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Scripture  
 
8 “Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Doesn’t she light a lamp, sweep 
the house and search carefully until she finds it? 9 And when she finds it, she calls her friends 
and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost coin.’ 10 In the same 
way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who 
repents.” 

Luke 15:8-10 New International Version (NIV) 
 
Introduction 
 
1. I have a lifelong personal history of losing things in the flow of my busy life and often too 

busy mind. When I was an adolescent it was gloves, mittens and coats. The lost coats were 
a special pain point because of both their cost and the fact that my family never had very 
much money, and because I truly loved the coats that my parents bought me. Yet, every 
spring as the Michigan cold winters gave way to the warmth of spring I would almost ritually 
give away my coat to the earth on this or that playground, park or path in the woods. And, 
as was my ritual, I would go to my parents with great remorse and tears in my eyes about 
losing the coat, to which they would show some frustration but mostly forbearance because 
of the sincerity of my remorse. 
 
In high school I lost more expensive items like my School class ring and a few wallets. In 
young adulthood, and with my spouse Holly now in the picture, I still lost things, but Holly, 
who is just more intuitively present to the world than I tend to be, helped me slow down and 
be more intentional about where I place things. And, if I did lose something, she helped to 
teach me the discipline of mentally retracing my steps and schedule instead of frantically 
tearing our house apart like a rabid squirrel looking for lost acorns.  
 
Now, in midlife, I am largely, but not entirely, reformed. The items that I tend to lose the 
most now (holding it up) are the Nalgene water bottles I nurse all day long because I am a 
bicycle commuter, and because I talk a lot—both which require a lot of water. Doug 
Vigoren, the facility Manager can attest that I have left water bottles all over the church 
building. And, I have left water bottles in several downtown businesses over the last few 
years. In almost all instances, I do the mental exercise of re-tracing my steps and simply 
circling back to the business and pick up the water bottle to save me the $10 replacement 
cost.  
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The most recent time I lost a Nalgene bottle was a few weeks ago at that the Federal 
Reserve Building of Minneapolis when I attended a half day conference on inclusionary 
zoning. And, that day, with its heavy rain requiring full rain gear on the bike, and the airport 
style security check to get back into the building, and the chances that the bottle would 
actually still be around in their large building and with hundreds of employees…I just let the 
water bottle stay lost. The effort, in my mind, had crossed the $10 threshold! 

 
2. Today’s parable of the lost coin tells us of a woman who had ten silver coins but lost one 

somewhere in her house. This parable is one in a series of three “lost” items: A lost sheep, 
a lost coin, and a lost child. Pastor Todd spoke about the parable of the lost sheep last 
week. This week is about a lost coin. And, after a unique pause next week for guest 
speaker Pastor Judy Peterson talking about the ways that we can live our lives like 
parables—the week after next Andrea Hollingsworth, our Scholar in Residence, will discuss 
the parable of the lost son most famously referred to as “The Parable of the Prodigal Son.” 
 
The parable of the lost sheep highlighted the shepherd’s attitude to the ninety-nine and his 
concern for the one lost sheep. In today’s parable the focus is more on the strenuous effort 
of the woman looking for that which was lost. One biblical scholar noted that...:  
 

“The woman Jesus portrays is a village peasant, living in a house with no window 
(hence the need for a lamp), and so presumably living in an economy based on barter. 
Her coins, then, likely represent the family savings—not a great sum, totaling the 
equivalent of only (approximately) ten days’ wages. The loss of even one coin would be 
a catastrophic incident….[in comparison to the parable of the lost sheep] Jesus devotes 
greater detail to his description of her efforts: she lights a lamp, sweeps the house, and 
searches carefully.” 1 

 
3. This is not a complex parable like some of the others, but it does invite us to consider some 

complex questions and invitations in the midst of our modern everyday life. For instance, 
one invitation may be to ask, “what is important to me?” Then, “what have I lost that is 
important to me?” Then, “what effort do I need to exert to find that which is important, but 
lost? And, finally, “how might I celebrate finding that which was lost, but has been 
recovered?”  

 
First, “what is important to me?” 

