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SCRIPTURE 
 
12 Then Jesus said to his host, “When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, 
your brothers or sisters, your relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do, they may invite you 
back and so you will be repaid. 13 But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, 
the lame, the blind, 14 and you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be 
repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” 
15 When one of those at the table with him heard this, he said to Jesus, “Blessed is the one who 
will eat at the feast in the kingdom of God.” 
16 Jesus replied: “A certain man was preparing a great banquet and invited many guests. 17 At 
the time of the banquet he sent his servant to tell those who had been invited, ‘Come, for 
everything is now ready.’ 
18 “But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said, ‘I have just bought a field, and I 
must go and see it. Please excuse me.’ 
19 “Another said, ‘I have just bought five yoke of oxen, and I’m on my way to try them out. 
Please excuse me.’ 
20 “Still another said, ‘I just got married, so I can’t come.’ 
21 “The servant came back and reported this to his master. Then the owner of the house 
became angry and ordered his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of the town 
and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame.’ 
22 “‘Sir,’ the servant said, ‘what you ordered has been done, but there is still room.’ 
23 “Then the master told his servant, ‘Go out to the roads and country lanes and compel them to 
come in, so that my house will be full. 24 I tell you, not one of those who were invited will get a 
taste of my banquet.’” 

Luke 14:12-24 New International Version (NIV) 
 
Introduction 
 
1. Two days ago the United States Supreme Court, in a split 5-4 ruling, gave permission for 

the Executive Branch of the Federal Government to use $2.5 billion dollars of Pentagon 
military funds to build parts of a new wall along our country’s Mexican border.1 Several 

 
1 https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2019/07/supreme-court-pentagon-cash-border-wall-trump.html 
(accessed 7-27-19) 
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years ago the idea of using $5.7 billion dollars of public funding to build wall segments on a 
border as porous as our country’s southern edge gave rise to an internet meme that says: 
(does anyone know it?) “When you have more than you need, build a longer table, not a 
higher fence.” 
 
The complex intersection of modern failed nation states, poverty and political violence, and 
our nation’s repeated failure to adopt helpful, human, and just policies for those seeking 
asylum from nearby and around the world is shameful. The fact that this decades old mess 
has been escalated by some into xenophobic identity politics (or the fear and hatred of 
someone from another culture just because they are from another culture) is 
unconscionable. Yet, it is telling that we are in a moment in time where many would rather 
build a higher fence than a longer table. And, this is true for more than immigration policies 
as it is easy find the same vitriol at the intersection of every day social and religious 
conventions.  

 
2. Our current teaching series on all 25 of Jesus’ parables in the Gospel biographies is 

provoking us to seek to apply Jesus’ ancient wisdom to today’s troubled times. Jesus’ 
explanation for using parables as a method for communicating truth and wisdom instead of 
just coming out and saying something was because the truths of God are a matter of the 
heart more than of the mind and parables are an effective way to confound us and dislodge 
us from our settled false beliefs.”2  
 
Today’s parable of Jesus is as utterly confounding to many in our modern era as it was to 
his first century audience. It is especially confounding to segments of 21st century American 
Christian religion that promotes an “American Jesus” over the Cosmic Christ, sameness 
over difference, and market mentalities over the difficult yet rewarding work of compassion, 
mercy and justice for all, especially those on the edges and bottom of society.  

 
3. The Parable of the Great Banquet or Wedding Feast is one parable idea that was told and 

recorded in two different moments in Jesus’ ministry serving two different purposes. The 
Luke version that we heard today was likely first and the shorter version spoken to fellow 
guests at a dinner. Jesus’ purpose in this setting was that of advancing a more generous 
idea of inclusion within their day to day social framework. The Matthew version likely took 
place in the open space of the Jerusalem temple courts during the first Holy Week, while 
Jesus was battling with the religious leaders of his day, and just prior to Jesus’ crucifixion, 
death and resurrection.3 The purpose of Jesus in this longer and assuredly more strident 
version of the parable of the wedding feast is to hold religion accountable to being as 
generously including as God. And, to remind religious people about the perils of failing to 
do so while claiming to be obedient to God. 
 
