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First Covenant Church
Sunday, March 20, 2016 • 9:30 am 

Call to worship
“All Creatures of Our God and King”
Welcome and announcements
“Hosanna (Praise is Rising)”
“O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing”
“Blessed Are the Poor”
(Children are excused for children’s church)

Offering
Women’s History Month video
Message: “The Path of Humility” (Philippians 2:5-11)
“Come Down”
Benediction

MONDAY, MARCH 21 
11:30 a.m.   Interlude
2:30 p.m.    Life Group at Covenant Village 
   (3rd floor, Woodside Terrace)

TUESDAY, MARCH 22
6:00 p.m.   The Deep End class
   (3rd floor conference room)
6:30 p.m.   United International Christian Fellowship 
   (lounge)

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 23
1:00 p.m.    Christian Legal Aid

THURSDAY, MARCH 24
7:00 p.m.   Maundy Thursday service (sanctuary)
7:00 p.m.   Iglesia Evangélica "El Tabernáculo Del 
   Consejero Fiel" (Room 270)

FRIDAY, MARCH 25
                   Church office closed

SATURDAY, MARCH 26
6:00 p.m.   Iglesia Evangélica "El Tabernáculo Del 
   Consejero Fiel" (Room 270)
6:30 p.m.   United International Christian Fellowship 
   (lounge)

EASTER SUNDAY, MARCH 27
8:30 a.m.
• Dwelling in Prayer and the Word (Swedish room)

9:30 a.m.
• Worship (sanctuary)
• Children’s programming during worship
 Nursery – infants through age 3  (nursery & toddler room)
 Children's church – ages 4 through 5th grade 
    (room 252)

3:00 p.m.
• Iglesia Evangélica "El Tabernáculo Del Consejero Fiel" 
  (Room 270)

 First Covenant Church events are listed in bold type.

8:30 a.m.
•  Holy Week Wake-Up (gym)

9:30 a.m.
•  Worship (sanctuary)
•   Children’s programming during worship 
  Nursery – infants through age 3
     (Nursery & Toddler Room)
  Children’s church – ages 4 through 5th 
     grade (Room 252)

11:00 a.m. 
•  Playtime for kids and parents (gym)
•  Committee on Racial and Economic Justice 
  (lounge)
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Glad You're Here
Welcome, children: Care for infants through age three is 
available beginning at 9:20 a.m. for the worship service. 
Children’s church (ages 4 through fifth grade) begins 
right before the sermon starts. An announcement will be 
made and teachers will guide kids to Room 252. After the 
worship service, pick up your children and stick around 
for conversation and coffee. 

Get your caffeine jolt: The Kafeino Coffee stand offers 
delicious coffee beverages at a reduced rate. Or pick up a 
free cup of coffee in the foyer.

How can we help you? The connection card in 
your worship guide is one way to ask for prayer, get 
information, and let your voice be heard. Fill out a card 
and drop it in the offering plate. If you have a question 
or prayer request, write it on the back. Pastors and staff 
meet every week to pray.

Read all about it: First Covenant’s newsletter, First 
Things, is available in the foyer and usher stands. To 
receive future newsletters electronically, write your email 
address on the back of your connection card and place it 
in the offering.

Bibles are available: If you would like to have a Bible of 
your own, ask an usher.

The FCC website: Check out 1stcov.org for up-to-date 
event schedules, ministry opportunities, and sermon 
MP3s and PDFs.

Community 
The speaker today is Todd Bratulich, Pastor for Community 
and Mission Engagement.

Dwelling in Prayer and the Word: From 8:30–9:15 a.m., you 
are invited to a quiet space where you will receive Sunday 
morning’s scripture to read and meditate upon. It’s an 
opportunity to prepare for worship, reflect in the quiet, listen 
for God’s voice, and seek God in prayer. Dwelling is available 
every Sunday (except when there are Wake-Ups) in the 
Swedish Room located at the top of the ramp in the foyer.

