneapolis, and a graduate of the College of 
William and Mary and Yale Law School.  He advocates for 
sentencing and clemency policies rooted in principles of 
human dignity. Osler's writing on clemency, sentencing 
and narcotics policy has appeared in the New York Times, 
the Washington Post and in law journals at Harvard, 
Stanford, the University of Chicago, and many others. 
He currently is the head of the Association of Religiously 
Affiliated Law Schools.  He is the author of Jesus on 
Death Row (2009) and Prosecuting Jesus (2016).  We are 
honored to have him here with us today.

What's Ahead 

Special Congregational Meeting (today, after the 
service): Please join us for an important congregational 
meeting in which an update will be given regarding the 
affordable housing development and a vote will be taken 
to consolidate debt as the housing project moves forward.  
In accordance with our bylaws, only those who have been 
members for six months or longer will be able to vote, but 
ALL members of our community are invited and welcome 
to attend this meeting.  The meeting will take place in the 
Sanctuary and childcare will be provided in the Gym until 
noon.

Arts & Crafts group meeting today: If you’re a knitter/
crocheter/scrapbooker/colorer/quilter, etc., we’ve got 
a place for you!  We’ll meet in the Foyer following the 
congregational conversation at 11:00. Please bring your 
own supplies and a snack or sandwich. 

House Concert (tonight, 7p.m.): Today’s “God At Work” 
guests, Kim Hill and Paulette Wooten, are artists based in 
Nashville, TN. Kim is a Grammy-nominated, multiple Dove 
award-winning artist with 17 albums, numerous #1 songs, 
and a #1 video on CMT (Country Music Television). Paulette 
Wooten considers herself first a musician and songwriter, 
but her creativity flows into all areas of the arts including 
photography, graphic design, video, and illustration. Kim 
and Paulette both share a heart to empower female artists 
to use their creative abilities, talents, and passions to 
impact the world around them. 

Jim and Marita Albinson will be hosting a house concert 
featuring Kim and Paulette at their home in Wayzata 
tonight at 7 p.m. A suggested donation of $10 per person 
will be encouraged at the door to support the work of 
the Nashville Treehouse and Water the Tree (www.
nashvilletreehouse.com) though you are welcome to 
contribute as you are able. Space is limited. If you’re 
interested in attending, please text Marita (952-484-7328) 
or Jim (612-270-0491) to confirm availability and receive 
additional details, including their home address.

“Living the Book with Humility” Class (beginning 
tomorrow): The Bible is the most popular and historically 
preserved book of all time and yet it is also the most 
misunderstood and mishandled book of all time. “Living 
the Book with Humility” is a four-part class intensive that 
will provide a historical overview of biblical interpretation 
and challenge participants to interact with one another 
about the conclusions and questions that have arisen 
from that history. Additionally, this class will propose a 
framework for understanding the complex controversial 
issues that have sifted the American church in the last 

250 years: slavery and race-based oppression, the role of 
women in church and society, and most recently—same-
sex relationships and LGBTQ identity. 
 
The “Living the Book with Humility” class will meet from 
6:00 p.m.–9:00 p.m. in the third floor conference room 
on the third Monday of every month from September 
through December: (September 18, October 16, November 
20, December 18) Please contact Pastor Dan Collison at 
dcollison@1stcov.org or 612-927-3123 if you are interested 
in joining the class.

SAVE THE DATE: Apple Picking at Afton Apple Orchard 
(Saturday, September 30, 9 a.m.): Everyone is invited 
to enjoy the apple harvest and the gift of being together. 
You can meet us at church at 9 a.m. to carpool to the 
orchard (transportation will be provided) or you can drive 
to Afton Apple Orchard (which opens at 10 a.m.).  There are 
activities for every age. Enjoy time in the countryside, play 
on a straw mountain, walk through the corn maze, spend 
time with the friendly critters at the petting zoo, pick 
apples, and spend some time with the friendly critters from 
our church community. We would love to have you join us! 
After lunch we will return to First Covenant.

Congregational Conversation (Sunday, October 8, 11 
a.m.): The Leadership Team is inviting everyone to attend 
the first Listen and Dialogue as together we begin to 
define and clarify our core Christian values and beliefs that 
shape who we are and what we aspire to be as a church 
congregation.

SAVE THE DATE: The Future of Spirituality with Krista 
Tippett and Brandan Robertson (Friday, October 20, 6 
p.m.): We are in a moment of tremendous transformation 
and evolution in every realm of human existence, but 
perhaps no area is being as dramatically effected as 
religion and spirituality. Join Nomad Partnerships 
for this special event with one of the worlds leading 
spiritual teachers and host of On Being on National 
Public Radio, Krista Tippett, along with millennial author 
and contemplative activist Brandan Robertson for an 
intergenerational conversation about where religion and 
spirituality are heading and how people of faith and their 
communities can adapt and evolve to meet the challenges 
and opportunities in this new age.  The live event will 
take place in the Sanctuary at 6 p.m. followed by a book 
signing.  To get tickets, please go to the “Events” section on 
the church website (www.1stcov.org/events) and scroll to 
the find the event.  Enter the promotional code "1COV" to 
receive a 50% discount offered to our congregation.

Community
Dwelling in Prayer and the Word: From 8:30–9:15 a.m., 
you are invited to a quiet space where you will receive 
Sunday morning’s scripture to read and meditate upon. It’s 
an opportunity to prepare for worship, reflect in the quiet, 
listen for God’s voice, and seek God in prayer. Dwelling is 
available every Sunday in the Swedish Room located at the 
top of the ramp in the foyer.

This week please pray for Twin Cities Christian Legal 
Aid (TCCLA). TCCLA seeks to serve the poor, disabled and 
homeless by offering legal advice, limited assistance and 
spiritual counsel in various locations around the Twin 
Cities as well as referrals to Christian and other agencies 
in order to help individuals and their families become 
free of legal entanglements and become reconciled with 
God. TCCLA is here at First Covenant on the first and third 
Wednesdays of each month at 1:00 p.m.  

Street Voices of Change: Every Sunday afternoon from 
12:30-2pm, First Covenant hosts Street Voices of Change, 
a gathering of those currently or formerly experiencing 
homelessness to share their experiences, resources, 
and work on self-advocacy and raising their collective 
voice. Volunteers provide a welcoming space and a 
light lunch while our facilitators engage guests around 
their experience of homelessness and how to navigate 
challenges and advocate for greater voice.  We are 
looking for a few volunteers to help with hospitality on 
a rotating basis, including providing and serving lunch 
and helping ensure a secure environment for all. Would 
you consider volunteering either one time or as a regular 
volunteer on rotation?  Contact Pastor Todd Bratulich at 
tbratulich@1stcov.org for more details.  

MetroKids Needs You! MetroKids is hiring a Lead Teacher 
in the toddler classroom and  and an Assistant Teacher 
in the infant room .  Competitive salary and rich benefits 
are offered.  If you or someone you know is interested 
in applying for the position, please send a cover letter 
and resume to the Executive Director, Charice Deegan at 
cdeegan@metrokids.org. Thank you!