 
A. What is Important to Me? 
 
1. Pause for a moment and ask that question, “what is important to me?” One way to 

understand my intent behind this question is to be honest about that which evokes long-
term emotions and has long-term importance. I am thinking less about the things that we 
give time to, but that don’t matter much in the larger scheme of things and thinking more 
about the more lasting things that we sometimes lose sleep over, or that which carries 
unique long-term joys and burdens. With that in mind, what is important to you? 
 
Is it family members? Close friends? Relationship with God? A specific cause or non-profit? 
Your vocation in relationship to, or sadly no in relation to your work? Is it our church 

                                                
1 Green, Joel B.. The Gospel of Luke (p. 576). Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co.. Kindle Edition. 
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community, or more broadly our family of churches? The environment? The built 
environment? The well-being of our neighbors near and far? Politics? Something else?  

 
2. One essential mark of Christ followers in the Protestant tradition is to inquire of Scripture 

about that which is important to the Creator of all things and principally through the lens of 
Jesus’ teachings. And, to Jesus the most important framework for life and existence hangs 
on the highest command to love God with everything we have and everything we are, and 
to love our neighbor with the same focused attentiveness, whomever the neighbor may be, 
and wherever they may live.  
 
Jesus built on that foundational baseline by being very explicit as to the most important 
aspects of what loving God and neighbor meant, including:  
 

• humility as a life ethic 
• empathy for others that leads to more diverse relationships and community 
• compassion that leads to reconciliation and healing 
• mercy that leads to restorative action 
• the work of social justice that is most attentive to those on the bottom and the edges 

of society 
 
And, there is more that is important to God in such matters as forgiveness, generosity, 
prayer as a means to actively connect to God and holiness as a journey of letting go of our 
false selves and becoming our truest selves while becoming increasingly connected to God 
and one another.  
 
These are some of the most important things that Scripture says are most important to 
God.  
 

Cross-checking our personal lists of what is important, and this brief list of what is important to 
God, I have a key question—with all of this in mind and in terms of where we are at today, 
what have we lost? 
 
B. What Have I lost that is Important? 
 
1. The women in today’s parable had ten coins. One was lost, but they all mattered greatly to 

her. So, what have we lost that is important to us, even if only one item among a list of 
other equally important matters? If wondering creatively alongside Jesus’ narrative use of 
ten coins of equal value, what would be your top ten important matters, and what one thing, 
or maybe more than one thing, has been lost from that ten? I invite everyone to consider 
this in the week ahead. And, to get us started, I will share what I have worked on for myself 
as I reflected on these things. 

 
My top ten most important concerns are: 
 

1) My relationship and understanding of God and the true nature of reality in 
relationship to the Scriptures and beliefs of my religious tradition.  
 

2) My family relationships, principally my spouse and children. 
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3) My vocational calling of advocating for human flourishing in Christian religion and in 
broader civic society. 

 
4) My commitment to this faith community and a determination to see us through our 

current struggle to continue to become who we are in full view of a conflicted and 
watching world. 

 
5) A love for the world of ideas. 
 
6) The rigor of physically strengthening activities. 

 
7) A concern for everyone who is consistently being left out simply because of their 

identity or standing in society. 
 

8) A broad burden for how our planet’s ecosystem is increasingly at risk because of the 
practices and policies in our country and around the world. 

 
9) A desire to take up less space as a non-toxic white, cis-gendered, straight male in a 

society burdened by an overflow of toxic white, cis-gendered, straight males. 
 

10) A desire to have more fun in my day to day life. 
 
2. Of my list of ten and at this exact moment of time, I know you will be shocked to learn that I 

have lost “fun.” (no surprise there, right?!) Second, I am growing deeper in my relationship 
with God and understanding of Scriptures ironically because I have lost trust in important 
parts of my religious tradition. And, on this Father’s Day, I have come to recognize how 
impacted I am by the overflow of so many toxic white, cis-gendered, straight males in our 
broader society right now: 
 

• It is astonishing to see men organizing around such idea of being “In-Cel’s”2, or 
involuntary celibate men who lash out violently and sometimes randomly to women 
who they perceive as denying them their rightful sexual choices.  
 

• It is unthinkable that in our modern era I can watch current news reels of white male 
nationalists burning tiki torches at rallies and demanding their American and God 
given right to white supremacy3.  

