
I N  S E A R C H

G O O D  L I F E
O F  T H E

MONDAY, APRIL 25
11:30 a.m.   Interlude

TUESDAY, APRIL 26
6:00 p.m.   The Deep End class (3rd floor conference room)
6:30 p.m.   United International Christian 
   Fellowship (lounge)

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27
1:00 p.m.    Twin Cities Christian Legal Aid

THURSDAY, APRIL 28
6:30 p.m.   Gospel choir rehearsal (lounge)
7:00 p.m.   Iglesia Evangélica "El Tabernáculo
   Del Consejero Fiel" (gym)

FRIDAY, APRIL 29
                   Church office closed

SATURDAY, APRIL 30
6:00 p.m.   Iglesia Evangélica "El Tabernáculo
   Del Consejero Fiel" (gym)
6:30 p.m.   United International Christian
   Fellowship (lounge)

NEXT SUNDAY, MAY 1
8:30 a.m.
• Dwelling in Prayer and the Word 
 (Swedish room)

9:30 a.m.
• Worship and communion (sanctuary)
• Children’s programming during worship
 Nursery – infants through age 3  
    (nursery & toddler room)
 Children's church – ages 4 through 
    5th grade (room 252)

11:00 a.m.
• Congregational forum (lounge)

3:00 p.m.
• Iglesia Evangélica "El Tabernáculo Del
  Consejero Fiel" (gym)

First Covenant Church events are listed in bold type.
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First Covenant Church

Sunday, April 24, 2016 • 9:30 am 

Call to worship

“We’ve Come This Far by Faith”

Welcome and announcements

“The Presence of the Lord is Here”

“Mighty Wind”

“Great is Your Mercy”

(Children are excused for children’s church)

God at work: Sara Joy Proppe

Offering

Message: “On Being Human” (Proverbs 8:1-36)

“Trust Me”

Benediction

8:30 a.m.
•  Dwelling in Prayer and the Word
  (Swedish room)

9:30 a.m.
•  Worship (sanctuary)
•   Children’s programming during worship 
  Nursery – infants through age 3
     (Nursery & Toddler Room)
  Children’s church – ages 4 through 5th 
     grade (Room 252)

11:00 a.m.
•  Committee on Racial and Economic Justice (lounge)

3:00 p.m. 
•  Iglesia Evangélica "El Tabernáculo Del 
  Consejero Fiel" (gym)

Dan Collison, Lead Pastor / dcollison@1stcov.org

Ashley Aamot, Receptionist / info@1stcov.org

Heather Albinson, Volunteer Visual Arts Associate / halbinson@1stcov.org

Bruce Balgaard, Director of Worship / bbalgaard@1stcov.org

Norm Blagman, Homeless Shelter Volunteer Coordinator / 

         shelter@1stcov.org

Todd Bratulich, Pastor for Community and Mission Engagement / 

         tbratulich@1stcov.org

Joy Erickson, Pastor of Congregational Care / jerickson@1stcov.org

Carma Gjerning, Director of Children & Families / cgjerning@1stcov.org

Brian Ogren, Church Administrator / bogren@1stcov.org

Charlie Peterson, Communications Coordinator / cpeterson@1stcov.org

Robert Robinson, Artist in Residence / rrobinson@1stcov.org

Doug Vigoren, Facilities Manager / dvigoren@1stcov.org

Sara Wilhelm Garbers, Office Manager / Preaching Team /
         swilhelmgarbers@1stcov.org

MetroKids Early Childhood Education
612-332-5437 / www.metrokids.org
Charice Deegan, Executive Director

cdeegan@metrokids.org

T O D A Y ,  A P R I L  2 4 ,  2 0 1 6
T H I S  W E E K  A T  F I R S T  C O V E N A N T



FCC’s Committee on Racial and Economic Justice (CREJ) 
meets today in the lounge at 11 a.m. after the worship 
service. Continually throughout scripture we see that God 
is concerned about justice. Come join us for conversation, 
action, and prayer as we seek to thoughtfully and practically 
engage issues of justice in our community and our world. 
All are welcome!  Today's gathering will focus on Equity in 
the Built Environment and will include presentations from 
special guests Sarah Joy Proppe (Proximity Project) and 
Susan Jepson (Upstream Health Innovations).

Thank you shelter volunteers! A huge thank you to the 
many shelter volunteers who have provided meals and 
hospitality to our guests this season!  Your generosity and 
enthusiasm for lending a hand to those in need is so deeply 
appreciated.  First Covenant’s sixth shelter season will 
conclude on Saturday, April 30. 

This week, please pray for Twin Cities Christian Legal 
Aid (TCCLA). TCCLA seeks to serve the poor, disabled and 
homeless by offering legal advice, limited assistance and 
spiritual counsel in various locations around the Twin Cities 
as well as referrals to Christian and other agencies in order 
to help individuals and their families become free of legal 
entanglements and become reconciled with God. TCCLA is 
here at First Covenant every Wednesday at 1:00 p.m.

What’s Ahead
Recharge, refresh: Next Sunday, experience God at First 
Covenant Church through music, scripture, the arts, and 
community. The worship service begins at 9:30 a.m. The 
message, “On Being Given Grace,” is the third week in our 
new teaching series, “In Search of the Good Life.” We will 
celebrate communion.

