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8:30 a.m.
•  Dwelling in Prayer and the Word (Swedish room)

9:30 a.m.
•  Worship (sanctuary)
•   Children’s programming during worship 
  Nursery – infants through age 3
     (Nursery & Toddler Room)
  Children’s church – ages 4 through 5th 
     grade (Room 252)

11:00 a.m.
•  All-church meal (fellowship hall)

11:30 a.m.
•  Black History Month Film/Discussion series 
  (lounge)

Dan Collison, Lead Pastor / dcollison@1stcov.org

Ashley Aamot, Administrative Assistant / info@1stcov.org

Heather Albinson, Volunteer Visual Arts Associate / halbinson@1stcov.org

Lisa Albinson, Volunteer Visual Artist / lalbinson@1stcov.org

Bruce Balgaard, Director of Worship / bbalgaard@1stcov.org

Norm Blagman, Homeless Shelter Volunteer Coordinator / 

         shelter@1stcov.org

Todd Bratulich, Pastor for Community and Mission Engagement / 

         tbratulich@1stcov.org

Joy Erickson, Pastor of Congregational Care / jerickson@1stcov.org

Carma Gjerning, Director of Children & Families / cgjerning@1stcov.org

Ashley Grinnell, Associate Music Director / agrinnell@1stcov.org

Brian Ogren, Church Administrator / bogren@1stcov.org

Charlie Peterson, Communications Coordinator / cpeterson@1stcov.org

Robert Robinson, Artist in Residence / rrobinson@1stcov.org

Doug Vigoren, Facilities Manager / dvigoren@1stcov.org

Sara Wilhelm Garbers, Pastor of Connections / swilhelmgarbers@1stcov.org

MetroKids Early Childhood Education
612-332-5437 / www.metrokids.org
Charice Deegan, Executive Director

cdeegan@metrokids.org

TODAY, 
FEBRUARY 12, 2017

THIS WEEK AT 
FIRST COVENANT

First Covenant Church
Sunday, February 12, 2017 • 9:30 am 

Call to worship
“Love Can Change the World"
Welcome and greeting 
“Turn, Turn, Turn"
“St. Patrick’s Breastplate”
“You Are the Living Word"
(Children are dismissed for children’s church)

Offering
Message: “Incarceration” (Matthew 25:31-46)
“What a Friend” 
Benediction
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2. “Choosing a Personal Transformation”

3. “Caring for Others Through Social Transformation”

Heard something great, but didn't 
have a chance to make a note? 
Head to 1stcov.org this week and grab 
the MP3 of today's sermon!

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 13
11:30 a.m.  Interlude

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14
6:30 p.m.   United International Christian 
   Fellowship (lounge)

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15
1:00 p.m.  Twin Cities Christian Legal Aid

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 16
6:30 p.m.   Gospel choir rehearsal (lounge)

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 17
                   Church office closed

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 18
6:30 p.m.   United International Christian
   Fellowship (lounge)

NEXT SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 19
8:30 a.m.
• Dwelling in Prayer and the Word (Swedish room)

9:30 a.m.
• Worship (sanctuary)
• Children’s programming during worship
 Nursery – infants through age 3  
    (nursery & toddler room)
 Children's church – ages 4 through 
    5th grade (room 252)

11:30 a.m.
• Black History Month Film/Discussion series (lounge)

First Covenant Church events are listed in bold type.



Welcome!
First Covenant Church is a diverse, multi-generational, 
urban Christian community offering hope and 
transformation through the love of God and the life and 
teachings of Jesus.

Visitors, we would love to meet you. After the worship 
service, stop by the front of the Sanctuary for a warm 
welcome by ministry staff.

Glad You're Here
Welcome, children: Care for infants through age three is 
available beginning at 9:20 a.m. for the worship service. 
Children’s church (ages 4 through fifth grade) begins 
right before the sermon starts. An announcement will be 
made and teachers will guide kids to Room 252. After the 
worship service, pick up your children and stick around 
for conversation and coffee. 

How can we help you? The connection card in 
your worship guide is one way to ask for prayer, get 
information, and let your voice be heard. Fill out a card 
and drop it in the offering plate. If you have a question 
or prayer request, write it on the back. Pastors and staff 
meet every week to pray.

Read all about it: First Covenant’s newsletter, First 
Things, is available in the foyer and usher stands.  You 
can also find digital versions of current and previous 
issues on our website at 1stcov.org/publication. 

Bibles are available: If you would like to have a Bible of 
your own, ask an usher.

The FCC website: Check out 1stcov.org for up-to-date 
event schedules, ministry opportunities, and sermon 
MP3s and PDFs.

Community 
Our speaker today is Sara Wilhelm Garbers, Pastor of 
Connections.

