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8:30 a.m.
•  Dwelling in Prayer and the Word (Swedish room)

9:30 a.m.
•  Worship (sanctuary)
•   Children’s programming during worship 
  Nursery – infants through age 3
     (Nursery & Toddler Room)
  Children’s church – ages 4 through 5th 
     grade (Room 252)

11:00 a.m.
•  Adjourned annual meeting (sanctuary)

12:00 p.m.
•  All-church meal (fellowship hall)

Dan Collison, Lead Pastor / dcollison@1stcov.org

Ashley Aamot, Administrative Assistant / info@1stcov.org

Heather Albinson, Volunteer Visual Arts Associate / halbinson@1stcov.org

Lisa Albinson, Volunteer Visual Artist / lalbinson@1stcov.org

Bruce Balgaard, Director of Worship / bbalgaard@1stcov.org

Norm Blagman, Homeless Shelter Volunteer Coordinator / 

         shelter@1stcov.org

Todd Bratulich, Pastor for Community and Mission Engagement / 

         tbratulich@1stcov.org

Joy Erickson, Pastor of Congregational Care / jerickson@1stcov.org

Carma Gjerning, Director of Children & Families / cgjerning@1stcov.org

Ashley Grinnell, Associate Music Director / agrinnell@1stcov.org

Brian Ogren, Church Administrator / bogren@1stcov.org

Charlie Peterson, Communications Coordinator / cpeterson@1stcov.org

Robert Robinson, Artist in Residence / rrobinson@1stcov.org

Doug Vigoren, Facilities Manager / dvigoren@1stcov.org

Sara Wilhelm Garbers, Pastor of Connections / swilhelmgarbers@1stcov.org

MetroKids Early Childhood Education
612-332-5437 / www.metrokids.org
Charice Deegan, Executive Director

cdeegan@metrokids.org

TODAY, 
MARCH 12, 2017

THIS WEEK AT 
FIRST COVENANT

First Covenant Church
Sunday, March 12, 2017 • 9:30 am 

Call to worship
“Open Up the Heavens"
Welcome and greeting 
“Let the River Flow"
“The Love of God”
“I Belong”
(Children are dismissed for children’s church)

Offering
Women's History Month reflection
Message: “Violence” (Romans 13:8-10 | NLT) 
Benediction
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2. “Choosing a Personal Transformation”

3. “Caring for Others Through Social Transformation”

Heard something great, but didn't 
have a chance to make a note? 
Head to 1stcov.org this week and grab 
the MP3 of today's sermon!

MONDAY, MARCH 13
11:30 a.m.  Interlude

TUESDAY, MARCH 14
7:45 a.m.    Homeless Day on the Hill
6:30 p.m.   United International Christian 
   Fellowship (lounge)

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15
1:00 p.m.    Twin Cities Christian Legal Aid
6:30 p.m.   Abrahamic Traditions Dinner

THURSDAY, MARCH 16

FRIDAY, MARCH 17
                   Church office closed
                   MetroKids closed

SATURDAY, MARCH 18
6:30 p.m.   United International Christian
   Fellowship (lounge)

NEXT SUNDAY, MARCH 19
8:30 a.m.
• Dwelling in Prayer and the Word (Swedish room)

9:30 a.m.
• Worship (sanctuary)
• Children’s programming during worship
 Nursery – infants through age 3  
    (nursery & toddler room)
 Children's church – ages 4 through 
    5th grade (room 252)

11:00 a.m.
• Women's History Month discussion (lounge)

First Covenant Church events are listed in bold type.



Welcome!
First Covenant Church is a diverse, multi-generational, 
urban Christian community offering hope and 
transformation through the love of God and the life and 
teachings of Jesus.

Visitors, we would love to meet you. After the worship 
service, stop by the front of the Sanctuary for a warm 
welcome by ministry staff.

Glad You're Here
Welcome, children: Care for infants through age three is 
available beginning at 9:20 a.m. for the worship service. 
Children’s church (ages 4 through fifth grade) begins 
right before the sermon starts. An announcement will be 
made and teachers will guide kids to Room 252. After the 
worship service, pick up your children and stick around 
for conversation and coffee. 

How can we help you? The connection card in 
your worship guide is one way to ask for prayer, get 
information, and let your voice be heard. Fill out a card 
and drop it in the offering plate. If you have a question 
or prayer request, write it on the back. Pastors and staff 
meet every week to pray.

Read all about it: First Covenant’s newsletter, First 
Things, is available in the foyer and usher stands.  You 
can also find digital versions of current and previous 
issues in the News section of our website at 1stcov.org. 

Bibles are available: If you would like to have a Bible of 
your own, ask an usher.

The FCC website: Check out 1stcov.org for up-to-date 
event schedules, ministry opportunities, and sermon 
MP3s and PDFs.

Community 
The speaker today is Sara Wilhelm Garbers, Pastor of 
Connections.

