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8:30 a.m.
•  Dwelling in Prayer and the Word (Swedish room)

9:30 a.m.
•  Worship (sanctuary)
•   Children’s programming during worship 
  Nursery – infants through age 3
     (Nursery & Toddler Room)
  Children’s church – ages 4 through 5th 
     grade (Room 252)

11:00 a.m.
•  Town Hall Meeting (lounge)
•  Arts and Crafts Group (location TBD)

12:30 p.m.
•  Street Voices of Change (lounge)

Dan Collison, Lead Pastor / dcollison@1stcov.org

Ashley Aamot, Administrative Assistant / info@1stcov.org

Heather Albinson, Volunteer Visual Arts Associate / halbinson@1stcov.org

Lisa Albinson, Volunteer Visual Artist / lalbinson@1stcov.org

Bruce Balgaard, Director of Worship / bbalgaard@1stcov.org

Norm Blagman, Homeless Shelter Volunteer Coordinator / 

         shelter@1stcov.org

Todd Bratulich, Pastor for Community and Mission Engagement / 

         tbratulich@1stcov.org

Joy Erickson, Pastor of Congregational Care / jerickson@1stcov.org

Carma Gjerning, Director of Children & Families / cgjerning@1stcov.org

Ashley Grinnell, Associate Music Director / agrinnell@1stcov.org

Brian Ogren, Church Administrator / bogren@1stcov.org

Charlie Peterson, Communications Coordinator / cpeterson@1stcov.org

Robert Robinson, Artist in Residence / rrobinson@1stcov.org

Doug Vigoren, Facilities Manager / dvigoren@1stcov.org

Sara Wilhelm Garbers, Pastor of Connections / 

         swilhelmgarbers@1stcov.org

MetroKids Early Childhood Education
612-332-5437 / www.metrokids.org
Charice Deegan, Executive Director

cdeegan@metrokids.org

TODAY, 
AUGUST 20, 2017

THIS WEEK AT 
FIRST COVENANT

First Covenant Church
Sunday, August 20, 2017 • 9:30 am 

Call to worship
"Peace of God"
Welcome and greeting
"Be the Church"
"How Great Thou Art"
"Lord I Run to You"
(Children are dismissed for children’s church)

Offering
God at work: Todd Bratulich
Message: “Showing Up to Serve” (Luke 22:24-30) 
"Blessed Are the Poor"
Benediction
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Heard something great, but didn't 
have a chance to make a note? 
Head to 1stcov.org this week and grab 
the MP3 of today's sermon!

MONDAY, AUGUST 21
11:30 a.m.   Interlude

TUESDAY, AUGUST 22
6:30 p.m.   United International Christian
   Fellowship (lounge)

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 23

THURSDAY, AUGUST 24

FRIDAY, AUGUST 25
                   Church office closed

SATURDAY, AUGUST 26
6:30 p.m.   United International Christian
   Fellowship (lounge)

NEXT SUNDAY, AUGUST 27
8:30 a.m.
• Dwelling in Prayer and the Word (Swedish room)

9:30 a.m.
• Worship (sanctuary)
• Children’s programming during worship
 Nursery – infants through age 3  
    (nursery & toddler room)
 Children's church – ages 4 through 
    5th grade (room 252)

11:00 a.m.
• Comitttee on Racial & Economic Justice (lounge)

12:30 p.m.
• Street Voices for Change (lounge)

5:00 p.m.
• Baptism & Picnic at Wirth Lake Beach (3200 Glenwood 
Ave., Mpls, MN 55405)

First Covenant Church events are listed in bold type.

6. “Valuing Grace Filled Accountability”



Welcome!
First Covenant Church is a diverse, multi-generational, 
urban Christian community offering hope and 
transformation through the love of God and the life and 
teachings of Jesus.

Visitors, we would love to meet you. After the worship 
service, stop by the front of the Sanctuary for a warm 
welcome by ministry staff.

Glad You're Here
Welcome, children: Care for infants through age three is 
available beginning at 9:20 a.m. for the worship service. 
Children’s church (ages 4 through fifth grade) begins 
right before the sermon starts. An announcement will 
be made and teachers will guide kids to Room 252. After 
the worship service, pick up your children first and stick 
around for conversation and coffee. 

Is it hot in here? First Covenant Church is well over a 
century old and it has never had air conditioning. That’s 
the bad news. The good news is the lounge is nice and cool. 
If you’re overheated, step through the door to the right and 
back of the sanctuary, find a cozy chair, and listen to the 
service in comfort.

How can we help you? The connection card in your 
worship guide is one way to ask for prayer, get information, 
and let your voice be heard. Fill out a card and drop it in 
the offering plate. If you have a question or prayer request, 
write it on the back. Pastors and staff meet every week to 
pray.

Bibles are available: If you would like to have a Bible of 
your own, ask an usher.

The FCC website: Check out 1stcov.org for up-to-date 
event schedules, ministry opportunities, and sermon MP3s 
and PDFs.

Volunteer Opportunity for the Vikings Season: Our 
parking lot provides a lot of financial support for the 
community and all of the good work that happens in the 
building and on the block. Would you either be willing to 
serve as the point person for volunteers this fall and/or be 
willing to help out for a shift? We currently need volunteers 
for the following dates:
-  Sunday, August 27th from 5-8pm
-  Thursday, August 31st from 5-8pm 
If you are interested in helping out for even an hour, please 
reach out to Brian Ogren (bogren@1stcov.org).

