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8:30 a.m.
•  Dwelling in Prayer and the Word (Swedish room)

9:30 a.m.
•  Worship and communion (sanctuary)
•   Children’s programming during worship 
  Nursery – infants through age 3
     (Nursery & Toddler Room)
  Children’s church – ages 4 through 5th 
     grade (Room 252)

11:30 a.m.
•  Black History Month Film/Discussion series 
  (lounge)

Dan Collison, Lead Pastor / dcollison@1stcov.org

Ashley Aamot, Administrative Assistant / info@1stcov.org

Heather Albinson, Volunteer Visual Arts Associate / halbinson@1stcov.org

Lisa Albinson, Volunteer Visual Artist / lalbinson@1stcov.org

Bruce Balgaard, Director of Worship / bbalgaard@1stcov.org

Norm Blagman, Homeless Shelter Volunteer Coordinator / 

         shelter@1stcov.org

Todd Bratulich, Pastor for Community and Mission Engagement / 

         tbratulich@1stcov.org

Joy Erickson, Pastor of Congregational Care / jerickson@1stcov.org

Carma Gjerning, Director of Children & Families / cgjerning@1stcov.org

Ashley Grinnell, Associate Music Director / agrinnell@1stcov.org

Brian Ogren, Church Administrator / bogren@1stcov.org

Charlie Peterson, Communications Coordinator / cpeterson@1stcov.org

Robert Robinson, Artist in Residence / rrobinson@1stcov.org

Doug Vigoren, Facilities Manager / dvigoren@1stcov.org

Sara Wilhelm Garbers, Pastor of Connections / swilhelmgarbers@1stcov.org

MetroKids Early Childhood Education
612-332-5437 / www.metrokids.org
Charice Deegan, Executive Director

cdeegan@metrokids.org

TODAY, 
FEBRUARY 5, 2017

THIS WEEK AT 
FIRST COVENANT

First Covenant Church
Sunday, February 5, 2017 • 9:30 am 

Call to worship
“Come Thou Fount"
Welcome and greeting 
“Give Us Clean Hands"
“Agnus Dei"
(Children are dismissed for children’s church)

Offering
Message: “Disability” (Luke 4:14-30)
Communion
“None But Jesus”
“All the Poor and Powerless” 
Benediction
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2. “Choosing a Personal Transformation”

3. “Caring for Others Through Social Transformation”

Heard something great, but didn't 
have a chance to make a note? 
Head to 1stcov.org this week and grab 
the MP3 of today's sermon!

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 6
11:30 a.m.  Interlude

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 7
6:30 p.m.   United International Christian 
   Fellowship (lounge)

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 8
10:00 a.m.  Life Group at Augustana Senior Apartments

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 9
6:30 p.m.   Gospel choir rehearsal (lounge)
7:30 p.m.   The Covers showcase 
   (Red Room, hosted by Good Arts Collective)

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10
                   Church office closed

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11
6:30 p.m.   United International Christian
   Fellowship (lounge)

NEXT SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12
8:30 a.m.
• Dwelling in Prayer and the Word (Swedish room)

9:30 a.m.
• Worship (sanctuary)
• Children’s programming during worship
 Nursery – infants through age 3  
    (nursery & toddler room)
 Children's church – ages 4 through 
    5th grade (room 252)

11:00 a.m.
• All-church meal (fellowship hall)

11:30 a.m.
• Black History Month Film/Discussion series (lounge)

First Covenant Church events are listed in bold type.



Welcome!
First Covenant Church is a diverse, multi-generational, 
urban Christian community offering hope and 
transformation through the love of God and the life and 
teachings of Jesus.

Visitors, we would love to meet you. After the worship 
service, stop by the front of the Sanctuary for a warm 
welcome by ministry staff.

Glad You're Here
Welcome, children: Care for infants through age three is 
available beginning at 9:20 a.m. for the worship service. 
Children’s church (ages 4 through fifth grade) begins 
right before the sermon starts. An announcement will be 
made and teachers will guide kids to Room 252. After the 
worship service, pick up your children and stick around 
for conversation and coffee. 

How can we help you? The connection card in 
your worship guide is one way to ask for prayer, get 
information, and let your voice be heard. Fill out a card 
and drop it in the offering plate. If you have a question 
or prayer request, write it on the back. Pastors and staff 
meet every week to pray.

Read all about it: First Covenant’s newsletter, First 
Things, is available in the foyer and usher stands.  You 
can also find digital versions of current and previous 
issues on our website at 1stcov.org/publication. 

Bibles are available: If you would like to have a Bible of 
your own, ask an usher.

The FCC website: Check out 1stcov.org for up-to-date 
event schedules, ministry opportunities, and sermon 
MP3s and PDFs.

Community 
Our speaker today is Dan Collison, Lead Pastor of First 
Covenant Church.

Dwelling in Prayer and the Word: From 8:30–9:15 a.m., you 
are invited to a quiet space where you will receive Sunday 
morning’s scripture to read and meditate upon. It’s an 
opportunity to prepare for worship, reflect in the quiet, listen 

What’s Ahead
Recharge, refresh: Next Sunday, experience God at 
First Covenant Church through music, scripture, the 
arts, and community. The service begins at 9:30 a.m.  
The message, “Incarceration,” is a continuation of our 
“Why We Gather: Caring for Others Through Social 
Transformation” series.