Gospel Choir (Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.): Join us in 
the lounge this week and lend your voice to the First 
Covenant Gospel Choir led by Robert Robinson. No choir 
experience is necessary. You are needed and wanted. 

Equitable Development and East Downtown (Tuesday, 
May 10, 8:30 a.m.–12:00 p.m.): East Downtown is 
experiencing unprecedented levels of growth and 
investment, and it offers a unique site to consider 
how equity can be a coequal consideration in a 
neighborhood where nearly $2 billion in public and 
private investment is occurring within in a 36-block 
area. Includes a walking tour, plus events focused on 
U.S. Bank Stadium, Downtown East Commons and 
House of Charity Re-design and Community Housing 
Development Corporation Housing Presentation at the 
First Covenant Church site.  You can register online at 
may10eastdowntown.eventbrite.com.

Spring Overnight Retreat (Friday, May 13, 7:00 p.m.–
Saturday, May 14, 5:30 p.m.): You are invited to a time 
of rest, renewal and delight in the midst of the fullness 
of your life on the Spring Sabbath Retreat. The Sabbath 
Retreat will be 24 hours of slowing and holding the 
sacred gift of your life with God. We will be retreating at 
the Villa Maria Retreat Center which is a beautiful retreat 
center located 10 miles south of Red Wing. This retreat 
is for women and men, singles, couples, old and young, 
anyone who is longing for a holy pause and an extended 
time to quiet the mind and hear God! For answers to 
questions and more information about cost and details 
and a registration brochure please contact Carma 
Gjerning at belovedcarma@gmail.com.

Bicycles, Faith, & Equity Workshop - sponsored by 
Proximity Project and TEAM (Saturday, May 21, 
8:30 a.m.–3:00 p.m. at Hope Community Church 
[East Building], $10 registration): You are invited 
to a workshop to explore how active transportation 
contributes to human flourishing and the role of church 
communities in promoting better bikeability in our cities. 
Speakers include Sean Benesh, director of PDX Lofts in 
Portland, Oregon, and the Minneapolis Bicycle Coalition. 
To learn more go to: http://www.proximityprojectinc.
com/bike-event

Special “1K” Saturday Volunteer Work Day (Saturday, 
June 4, 8:00 a.m.–noon): The Fellowship Hall is about to 
undergo renovations funded by a grant from the City of 
Minneapolis in support of our seasonal homeless shelter. 
We need volunteers to deep clean the kitchen and 
move the archives into storage. These work projects are 
necessary to prepare the way for construction to begin 
that will provide new bathrooms, showers, laundry, and 
flooring for the Fellowship Hall. Please stop in between 
8:00am-noon on Saturday, June 4 to help with this 
important effort.

Save the Date
All Church Camping Trip (June 17-18): We will be 
heading out to Baker Park Reserve for an all-church 
camping trip! This overnight trip will be a great time to 
enjoy nature and community together. Come for the 
overnight or just join us for the day. Look for more details 
to come soon!

Kids Adventure Week (July 11-14): Summer is just a few 
months away and once again we will be hosting a fun 
and fabulous Kids Adventure Week at Hope Academy.  
More info will be available as the snow starts to melt 
and the days get longer and green things return to cover 
the earth!  Questions or need more info?  Please contact 
Carma at belovedcarma@gmail.com.

W e l c o m e !
Glad You're Here
Welcome, children: Care for infants through age three is 
available beginning at 9:20 a.m. for the worship service. 
Children’s church (ages 4 through fifth grade) begins 
right before the sermon starts. An announcement will be 
made and teachers will guide kids to Room 252. After the 
worship service, pick up your children and stick around 
for conversation and coffee. 

Get your caffeine jolt: The Kafeino Coffee stand offers 
delicious coffee beverages at a reduced rate. Or pick up a 
free cup of coffee in the foyer.

How can we help you? The connection card in 
your worship guide is one way to ask for prayer, get 
information, and let your voice be heard. Fill out a card 
and drop it in the offering plate. If you have a question 
or prayer request, write it on the back. Pastors and staff 
meet every week to pray.

Read all about it: First Covenant’s newsletter, First 
Things, is available in the foyer and usher stands. To 
receive future newsletters electronically, write your email 
address on the back of your connection card and place it 
in the offering.

Bibles are available: If you would like to have a Bible of 
your own, ask an usher.

The FCC website: Check out 1stcov.org for up-to-date 
event schedules, ministry opportunities, and sermon 
MP3s and PDFs.

Community 
The speaker today is Dan Collison, Lead Pastor of First 
Covenant Church.

Dwelling in Prayer and the Word: From 8:30–9:15 a.m., you 
are invited to a quiet space where you will receive Sunday 
morning’s scripture to read and meditate upon. It’s an 
opportunity to prepare for worship, reflect in the quiet, listen 
for God’s voice, and seek God in prayer. Dwelling is available 
every Sunday (except when there are Wake-Ups) in the 
Swedish Room located at the top of the ramp in the foyer.

First Covenant Church is a diverse, multi-

generational, urban Christian community offering 

hope and transformation through the love of God 

and the life and teachings of Jesus.

Visitors, we would love to meet you. After the worship 

service, stop by the front of the Sanctuary for a warm 

welcome by ministry staff.