Street Voices of Change: 
Every Sunday afternoon from 12:30-2pm, First Covenant 
hosts Street Voices of Change, a gathering of those 
currently or formerly experiencing homelessness to share 
their experiences, resources, and work on self-advocacy 
and raising their collective voice. Volunteers provide a 
welcoming space and a light lunch while our facilitators 
engage guests around their experience of homelessness 
and how to navigate challenges and advocate for greater 
voice.  We are looking for a few volunteers to help with 
hospitality on a rotating basis, including providing and 
serving lunch and helping ensure a secure environment 
for all. Would you consider volunteering either one time or 
as a regular volunteer on rotation?  Contact Pastor Todd 
Bratulich at tbratulich@1stcov.org for more details.  

What's Ahead
Recharge, refresh: Next Sunday, experience God at First 
Covenant Church through music, scripture, the arts, and 
community. The service begins at 9:30 a.m.  The message, 
“Forgiveness and Reset,” continues the “Valuing Grace-
Filled Accountability” segment of our “Why We Gather” 
series.  Robert Robinson will be leading the choir.

Town Hall Meeting Today, 11am-Noon
The congregation was recently notified of the 
postponement of the August 20 congregational meeting 
to September 17, at which time we will vote on the transfer 
of debt to the redevelopment project. In that meeting’s 
place the Leadership Team invites the congregation to 
gather for a Town Hall Meeting in the Lounge. At the Town 
Hall meeting we will update the congregation on the 
redevelopment progress and have an open Q & A time for 
any other matters that you would like to raise with the 
Leadership Team.

All Church Picnic and Baptism (Sunday, August 27, 
5:00 p.m.): Mark your calendars! On August 28, we will 
be gathering together for a picnic and lake baptism at 
beautiful Theodore Wirth Beach in North Minneapolis. 
The park offers lots of recreational options including a 
playground for children, swimming beach, and plenty of 
green space for all ages to enjoy. Come as early and stay 
as late as you want. We will secure a picnic spot around 
4 p.m., eat at 5 p.m., and hold the baptism service at 6 
p.m. Church will provide the hot dogs, lemonade, and 
paper products, you bring a dish to share.  Sign up to bring 
food either in the Foyer today after the service or online.
Interested in being baptized? Get in touch with Todd 
Bratulich at tbratulich@1stcov.org!

Just Mercy Book Club: We’re a group of readers who want 
to open our minds and hearts to books that will inform 
and change us. We meet on the last Thursday of every 
month, from 6:30–8:00 p.m. at Open Book Minneapolis 
(1011 S Washington Ave, Minneapolis). This group is open 
to all who want to learn more about issues of race, justice 
and more. Please join the Just Mercy Book Club group on 
Facebook for current information. Next get-together: 
Thursday, August 31, 6:30 pm. We'll be discussing Michelle 
Alexander’s The New Jim Crow. See you there!

“Living the Book with Humility” Class (beginning 
September 18):
The Bible is the most popular and historically preserved 
book of all time and yet it is also the most misunderstood 
and mishandled book of all time. “Living the Book with 
Humility” is a four-part class intensive that will provide a 
historical overview of biblical interpretation and challenge 
participants to interact with one another about the 
conclusions and questions that have arisen from that 
history. Additionally, this class will propose a framework for 
understanding the complex controversial issues that have 
sifted the American church in the last 250 years: slavery 
and racial segregation, the role of women in church and 
society, and most recently—same-sex relationships. 
 
The “Living the Book with Humility” class will meet in the 
third floor conference room on the third Monday of every 
month from September through December: (September 
18, October 16, November 20, December 18) Please contact 
Pastor Dan Collison at dcollison@1stcov.org or 612-927-
3123 if you are interested in joining the class.

Today's Speaker 
Dan Collison is our Senior Pastor. He sometimes calls 
this work serving as "air traffic control" for the thriving 
and engaged First Covenant community. In addition to 
his work as our leader, Dan also serves as a civic leader for 
the downtown Minneapolis business community. Dan has 
been serving churches since the 90s in various leadership 
capacities. He received a B.M. from the Eastman School of 
Music (NY), M.Div. from Bethel Seminary (MN), and D.Min. 
from Fuller Seminary (CA), and is an ordained minister in 
the Evangelical Covenant Church (ECC).  He says, "I love 
helping people discover the joy of Christian faith and 
serving others." If you are looking to connect further with 
this community of faith, please let him know.

Community
Dwelling in Prayer and the Word: From 8:30–9:15 a.m., 
you are invited to a quiet space where you will receive 
Sunday morning’s scripture to read and meditate upon. It’s 
an opportunity to prepare for worship, reflect in the quiet, 
listen for God’s voice, and seek God in prayer. Dwelling is 
available every Sunday in the Swedish Room located at the 
top of the ramp in the foyer.

This week, please pray for Twin Cities Christian Legal 
Aid (TCCLA). TCCLA seeks to serve the poor, disabled and 
homeless by offering legal advice, limited assistance and 
spiritual counsel in various locations around the Twin 
Cities as well as referrals to Christian and other agencies 
in order to help individuals and their families become 
free of legal entanglements and become reconciled with 
God. TCCLA is here at First Covenant on the first and third 
Wednesdays of each month at 1:00 p.m.

MetroKids Needs You! MetroKids is hiring an Assistant 
Teacher in the toddler and infant classrooms.  Competitive 
salary and rich benefits are offered.  If you or someone you 
know is interested in applying for the position, please send 
a cover letter and resume to the Executive Director, Charice 
Deegan at cdeegan@metrokids.org. Thank you!

Volunteer Opportunity for the Safety/Security Task 
Force: The safety/security task force is looking for a 
detail-oriented individual who is interested in working 
with a team focused on establishing safety and security 
protocols.  Preferred background in safety/security 
roles or a strong interest to learn subject matter. If 
you are interested, please reach out to Brian Ogren 
(bogren@1stcov.org).