February is Black History Month! Throughout this 
month, join us in Worship on Sundays for a series of 
original dramatic sketches on race and identity.  Then, 
join us after worship from 11:30am-1pm for a 3-week film 
and discussion series entitled, Race: The Power of an 
Illusion.  Lunch will be included, donations welcome.

The Covers Showcase (Thursday, February 9, 7:30 
p.m.): The Good Arts Collective is hosting a free showcase 
performance of the fabulous cover band, The Covers. 
Admission is free, and snacks and refreshments will be 
provided. Dancing is highly encouraged! Please RSVP to 
Sara Renner at srsoulsinger@me.com to get on the list!

All-church meal (Sunday, February 12, 11:00 a.m.): Get 
ready for a feast!  After the worship service, join us down 
in the fellowship hall for our monthly all-church meal!  
Sign up in the foyer to bring a dish to share!

Awesome Songwriting Event (Monday, February 27, 
7:00 p.m.): The Awesome Songwriting Event (ASE) is 
a night of showcasing new and seasoned songwriters. 
Curated by the Good Arts Collective, ASE provides a 
platform for artists to share their songs and stories 
with a new audience in a intimate setting. Some artists 
have done it for years, some it will be their first time on 
stage, but what they all share in common is a passion for 
music. Snacks and refreshments will be provided in the 
Good Arts Collective space.

Adjourned Annual Meeting / All-church meal (Sunday, 
March 12, after the service): Our Adjourned Annual 
Meeting will be held on Sunday, March 12, immediately 
following the church service. We will share ministry 
updates, the pastor’s report, and update you on several 
important matters and opportunities before our 
congregation. Immediately following the meeting, we 
will enjoy an all-church meal in the Fellowship Hall. We 
encourage all to make time to attend; you do not need 
to be a member as the purpose of this meeting is for the 
sharing of information and to celebrate the continuing 
life of our church community and how God is actively 
leading FCC.

Experience Peacemaking Across Abrahamic Religious 
Traditions (Wednesday, March 15, 6:00 p.m.): Pastor 
Dan Collison is a feature presenter from the Christian 
perspective at the 9th Annual Abrahamic Traditions 
Dinner in the Twin Cities. This dinner will be held at 
Mount Zion Temple (1300 Summit Avenue, St. Paul, 
MN 55105) and will bring community members from 
different cultures, religions, and experiences together 
to share the joy of friendship and universal values to 
learn the art of living together. This year’s topic is “How 
does our faith instruct us to respond to discrimination, 
bullying, and hate speech and action?” More than 100 
people from all walks of life of diverse communities, 
religions, and organizations will come together to 
share how their faiths lead people to stand against in 
discrimination and bullying. Guests share a meal and 
speakers share the perspectives of their faiths on a 
single question.  During the program, guests are invited 
to talk about the question, and others, at their tables. 
Check in for the event starts at 6:00 p.m.; dinner and 
program will start at 6:30 p.m. and end at 9:00 p.m. The 
event is open to the public and there is no cost for the 
dinner but registration is required. Please register at the 
link:  https://goo.gl/forms/rwZEszphM6Zm5nFK2

Notes

for God’s voice, and seek God in prayer. Dwelling is available 
every Sunday in the Swedish Room located at the top of the 
ramp in the foyer.

Celebrate communion: Today we celebrate communion 
together, which is one of the most poignant and ancient 
practices of the Christian faith that affirms the completeness 
of the work of God in Christ on our behalf. If Christian faith 
and community is new or unformed in your life, please know 
that at First Covenant we are a grace-filled gathering of 
people who see ourselves as a family of equals, everyone 
humbly in need of grace. We are committed to a journey of 
generous and openhanded faith in which everyone is given 
safe space to journey toward Jesus Christ. So, whether new 
to Christ or renewed in Christ, we are all invited to the table of 
God to encounter the love and grace of Christ as we receive 
the elements (bread and cup).

Please pray for our neighbor Community Emergency 
Services—a nonprofit crisis relief and empowerment 
ministry that extends the love of Jesus to people of the 
Philips and Elliott Park neighborhoods. CES provides services 
to over 70,000 people annually. For more information, visit 
www.cesmn.org.

First Covenant Job Opportunity! It’s a great way to get 
connected and get to know people!  We have a part-time 
maintenance position open, starting April 1 (no joke).  Tasks 
will include light cleaning and maintenance of the church 
facilities.  Please contact Doug Vigoren at dvigoren@1stcov.
org for more information.

MetroKids Needs You! MetroKids is hiring a Lead Teacher in 
a preschool and toddler classroom along with an Assistant 
Teacher in the toddler classroom.  Competitive salary and 
rich benefits are offered.  If you or someone you know is 
interested in applying for the position, please send a cover 
letter and resume to the Executive Director, Charice Deegan 
at cdeegan@metrokids.org. Thank you!

Interested in helping out around the building? Our 
Security Committee is looking for a volunteer to design and 
implement security processes, procedures, technology and 
devices, from everyday occurrences like emergency exit 
routes, to creative solutions for long-term security upgrades 
like security monitoring cameras and intrusion detection 
and deterrent devices including alert monitoring. You’ll be on 
the cutting edge of creating East Town’s community watch 
of churches in the area, potentially working closely with local 
and regional public and private safety and security teams. 
The committee meets twice each month.  Please contact 
info@1stcov.org for more info. 