Dwelling in Prayer and the Word: From 8:30–9:15 a.m., you 
are invited to a quiet space where you will receive Sunday 
morning’s scripture to read and meditate upon. It’s an 
opportunity to prepare for worship, reflect in the quiet, listen 
for God’s voice, and seek God in prayer. Dwelling is available 

Homeless Day on the Hill (Tuesday, March 14, 
7:45 a.m.–3:00 p.m.): While First Covenant is fully 
engaged in providing shelter for people experiencing 
homelessness, we ultimately want to help bring an 
end to homelessness! That is why we are joining with 
DCEH (Downtown Congregations to End Homelessness) 
among others to advocate on behalf of our friends who 
are experiencing homelessness. Please join us and 
hundreds of other advocates from around the state for 
the annual Homeless Day on the Hill. Meet at FCC and we 
will ride the LRT over to St. Paul to learn and share with 
state legislators about the need for affordable housing 
and other programs which address the root causes of 
homelessness. All are welcome and no prior advocacy 
experience is required. Sign up online at
www.mnhomelesscoalition.org, or contact Pastor Todd 
Bratulich at tbratulich@1stcov.org for more details.

Experience Peacemaking Across Abrahamic Religious 
Traditions (Wednesday, March 15, 6:00 p.m.): Pastor 
Dan Collison is a feature presenter from the Christian 
perspective at the 9th Annual Abrahamic Traditions 
Dinner in the Twin Cities. The dinner will be held at 
Mount Zion Temple (1300 Summit Avenue, St. Paul, MN 
55105). This year’s topic is “How does our faith instruct us 
to respond to discrimination, bullying, and hate speech 
and action?” More than 100 people from all walks of life 
of diverse communities, religions, and organizations 
will come together. Share a meal and listen to speakers 
share the perspectives of their faiths.  During the 
program, guests are invited to talk about the question, 
and others, at their tables. Check in for the event starts 
at 6:00 p.m.; dinner and program will start at 6:30 p.m. 
and end at 9:00 p.m. The event is open to the public 
and there is no cost for the dinner, but registration is 
required. Please visit the "Events" section of our website 
for a link to register for the dinner.

Bowling! (Saturday, April 1, 10:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.): We’re 
going bowling on Saturday, April 1 at Memory Lanes 
(2520 26th Ave S, Minneapolis), and that’s no foolin’!  
Whatever your age or bowling ability, all are welcome 
to join us for a morning of bowling, food and fun.  This is 
a non-competitive event, but there will be trophies, so 
bring your best...or your worst, and perhaps you could 
be the next Gutter-ball Guru!  $10 per person, or $30 per 
family, which includes bowling, shoes, prizes and pizza 
lunch.

Maundy Thursday: “Setting the Table” (Thursday, April 
13, 7:00 p.m.): Join us for a special Maundy Thursday 
service as we come to the end of the season of lent 

and journey through Holy Week. “Setting the Table” will 
stage the story of Jesus’ last night with his disciples on 
the eve of his death through reflection, worship, and 
participation in the sacraments Jesus instituted on that 
solemn night. Childcare will be provided.

Our Lenten journey this year invites us to follow Jesus 
en-route or “on the way” to Jerusalem.  Like Jesus, our 
journeys are filled with in-between spaces, thresholds, or 
“liminal” spaces where we are invited to turn toward that 
which calls and perhaps frightens us.  From the moment 
Jesus set his face toward Jerusalem, he would face the 
very real challenges of mortality, suffering, and betrayal, 
even as he availed himself to the work of Love which 
would bring about new life.  In this season of reflection, 
we too are invited to turn toward those unknown spaces 
and places where we are confronted by the limits of 
our mortality, and where Mystery interrupts, bringing 
unexpected and unexplainable new life. Join us for this 
Lenten journey, where we’ll explore the soul-deepening 
joys and trials of being a people “on the way”.

Notes

every Sunday in the Swedish Room located at the top of the 
ramp in the foyer.

Our Adjourned Annual Meeting will be held today, 
immediately following the church service. We will share 
ministry updates, the pastor’s report, and update you on 
several important matters and opportunities before our 
congregation. We encourage all to make time to attend; 
you do not need to be a member as the purpose of this 
meeting is for the sharing of information and to celebrate 
the continuing life of our church community and how God is 
actively leading FCC. 

Immediately following the meeting, please head down to the 
fellowship hall for our monthly all-church meal.

Join us as we celebrate Women’s History month! On 
Sunday 19 and 26, we will feature conversations, poetry, and 
reflections both during the services and also during the 
third hour from 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. in the lounge with light 
refreshments (every Sunday except March 12, due to the 
adjourned annual meeting). Childcare will be provided for 
the third hour gatherings. Questions? Contact Pastor Sara at 
swilhelmgarbers@1stcov.org.

March Food Drive: First Covenant is partnering with our 
local food shelf, Community Emergency Service (CES) to 
participate in the Minnesota FoodShare program through 
the month of March!  Join us by bringing food and hygiene 
donations to our donation drop in the foyer throughout the 
month of March, or stretch your donation by writing a check 
to CES, as they can purchase nearly 10X the food on the dollar 
through local food bank programs.  Look for food drive bags 
in the foyer with a list of needed items.  Checks can be mailed 
to, or dropped off at, the church.

Please pray for our neighbor Community Emergency 
Services—a nonprofit crisis relief and empowerment 
ministry that extends the love of Jesus to people of the 
Philips and Elliott Park neighborhoods. CES provides services 
to over 70,000 people annually. For more information, visit 
www.cesmn.org.

 
What’s Ahead
Recharge, refresh: Next Sunday, experience God at 
First Covenant Church through music, scripture, the 
arts, and community. The service begins at 9:30 a.m.  
The message, “Sustainability,” is a continuation of our 
“Why We Gather: Caring for Others Through Social 
Transformation” series.