To this end, our journey today is that we learn to learn to build a longer table and not a 
higher fence in our day to day lives as we seek to be as generously including of others in 
our lives as Jesus is. And, to realize that we are empowered to hold our Christian religion 
accountable to being as generously including as Jesus as well. Let’s look at our day to day 
lives first. 

 

 
2 Summary of a longer explanation in Matthew 13. 
3 Matthew 21-22. 
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A. As Generously Including as Jesus 
 

1. The Luke version of the Parable of the Banquet speaks mostly to upending the social 
convention of Jesus’ day. A portion of the context and pre-text to the parable was included 
in today’s reading. The full text of Luke 14:1-14  speaks to an uncomfortable moment 
where Jesus was eating dinner on a Sabbath day and in the house of a prominent religious 
leader of his day. The first thing to challenge convention was a man suffering from 
abnormal swelling in his body interrupting their meal seeking to be healed. Jesus healed 
the man on the spot, placing him at odds with the religious Sabbath laws of the day which 
forbid people to do much of anything, including healing on the Sabbath. That was the first 
upending of convention. 
 
Jesus’ second upending of convention was noting that the guests at the dinner had 
jockeyed for the key seats of honor around the table. To this Jesus said: 

 
 “…when someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not take the place of honor, for a 
person more distinguished than you may have been invited…when you are invited, take 
the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he will say to you, “friend, move up to a 
better place.” 
 

Luke 14:8-10. NIV (Abbreviated) 
 
And, then in a third gesture of upending convention—Jesus challenged the dinner guests to 
give luncheons and dinners for those whom have nothing to give in return.  

 
2. Finally, Jesus’ fourth upending of social convention was the telling of the parable of the 

great banquet that pulled it all together. The story line is about a rich man going to the 
trouble and expense of throwing an elaborate party and then of the originally invited 
blowing off the invitation. The host, feeling thoroughly insulted, then sends out invitations to 
anyone and everyone, including the deeply marginalized.  
 
The general meaning of this is clear—When you have more than you need, build a longer 
table, not a higher fence. In the long sweep of biblical history this idea is connected to an 
ancient Hebrew text in the book of Isaiah where Isaiah wrote about the broad nature of 
God’s salvation being like (and, I love this phraseology) “a feast of rich food for all 
peoples.”4 Check out the full reference. Isaiah 25:6-8: 

 
On this mountain the LORD Almighty will prepare 
    a feast of rich food for all peoples, 
a banquet of aged wine— 
    the best of meats and the finest of wines. 
7 On this mountain he will destroy 
    the shroud that enfolds all peoples, 
the sheet that covers all nations; 
8 
    he will swallow up death forever. 

The Sovereign LORD will wipe away the tears 
    from all faces; 

 
4 Isaiah 25:6. 



“The Parable of the Wedding Feast”  Dan Collison © 2019 Page 4 

he will remove his people’s disgrace 
    from all the earth. 
The LORD has spoken. 

Isaiah 25:6-8. NIV 
 
This is the banquet table of God—a place where all are equal and one because of the 
grace, love and mercy of God. What does it mean for us to individually, and our faith 
collectively, to assist God in “removing the shroud that enfolds all peoples” and to host 
Christ’ “…feast of rich food for all peoples?”   

 
3. In my sermon preparation I took a few minutes to reflect on how much of a focus our 

community of faith has invested in the theme of setting a generous banquet for all people. 
Approximately 40% of our time over the last ten years has been invested in looking closely 
at this immensely challenging and yet rewarding teaching of Jesus. We have done lengthy 
teaching series’ with titles such as “Church without Walls,” “Life Together as young and old, 
resettled and citizen, poor and rich, married and single, childless and child-bearing, liberal 
and conservative, and left brain/right brain. Other teachings included “Coming Together 
around the most pressing issues in society”, “Hospitality as a Way of Life,” “The Anatomy of 
Compassion,” “In Search of Mutuality” and I could go on! 
 
In 2016 and 2017 we did an eighteen-month series titled “Why We Gather” that focused on 
the six key reasons why we gather: Personal Transformation, Individual Purpose, Renewal, 
Grace-filled accountability and two that are connected to today’s parable in very specific 
ways: 
 

Christian Community  
 
We gather to grow a Christian community of caring Christ followers. Because we have 
experienced God’s love, we are devoted to loving God, neighbor and one another in 
return. We honor one another’s stories and differences, learn together, and live Christ’s 
healing narrative in all of our relationships. 

