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8:30 a.m.
•  Dwelling in Prayer and the Word (Swedish room)

9:30 a.m.
•  Worship (sanctuary)
•   Children’s programming during worship 
  Nursery – infants through age 3
     (Nursery & Toddler Room)
  Children’s church – ages 4 through 5th 
     grade (Room 252)

11:00 a.m.
•  Arts & Crafts group (lounge)

Dan Collison, Lead Pastor / dcollison@1stcov.org

Ashley Aamot, Administrative Assistant / info@1stcov.org

Heather Albinson, Volunteer Visual Arts Associate / halbinson@1stcov.org

Lisa Albinson, Volunteer Visual Artist / lalbinson@1stcov.org

Bruce Balgaard, Director of Worship / bbalgaard@1stcov.org

Norm Blagman, Homeless Shelter Volunteer Coordinator / 

         shelter@1stcov.org

Todd Bratulich, Pastor for Community and Mission Engagement / 

         tbratulich@1stcov.org

Joy Erickson, Pastor of Congregational Care / jerickson@1stcov.org

Carma Gjerning, Director of Children & Families / cgjerning@1stcov.org

Ashley Grinnell, Associate Music Director / agrinnell@1stcov.org

Brian Ogren, Church Administrator / bogren@1stcov.org

Charlie Peterson, Communications Coordinator / cpeterson@1stcov.org

Robert Robinson, Artist in Residence / rrobinson@1stcov.org

Doug Vigoren, Facilities Manager / dvigoren@1stcov.org

Sara Wilhelm Garbers, Pastor of Connections / 

         swilhelmgarbers@1stcov.org

MetroKids Early Childhood Education
612-332-5437 / www.metrokids.org
Charice Deegan, Executive Director

cdeegan@metrokids.org

TODAY, 
JUNE 18, 2017

THIS WEEK AT 
FIRST COVENANT

First Covenant Church
Sunday, June 18, 2017 • 9:30 am 

Call to worship
“Open Up the Heavens”
Welcome and greeting 
“Did You Feel the Mountains Tremble”
“How Great is Our God”
“All Creatures of Our God and King”
(Children are dismissed for children’s church)

Offering
Prayers of the People
Message: “Learning Creativity from Children” (Luke 2:41-52) 
Benediction
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4. “Finding Purpose”

5. “Creating a Beautiful Life”

Heard something great, but didn't 
have a chance to make a note? 
Head to 1stcov.org this week and grab 
the MP3 of today's sermon!

MONDAY, JUNE 19
11:30 a.m.   Interlude
2:30 p.m.    Life Group at Covenant Village

TUESDAY, JUNE 20
6:30 p.m.   United International Christian 
   Fellowship (room 252)

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 21
1:00 p.m.   Twin Cities Christian Legal Aid

THURSDAY, JUNE 22

FRIDAY, JUNE 23
                   Church office closed

SATURDAY, JUNE 24
6:30 p.m.   United International Christian
   Fellowship (room 252)

NEXT SUNDAY, JUNE 25
8:30 a.m.
• Dwelling in Prayer and the Word (Swedish room)

9:30 a.m.
• Worship (sanctuary)
• Children’s programming during worship
 Nursery – infants through age 3  
    (nursery & toddler room)
 Children's church – ages 4 through 
    5th grade (room 252)

11:00 a.m.
• Committee on Racial and Economic Justice (lounge)

First Covenant Church events are listed in bold type.



Welcome!
First Covenant Church is a diverse, multi-generational, 
urban Christian community offering hope and 
transformation through the love of God and the life and 
teachings of Jesus.

Visitors, we would love to meet you. After the worship 
service, stop by the front of the Sanctuary for a warm 
welcome by ministry staff.

Glad You're Here
Welcome, children: Care for infants through age three is 
available beginning at 9:20 a.m. for the worship service. 
Children’s church (ages 4 through fifth grade) begins 
right before the sermon starts. An announcement will 
be made and teachers will guide kids to Room 252. After 
the worship service, pick up your children first and stick 
around for conversation and coffee. 

Is it hot in here? First Covenant Church is well over a 
century old and it has never had air conditioning. That’s 
the bad news. The good news is the lounge is nice and 
cool. If you’re overheated, step through the door to the 
right and back of the sanctuary, find a cozy chair, and 
listen to the service in comfort.

How can we help you? The connection card in 
your worship guide is one way to ask for prayer, get 
information, and let your voice be heard. Fill out a card 
and drop it in the offering plate. If you have a question 
or prayer request, write it on the back. Pastors and staff 
meet every week to pray.

Read all about it: First Covenant’s newsletter, First 
Things, is available in the foyer and usher stands.  You 
can also find digital versions of current and previous 
issues in the News section of our website at 1stcov.org. 

Bibles are available: If you would like to have a Bible of 
your own, ask an usher.

The FCC website: Check out 1stcov.org for up-to-date 
event schedules, ministry opportunities, and sermon 
MP3s and PDFs.