Dwelling in Prayer and the Word: From 8:30–9:15 a.m., you 
are invited to a quiet space where you will receive Sunday 
morning’s scripture to read and meditate upon. It’s an 
opportunity to prepare for worship, reflect in the quiet, listen 
for God’s voice, and seek God in prayer. Dwelling is available 

have done it for years, some it will be their first time on 
stage, but what they all share in common is a passion for 
music. Snacks and refreshments will be provided in the 
Good Arts Collective space.

Ash Wednesday Service: “Setting Our Faces” 
(Wednesday, March 1, 7:00 p.m.): Join us for our Ash 
Wednesday service to mark the beginning of Lent. 
Ash Wednesday is a time of repentance, restraint, 
and reflection. It’s our entrance into a 40-day Lenten 
wilderness journey, in which we prepare ourselves to 
commemorate Jesus' passion and resurrection. Some 
new friends from Ja’afary Mosque in Brooklyn Park will 
be joining us that evening. Their presence with us on 
Ash Wednesday represents an opportunity for us to love 
our Muslim neighbor. In the spirit of Lent, it’s also an 
invitation for us to reflect upon and repent for the ways 
we have fallen short of this calling.

Adjourned Annual Meeting / All-church meal (Sunday, 
March 12, after the service): Our Adjourned Annual 
Meeting will be held on Sunday, March 12, immediately 
following the church service. We will share ministry 
updates, the pastor’s report, and update you on several 
important matters and opportunities before our 
congregation. Immediately following the meeting, we 
will enjoy an all-church meal in the Fellowship Hall. We 
encourage all to make time to attend; you do not need 
to be a member as the purpose of this meeting is for the 
sharing of information and to celebrate the continuing 
life of our church community and how God is actively 
leading FCC.

Experience Peacemaking Across Abrahamic Religious 
Traditions (Wednesday, March 15, 6:00 p.m.): Pastor 
Dan Collison is a feature presenter from the Christian 
perspective at the 9th Annual Abrahamic Traditions 
Dinner in the Twin Cities. The dinner will be held at 
Mount Zion Temple (1300 Summit Avenue, St. Paul, MN 
55105). This year’s topic is “How does our faith instruct us 
to respond to discrimination, bullying, and hate speech 
and action?” More than 100 people from all walks of life 
of diverse communities, religions, and organizations 
will come together. Share a meal and listen to speakers 
share the perspectives of their faiths.  During the 
program, guests are invited to talk about the question, 
and others, at their tables. Check in for the event starts 
at 6:00 p.m.; dinner and program will start at 6:30 p.m. 
and end at 9:00 p.m. The event is open to the public 
and there is no cost for the dinner but registration is 
required. Please register at the link:  https://goo.gl/
forms/rwZEszphM6Zm5nFK2

Notesevery Sunday in the Swedish Room located at the top of the 
ramp in the foyer.

Dig in! After today’s service, head down to the fellowship hall 
for our monthly all-church meal!

Black History Month Discussion Series: February is 
Black History Month, and our Committee on Racial and 
Economic Justice (CREJ) is honoring that history and 
struggle by hosting a full month of conversations on racial 
identity.  Through a series of original dramatic sketches, 
current audio/video content, and facilitated discussion, 
we will explore how “race” functions on personal, social and 
institutional levels, and the devastating effects of racism 
on all of our identities.  Join us in worship at 9:30for the 
dramatic sketches, and then from 11:30-1pm in the lounge 
for engaging content and discussion. This week, please feel 
free to join the All-Community Meal right after the worship 
service to grab some lunch before heading back up to the 
lounge for discussion.

Ministry partner: This week, please pray for the Salvation 
Army Harbor Light Shelter which provides emergency 
assistance, shelter, housing, chemical dependency 
treatment, transitional housing, health care services, 
and spiritual support to clients without regard to race, 
color, creed, or physical disability. First Covenant Church is 
privileged to partner with Salvation Army Harbor Light to 
provide a homeless shelter in Fellowship Hall, November 
through April.

MetroKids Needs You! MetroKids is hiring a Lead Preschool 
Teacher.  Competitive salary and rich benefits are offered.  
If you or someone you know is interested in applying for 
the position, please send a cover letter and resume to the 
Executive Director, Charice Deegan at cdeegan@metrokids.
org. Thank you!

 
What’s Ahead
Recharge, refresh: Next Sunday, experience God at 
First Covenant Church through music, scripture, the 
arts, and community. The service begins at 9:30 a.m.  
The message, “Race and Privilege,” is a continuation of 
our “Why We Gather: Caring for Others Through Social 
Transformation” series.

Awesome Songwriting Event (Monday, February 27, 
7:00 p.m.): The Awesome Songwriting Event (ASE) is 
a night of showcasing new and seasoned songwriters. 
Curated by the Good Arts Collective, ASE provides a 
platform for artists to share their songs and stories 
with a new audience in a intimate setting. Some artists 