 
Social Transformation 
 
We care for our world. We lift up the God-given dignity of all people and learn from 
people who have been marginalized, oppressed, and under-resourced. Together, we 
pursue compassion, mercy and justice. 

 
4. These commitments were not made in a vacuum. We imperfectly, and yet resolutely pursue 

them in relationship to specific topics such as disabilities, mass incarceration, race and 
privilege, gender equality, peace-making across faith traditions, LGBTQ inclusion, poverty 
and environmental sustainability. We commit to learning across these historic problem 
areas to learn to be as generously including as Jesus for all people. And, to move from 
ideological abstractions to concrete action and setting a real table. 

 
5. In some ways we have accomplished a great deal with the many ministries, programs, and 

partnerships in and around our building. And, so many of you are a part of what make 
those ministries and programs work. In other ways, we have a long way to go. And, 
personally, I feel that I have a long way to go. I am sometimes intimidated and minimize 
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cultures I do not understand. I can be fearful and feel overwhelmed by the depth of need 
that exists at the various intersections of generational poverty, mental illness, addiction and 
racism—and want to pull back from our work in such spaces. I fail to follow through on my 
most pressing personal concerns for this time—like the top ten concerns I listed back in a 
June sermon that included my aspiration to take up less space as a non-toxic white, cis-
gendered, straight male in a society burdened by an overflow of toxic white, cis-gendered, 
straight males. 

 
6. Speaking very generally and broadly—I am fully convinced that if more women were 

leading institutions in all levels of society: church, marketplace and government, that we 
wouldn’t have half of the problems that we do today. And, to a specific and recent pain 
point—I am in full agreement with a Covenant ordained pastor who visited our worship 
service last week, and who said that myself and our church would still be affiliated and not 
evicted from the Evangelical Covenant Church if more women were in more executive 
leadership positions in that denomination. That pastor seemed as if she was on a mission 
to hold one part of our Christian religion accountable for being as generously including as 
Jesus!  

 
B. Holding our Religion Accountable 

 
1. How do we do that? Hold do we hold our religion accountable to be as generous as Jesus? 

The second and longer version of today’s parable gives us some clues. I am not going to 
read it, but it will be on the screens for you to multi-task scan while I describe it: 

 
22 Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: 2 “The kingdom of heaven is like a 
king who prepared a wedding banquet for his son. 3 He sent his servants to those who 
had been invited to the banquet to tell them to come, but they refused to come. 
4 “Then he sent some more servants and said, ‘Tell those who have been invited that I 
have prepared my dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have been butchered, and 
everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.’ 
5 “But they paid no attention and went off—one to his field, another to his 
business. 6 The rest seized his servants, mistreated them and killed them. 7 The king 
was enraged. He sent his army and destroyed those murderers and burned their city. 
8 “Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready, but those I invited did 
not deserve to come. 9 So go to the street corners and invite to the banquet anyone you 
find.’ 10 So the servants went out into the streets and gathered all the people they could 
find, the bad as well as the good, and the wedding hall was filled with guests. 
11 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not 
wearing wedding clothes. 12 He asked, ‘How did you get in here without wedding 
clothes, friend?’ The man was speechless. 
13 “Then the king told the attendants, ‘Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, into 
the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 
14 “For many are invited, but few are chosen.” 
 

Matthew 22:1-14 New International Version (NIV) 
 

2. Two things to remember when scanning this:  
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• First, Jesus was in a full-on conflict with the religious leaders of his day who followed 
him around trying to trap him in his words and they made it clear that they wanted 
Jesus arrested and dead. For Jesus’ part, he pushed back at those leaders calling 
them hypocrites, blind guides, fools, and a brood of vipers who were greedy and 
wicked. The seven woes of Jesus that Matthew recorded in Chapter 23 of his 
biography is searing. And, Jesus’ longer version of the Parable of the Wedding 
Feast is placed in the same context as the seven woes and only one chapter back in 
Matthew’s biography.  