Pray for MetroKids, the early childhood education center 
right here at First Covenant Church. MetroKids is for children 
age six weeks through six years. Excellent after-school 
programming is also offered for school-age children who 
have completed kindergarten, first grade, or second grade. 
For more information, please call 612-332-5437 or email 
www.metrokids.org

What's Ahead
Recharge, refresh: Next Sunday, experience God at First 
Covenant Church through music, scripture, the arts, 
and community. The service begins at 9:30 a.m.  The 
message, “Healing with Help,” continues the “Creating a 
Beautiful Life” segment of our “Why We Gather” series. 
Robert Robinson will lead the gospel choir.

DCEH Benefit Concert (TONIGHT, Sunday, June 18, 
7:00 p.m.): The Downtown Congregations to End 
Homelessness (DCEH) will be hosting a special benefit 
concert with musician/composer Ken Medema and 
StreetSong (a choir consisting of those experiencing 
homelessness and their advocates) at Hennepin 
Ave. United Methodist Church (511 Groveland Ave. 
Minneapolis). The concert is free and tickets are not 
required, though donations are welcomed and all 
proceeds will go to benefit the work of DCEH in ending 
homelessness and poverty in our community. 

Committee on Racial and Economic Justice (Sunday, 
June 25, 11:00 a.m.): FCC’s Committee on Racial and 
Economic Justice (CREJ) meets next Sunday in the 
lounge after the worship service. Continually throughout 
scripture we see that God is concerned about justice. 
Come join us for conversation, action, and prayer as we 
seek to thoughtfully and practically engage issues of 
justice in our community and our world. All are welcome!

Kids Adventure Week (July 10-12, 2017): Community 
of the beloved: Check your calendars and save the date, 
July 10-12, 2017 for our fabulous, fun and faith nurturing 
Kids Adventure Week! This year we are inviting you to get 
involved in this awesome week through your financial 
gifts, time and prayers.  We are in the midst of raising 
$3250 to sponsor 50 children to be involved with the 
week.  $65 covers the cost for one child.  Please consider 
sponsoring a child or two.  Every gift is valued and 
important and all contributions are tax-deductible.

Additionally, you will have the opportunity to sign up 
to volunteer for the many hands and hearts that are 

needed for this week to happen. Whether you have a 
specific gift like welcoming others, or preparing and 
serving food or leading games , or capturing the essence 
of the week through photography, or leading worship, or 
caring for children, or leading a small group, or helping 
kids explore science, create art, pray and explore Bible 
stories…everyone is welcome and needed!  You can sign 
up either through contacting Carma, or in the lobby of 
our church at the MooVana table.

Overnight Camping Trip (Friday, August 4–Saturday, 
August 5): Join us for a night of camping, s’mores, and 
all sorts of outdoor fun at Cleary Lake Regional Park in 
Prior Lake, MN. We have a group campsite reserved, so 
all you need to do is bring yourself, a tent or camper, 
and some food to share!  All ages and experience 
levels are welcome.  Need camping equipment? We’ve 
got you covered!  Look for registration details/form in 
the worship guide soon, or contact Todd Bratulich at 
tbratulich@1stcov.org for more info.

Notes

Today's Speakers 
Andrea Hollingsworth is a member of the First Covenant 
teaching team. Currently she is a part-time professor of 
theology at United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities; 
however, in the recent past, she has held teaching and 
research posts at Boston University School of Theology, 
Berry College (Rome, GA), Loyola University Chicago, and 
Princeton Theological Seminary. Andrea earned her M.A. in 
Marriage and Family Therapy from Bethel Seminary (St. Paul) 
in 2005, and her Ph.D. in Theology from Loyola University 
Chicago in 2012. As a theologian, her main focus and passion 
spirituality; she loves teaching and writing about the work of 
God’s Spirit, dynamics of human spiritual development, and 
the historical writings of Christian mystics. Andrea’s longtime 
life-partner (Ryan) and newborn son (Bennett) are the great 
joys of her life, and her favorite place to be is sitting on the 
rocky shores of Lake Superior, contemplating God’s mystery 
and infinity.
 
Ryan Hollingsworth is a recent father to Bennett (born 
May 11, 2017) and a more experienced spouse to Andrea 
(married June 19, 1999). He has earned a BA in Human 
Communication from Bethel University (St. Paul) and a 
Masters of Divinity from Bethel Seminary (St. Paul). Ryan 
has served on the ministry staff of three Twin Cities area 
churches, and served as an elder at a church in Chicago. 
Currently, he works as a Senior Business Analyst in the 
Corporate and Legal Affairs department of a large food 
company. He is a proud member of First Covenant, an 
amateur actor, a cycling enthusiast, a lapsed camper, a 
video gamer and a bibliophile. When he isn't doing laundry 
or changing diapers, he enjoys pondering how to make 
institutions and systems—our church, our societies, our 
government—more just and loving.

Community
Dwelling in Prayer and the Word: From 8:30–9:15 a.m., you 
are invited to a quiet space where you will receive Sunday 
morning’s scripture to read and meditate upon. It’s an 
opportunity to prepare for worship, reflect in the quiet, listen 
for God’s voice, and seek God in prayer. Dwelling is available 
every Sunday in the Swedish Room located at the top of the 
ramp in the foyer.

Arts & Crafts group meets today: After today’s service, 
our Arts & Crafts group will meet in the lounge.  If you’re a 
knitter/crocheter/scrapbooker/colorer/quilter, this is the 
place for you!  