This month we are celebrating Women's History Month by 
exploring matters related to gender, faith, and justice. During 
our service today, we will watch a video featuring two of our 
community members who are women with long histories 
within church and leadership, Barbara Nelson and Chris 
Fossum, along with a word from Pastor Dan Collison about 
both our history as a community and our hopes for who we 
will become together. A special thanks to Frances Woodson 
for her creative vision in this project, and to Will Keeler and 
his intern, Logan Slaght, for making this project a reality.

Then, following the service at 11 a.m., join us for the 
Committee on Racial and Economic Justice (CREJ) in the 
Multi-Purpose Room.  Today, we will focus on issues related 
to gender, faith, economics and justice.

Shelter volunteers: The First Covenant temporary homeless 
shelter is going strong. Will you assist Salvation Army staff 
during a short evening or morning shift? Please check out 
the online volunteer calendar for open dates (www.1stcov.
org/missional/homeless-shelter) or contact Shelter 
Volunteer Coordinator Norm Blagman (shelter@1stcov.org or 
612-927-3125).

Quarterly offering opportunity: Four times each year, FCC 
offers a special giving opportunity to ministry partners. The 
gifts received go directly to these organizations to assist 
in their important work. The first quarter’s organization is 
Downtown Congregation to End Homelessness (DCEH) 
whose vision is to ensure that everyone has access to safe, 
decent, and affordable housing in Minneapolis. To learn more 
about DCEH, visit their website at DCEH.org. To participate, 
use the First Quarter Special Giving envelope from your 
offering envelopes or write First Quarter Special Giving on 
your check. Thank you for your support of this important 
ministry.

Please pray for our neighbor Community Emergency 
Services—a nonprofit crisis relief and empowerment 
ministry that extends the love of Jesus to people of the 
Philips and Elliott Park neighborhoods. CES provides services 
to over 70,000 people annually. For more information, visit 
www.cesmn.org.

What’s Ahead
Maundy Thursday Service (Thursday, March 24, 
7:00 p.m.): Join us for a special Maundy Thursday 
service as we come to the end of the season of lent and 
journey through Holy Week. Experience “The Table of 
Reconciliation” as we enter into the story of Jesus’ last 
night with his disciples on the eve of his death through 
reflection, worship, and participation in the sacraments 
Jesus instituted on that solemn night. Childcare will be 
provided.

Easter Sunday service (Sunday, March 27, 9:30 a.m.): 
Next Sunday, experience God and celebrate Easter at 
First Covenant Church through music, scripture, the arts, 
and community. The worship service begins at 9:30 a.m.  
The message, “A New Way to Live,” is the fourth and final 
week in our Lenten series, “To Be Reconciled.”

Gospel Choir (Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.): Join us in 
the lounge this week and lend your voice to the First 
Covenant Gospel Choir led by Robert Robinson. No choir 
experience is necessary. You are needed and wanted. 

Spring Overnight Retreat (Friday, May 13, 7:00 p.m.–
Saturday, May 14, 5:30 p.m.): You are invited to a time 
of rest, renewal and delight in the midst of the fullness 
of your life on the Spring Sabbath Retreat. The Sabbath 
Retreat will be 24 hours of slowing and holding the 
sacred gift of your life with God. We will be retreating at 
the Villa Maria Retreat Center which is a beautiful retreat 
center located 10 miles south of Redwing. This retreat 
is for women and men, singles, couples, old and young, 
anyone who is longing for a holy pause and an extended 
time to quiet the mind and hear God! For answers to 
questions and more information about cost and details 
and a registration brochure please contact Carma 
Gjerning at belovedcarma@gmail.com.

Welcome!
First Covenant Church is a diverse, multi-generational, 
urban Christian community offering hope and 
transformation through the love of God and the life and 
teachings of Jesus.

Visitors, we would love to meet you. After the worship 
service, stop by the front of the Sanctuary for a warm 
welcome by ministry staff.
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