 
• Second, (and I said this last week) It is very important that Christians read the 

frequently recorded conflicts in the gospel biographies between Jesus and the 
religious establishment of his day as reflective of problematic universal archetypes 
(or re-occurring ideas) for all religions rather than simply a struggle between Jesus 
and his Jewish religion of origin.  

 
3. With that in mind—what we have in the Matthew is an amped up version of the parable of 

the feast with the host now being a referred to as a king, multiple servants are sent out with 
some being killed for simply delivering the invitation to the feast. And, in the end the good 
and bad fill the feast hall with a concluding and really dark twist that I will read: 

 
11 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not 
wearing wedding clothes. 12 He asked, ‘How did you get in here without wedding 
clothes, friend?’ The man was speechless. 
 
13 “Then the king told the attendants, ‘Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, into 
the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 
 
14 “For many are invited, but few are chosen.” 

Matthew 21:11-14. NIV 
 
4. Most biblical scholars agree that this amped up version of the parable is not speaking to 

end times matters or such things as a literal hell. And, as well, while some may use these 
texts to build a case for such theological ideas as limited atonement and predestination, 
this again, is not about who is “in” and who is “out” in the big picture of things. This is all 
about how people, especially religious people claiming to represent God, either accepting 
or rejecting God’s banquet invitation in the present. And, in comparison to the Luke version, 
this Matthew version addresses the all too frequent problem of religious people not only 
missing the invitation but abusing the messengers of generosity as well. 
 
The symbolism of the proper wedding clothing is referring to someone who presumes upon 
the free offer of God’s salvation but fails to both receive and give grace, receive and give 
mercy, and receive and give love. Likewise, the phrase “many are invited, but few are 
chosen” is speaking to how difficult it can be for religious people to change their minds 
about God and God’s generosity toward all people once their minds are made up that only 
some people matter most. And, the hell that results is the overflow of an existential gap and 
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failure between saying we love and follow God when in fact we are loving our religious 
tradition and failing God.5 

 
5. I am certain that some hearing me say all of these things may assume that I am making a 

direct allusion to the executive leadership of the Evangelical Covenant Church because of 
their recent and successful effort to have me and our church evicted from the denomination 
we helped found because we created a longer table instead of a higher fence for our 
LGBTQ sisters and brothers, neighbors and friends. While I carry grievances about 
process, tremendous disappointment that a majority gave up on trying to stay together 
across our differences, and a great sadness that a minority of us were not able to convince 
more about the importance of LGBTQ inclusion in our faith—I am actually not making such 
a direct allusion because to do so would be to mis-handle my own, and our own hypocrisies 
on the matter. 
 
I believe that all Christians and all Christian institutions are guilty of doing what Jesus 
charged his detractors of in the first century. Sure, a small percentage may be like the 
“brood of vipers” type of religious people Jesus’ confronted, but I believe a larger amount of 
Christians are guilty of falling short of Jesus’ Wedding Feast kingdom vision because we 
have simply not been taught or had modelled for us a modern vision of what Kingdom of 
God can look like. And, what it requires to be accomplished in our time. I also firmly believe 
that it is poor handling of the Bible that causes so many to fail to prepare a feast of rich 
food for all people in the Protestant Christian tradition. Tragically, I believe there is a huge 
lack of what I call “a theology of difference.”  

 
6. In the Covenant Christian tradition, we consider the Scriptures as the Word of God and 

central to our life and faith. The challenge of living out such an elevated claim comes with 
the reality that our library of holy texts was written over approximately a 6,000-year span of 
time, and is in substance as much a mirror to the Judeo-Christian messy human 
experience as it is multiple conversations about our Creator’s pull for us to become Christ 
followers. And, even as hard as some try to sanitize and completely systemize the Bible 
into one theology on this or that topic, a more honest appraisal points out that there are 
actually many different and sometime competing theological strands in Scripture which has 
led to many and sometimes competing Christian religious traditions.  

