
I N  S E A R C H

G O O D  L I F E
O F  T H E

MONDAY, APRIL 18
11:30 a.m.   Interlude
2:30 p.m.    Life Group at Covenant Village 
   (3rd floor, Woodside Terrace)

TUESDAY, APRIL 19
6:30 p.m.   United International Christian 
   Fellowship (lounge)

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 20
1:00 p.m.    Christian Legal Aid

THURSDAY, APRIL 21
6:30 p.m.   Gospel choir rehearsal (lounge)
7:00 p.m.   Iglesia Evangélica "El Tabernáculo
   Del Consejero Fiel" (gym)

FRIDAY, APRIL 22
                   Church office closed

SATURDAY, APRIL 23
6:00 p.m.   Iglesia Evangélica "El Tabernáculo
   Del Consejero Fiel" (gym)
6:30 p.m.   United International Christian
   Fellowship (lounge)

NEXT SUNDAY, APRIL 24
8:30 a.m.
• Dwelling in Prayer and the Word 
 (Swedish room)

9:30 a.m.
• Worship (sanctuary)
• Children’s programming during worship
 Nursery – infants through age 3  
    (nursery & toddler room)
 Children's church – ages 4 through 
    5th grade (room 252)

11:00 a.m.
• Committee on Racial and Economic Justice (lounge)

3:00 p.m.
• Iglesia Evangélica "El Tabernáculo Del
  Consejero Fiel" (gym)

First Covenant Church events are listed in bold type.
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First Covenant Church

Sunday, April 17, 2016 • 9:30 am 

Call to worship

“Peace of God”

Welcome and announcements

“St. Patrick’s Breastplate”

“Let the Praises Ring”

“Wonderful Maker”

(Children are excused for children’s church)

Offering

“Hard to Be”

Message: “On Being Good” (Philippians 4:8-9)

“One Pure and Holy Passion”

Benediction

8:30 a.m.
•  Dwelling in Prayer and the Word
  (Swedish room)

9:30 a.m.
•  Worship (sanctuary)
•   Children’s programming during worship 
  Nursery – infants through age 3
     (Nursery & Toddler Room)
  Children’s church – ages 4 through 5th 
     grade (Room 252)

11:00 a.m.
•  Congregational meeting (snctuary)

3:00 p.m. 
•  Iglesia Evangélica "El Tabernáculo Del 
  Consejero Fiel" (Room 270)

Dan Collison, Lead Pastor / dcollison@1stcov.org

Ashley Aamot, Receptionist / info@1stcov.org

Heather Albinson, Volunteer Visual Arts Associate / halbinson@1stcov.org

Bruce Balgaard, Director of Worship / bbalgaard@1stcov.org

Norm Blagman, Homeless Shelter Volunteer Coordinator / 

         shelter@1stcov.org

Todd Bratulich, Pastor for Community and Mission Engagement / 

         tbratulich@1stcov.org

Joy Erickson, Pastor of Congregational Care / jerickson@1stcov.org

Carma Gjerning, Director of Children & Families / cgjerning@1stcov.org

Brian Ogren, Church Administrator / bogren@1stcov.org

Charlie Peterson, Communications Coordinator / cpeterson@1stcov.org

Robert Robinson, Artist in Residence / rrobinson@1stcov.org

Doug Vigoren, Facilities Manager / dvigoren@1stcov.org

Sara Wilhelm Garbers, Office Manager / Preaching Team /
         swilhelmgarbers@1stcov.org

MetroKids Early Childhood Education
612-332-5437 / www.metrokids.org
Charice Deegan, Executive Director

cdeegan@metrokids.org

T O D A Y ,  A P R I L  1 7 ,  2 0 1 6
T H I S  W E E K  A T  F I R S T  C O V E N A N T



Congregational Meeting on Site Redevelopment: The 
Leadership Team has called a congregational meeting for 
today, Sunday, April 17, 2016 at 11 a.m. following theSunday 
service to discuss and vote on the details of a property 
exchange with Stadium Partners, the new owners of Hubert’s 
Bar and Restaurant.

Thank you shelter volunteers! A huge thank you to the 
many shelter volunteers who have provided meals and 
hospitality to our guests this season!  Your generosity and 
enthusiasm for lending a hand to those in need is so deeply 
appreciated.  First Covenant’s sixth shelter season will 
conclude on Saturday, April 30.

Pray for MetroKids, the early childhood education center 
right here at First Covenant Church. MetroKids is for children 
age six weeks through six years. Excellent after-school 
programming is also offered for school-age children who 
have completed kindergarten, first grade, or second grade. 
For more information, please call 612-332-5437 or email 
www.metrokids.org.