 
7. One competing theological narrative is that of human sameness versus human difference. 

As early as Genesis chapter 11 we get a front row seat to the very strange ancient Hebrew 
account called “The Tower of Babel” where there is a battle between “sameness” and 
“diversity” with God pointing to difference as necessary to meaningfully populate the world 
and remind humans of their intrinsic and real vulnerabilities. From there forward in the 
Scriptures, essential core God themes such as “welcome the stranger” across cultural 

 
5 Said a different and longer way from a biblical commentary: “The symbolism is of someone who presumes on the free offer 
of salvation by assuming that therefore there are no obligations attached, someone whose life belies their profession: faith 
without works. Entry to the kingdom of heaven may be free, but to continue in it carries conditions. Even though this man 
belongs to the new group of invitees, he is one who produces no fruit, and so is no less liable to forfeit his new-found privilege 
than those who were excluded before him. As the parable of the sower has reminded us, there is many a slip between initial 
response to the word of God and ultimate fruitfulness.” 
 
France, R. T.. The Gospel of Matthew (The New International Commentary on the New Testament) (p. 827). Wm. B. 
Eerdmans Publishing Co.. Kindle Edition. 
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lines6 get swamped time and again by constantly rising tides of fear of the stranger and 
projections on to God that we need to annihilate the stranger.  
 
I say “projections” because there is simply no way to square the violence done in the name 
of God in a few of the more violent Hebrew texts of our Bible and the profound reset in 
Jesus, the center point of our faith and theology who taught us to love our neighbor and our 
enemy and pray for those who persecute us. Violence and non-violence is another 
competing set of theologies in our Scriptures. They are both in the texts and we have to 
make choices as to which we will follow and which look most like Jesus.  

 
Conclusion  
 
1. Shortly after the painful week of the ECC Annual Meeting in Omaha and our 

excommunication I was interviewed by Ellie Krug,7 an author and recognized regional 
leader in the work of identity inclusion in the marketplace.8 She is transgender, a former 
Catholic who is now Buddhist, and someone who focuses on what she calls “practical 
idealism”—which is a transcending belief that humans may be hard-wired for certain things 
like bias and empathy, and that we can overcome challenges through courageous 
conversations, imagination, hard work, risk-taking and plan old-fashioned bravery. 
 
Near the end of the interview she asked me a simple and startling question:  
“Why you?” “Why are you the one who decided to draw a line in the sand as to what you 
would be willing to risk for your ideals?” I didn’t quite know how to answer her so, like my 
sermons…which may be long, but at least their dense…I rambled out a long answer going 
as far back as my childhood until now. I realized, while I was rambling, that what I was 
trying to say was that I had modelled for me across my life and most potently in this 
community over the last ten years a small version of a feast of rich food for all peoples.  
 

2. It was you, and our many community partners, and those who face homelessness, and 
those who do community organizing, and those who serve the mentally ill community, our 
LGBTQ members and staff, and those who leverage their professional lives to serve the 
greater good either at work or on their own time—everyone around here, and it was the 
Spirit of God at work around here, flowing everywhere, that empowered me, and I would 
argue empowered all of the leaders of First Covenant to face the religious headwinds 
against our discerned ethic of loving and including all at our table.  
 
In light of this, I want to encourage you to appreciate and learn from the witness that is right 
here. And, that you give to one another, and as the Spirit of God is speaking in and through 
you. You are empowered to be as generous as Jesus and to hold our religion accountable 
for the same. You can do it. You have done it. And, are continuing to do it through 
courageous conversations, imagination, hard work, risk-taking and plan old-fashioned 
bravery. 

 
 
 

 
6 Deuteronomy 10:19; Leviticus 19:34. 
7 https://elliekrug.com/about/ (Accessed 7-28-19) 
8 http://www.am950radio.com/ellie-2-0-radio-july-15-2019/ (accessed 7-28-19) 
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Prayer  
 
God of all, for all, in all—help us to continually refresh our imagination for your ultimate 
banquet feast. Where we lack vision or our theology and practice of faith is wanting—infuse us 
with the power of the Holy Spirit to take the risks necessary to transcend conventions to better 
love and include like Jesus, in whose name we pray, amen.  
 
Benediction 
 
As the new week begins, may we be as generously including in our lives as Jesus and be 
empowered to hold our Christian religion accountable to being as generously including as 
Jesus as well.  
 
Go in Peace. Amen. 