What’s Ahead
Recharge, refresh: Next Sunday, experience God at First 
Covenant Church through music, scripture, the arts, and 
community. The worship service begins at 9:30 a.m. The 
message, “On Being Human,” is the second week in our 
new teaching series, “In Search of the Good Life.”

Gospel Choir (Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.): Join us in 
the lounge this week and lend your voice to the First 
Covenant Gospel Choir led by Robert Robinson. No choir 
experience is necessary. You are needed and wanted.

Committee on Racial and Economic Justice (CREJ) 
(Sunday, April 24, after the service): Continually 
throughout scripture we see that God is concerned about 
justice. Come join us next Sunday for conversation, 
action, and prayer as we seek to thoughtfully and 
practically engage issues of justice in our community 
and our world. All are welcome! 

Equitable Development and East Downtown (Tuesday, 
May 10, 8:30 a.m.–12:00 p.m.): East Downtown is 
experiencing unprecedented levels of growth and 
investment, and it offers a unique site to consider how 
equity can be a coequal consideration in a neighborhood 
where nearly $2 billion in public and private investment 
is occurring within in a 36-block area. Includes a 
walking tour, plus events focused on U.S. Bank Stadium, 
Downtown East Commons and House of Charity 
Re-design and Community Housing Development 
Corporation Housing Presentation at the First Covenant 
Church site.

Spring Overnight Retreat (Friday, May 13, 7:00 p.m.–
Saturday, May 14, 5:30 p.m.): You are invited to a time 
of rest, renewal and delight in the midst of the fullness 
of your life on the Spring Sabbath Retreat. The Sabbath 
Retreat will be 24 hours of slowing and holding the 
sacred gift of your life with God. We will be retreating at 
the Villa Maria Retreat Center which is a beautiful retreat 
center located 10 miles south of Red Wing. This retreat 
is for women and men, singles, couples, old and young, 
anyone who is longing for a holy pause and an extended 
time to quiet the mind and hear God! For answers to 
questions and more information about cost and details 
and a registration brochure please contact Carma 
Gjerning at belovedcarma@gmail.com.

SAVE THE DATES: Kids Adventure Week (July 11-14): 
Summer is just a few months away and once again we 
will be hosting a fun and fabulous Kids Adventure Week 
at Hope Academy.  More info will be available as the 
snow starts to melt and the days get longer and green 
things return to cover the earth!  Questions or need more 
info?  Please contact Carma at belovedcarma@gmail.
com.

W e l c o m e !
Glad You're Here
Welcome, children: Care for infants through age three is 
available beginning at 9:20 a.m. for the worship service. 
Children’s church (ages 4 through fifth grade) begins 
right before the sermon starts. An announcement will be 
made and teachers will guide kids to Room 252. After the 
worship service, pick up your children and stick around 
for conversation and coffee. 

Get your caffeine jolt: The Kafeino Coffee stand offers 
delicious coffee beverages at a reduced rate. Or pick up a 
free cup of coffee in the foyer.

How can we help you? The connection card in 
your worship guide is one way to ask for prayer, get 
information, and let your voice be heard. Fill out a card 
and drop it in the offering plate. If you have a question 
or prayer request, write it on the back. Pastors and staff 
meet every week to pray.

Read all about it: First Covenant’s newsletter, First 
Things, is available in the foyer and usher stands. To 
receive future newsletters electronically, write your email 
address on the back of your connection card and place it 
in the offering.

Bibles are available: If you would like to have a Bible of 
your own, ask an usher.

The FCC website: Check out 1stcov.org for up-to-date 
event schedules, ministry opportunities, and sermon 
MP3s and PDFs.

Community 
The speaker today is Dan Collison, Lead Pastor of First 
Covenant Church.

Dwelling in Prayer and the Word: From 8:30–9:15 a.m., you 
are invited to a quiet space where you will receive Sunday 
morning’s scripture to read and meditate upon. It’s an 
opportunity to prepare for worship, reflect in the quiet, listen 
for God’s voice, and seek God in prayer. Dwelling is available 
every Sunday (except when there are Wake-Ups) in the 
Swedish Room located at the top of the ramp in the foyer.

First Covenant Church is a diverse, multi-

generational, urban Christian community offering 

hope and transformation through the love of God 

and the life and teachings of Jesus.

Visitors, we would love to meet you. After the worship 

service, stop by the front of the Sanctuary for a warm 

welcome by ministry staff.