 
• It is aggravating to read of random white men attacking diverse authors, bloggers, 

and social justice advocates online or in public forum for the simple reason of 
demanding that they remain in power and in charge.  

 
In this time of reckoning as to what our collective societal identity is and will allow…and, 
beyond losing my sense of fun and important trust of some parts of my religious tradition—
my third important lost item of my top ten is a sense of hope, perhaps naïve hope, that 
those who share my architype would more readily and more eagerly engage  the important 
and life giving critiques of women, communities of color and LGBTQ and pause to listen, 

                                                
2 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Incel (accessed 6-15-19) 
3 https://www.cnn.com/2017/08/12/us/white-nationalists-tiki-torch-march-trnd/index.html (accessed 6-15-19) 
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give serious and thoughtful inquiry, and commit to re-visiting and as best as possible 
correcting the injustices across identities over time, in order to become a more healthful 
and healing kind of human archetype in our time.  

 
3. Those are my three lost items, instead of one. And, in them I see different kinds of 

repentances, or “turnings” that need to take place for me to find them again, or find them 
more fully for the first time! All of them require significant effort, which is our third question 
of the parable of the lost coin: “What effort do I need to exert to find that which is important, 
but lost?” 

 
C. What Effort do I need to Exert to Find That Which is Important? 
 
1. Turning back to you…can you identify at least one lost item in your top ten…maybe a few 

lost items. Now bring to mind a few things that constitute your effort to find it again. What is 
your equivalent to the woman in Jesus’ parable lighting a lamp, sweeping and searching 
carefully until you find it again?  
 

2. For me, and in particular me giving great effort to find a fuller midlife version of a non-toxic 
white straight cis gendered male, this means, regardless of my business card titles, 
entering into spaces and places to listen, learn, be mentored, and to participate—to take up 
less space and sometimes step away from the table to make room for someone else who 
knows better me. I am grateful for an increasing chorus of women including my spouse of 
29 years and the women of this community, to women out in the broader community, to 
women I may only know through their writing and performances—everyday I am learning 
more about entering spaces and places to listen, learn, be mentored, and to participate 
alongside others to accomplish more together.  

 
3. I am also learning from non-toxic males who are doing the work like several of the men in 

the First Covenant community. Over the ten years of being pastor at First Covenant I have 
come to appreciate the contrast between some men who arrive in this space curious but 
ultimately fall back to ultimatums where, if they don’t get their way or feel prominent in their 
standing, they leave. I know it is shocking to know that people give pastors ultimatums, but 
they do! And, then there are other men that arrive in this space who are willing to share 
space and opinion and power and pulpit with diverse voices. I learn from these men every 
day and every week we gather. 

 
4. And, I learn from other non-toxic men out in the broader society. Including people who I do 

not know, but I listen to, such as African American author Darnell Moore who was recently 
asked in an interview “What does the feminist movement mean to you? And, in part he 
responded: 

 
“…Justice isn’t only about giving [Black] men power…power so that they can be in 
equal standing with white men. It’s about ensuring that all people have access to 
‘shared power.’ And then black feminists come along, and women of color feminists 
come along and say, ‘You can’t just think about the ‘universal’ woman’. Not all the 
women are white that are doing this work. Not all the women are straight. Not all the 
women are cisgender. Not all the women are able-bodied.” 
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What they’re doing is teaching us how to think through particularities and how we can 
never, ever dismiss particularities, or people’s particular lived experiences, and hide 
those under the cloak of some imagined universal, because when you do that — when 
you get to the particulars or, I like to say, if you can figure out how to make sure that the 
person who exists on the edges of the edges of the margins can get free — by default, 
everybody else will be free too.” 4 

 
Similarly, I am captivated by something that African American poet Jericho Brown said in a 
recent interview about how all of these identity issues are connected: 

 
“…I’m not interested in this idea that everybody is only an identity, and I’m definitely not 
interested in this idea that there are blank issues, like women’s issues or black issues. If 
you are really good at hurting black people, you will indeed hurt the environment, I 
promise you. It’s true. It’s true. If you are really good at hurting women, you’re probably 
also interested in war — I promise you. Do you understand what I mean? 
 
So I don’t know why we think, in order to make narratives that somehow help us 
politically, we have to take people down to some kind of identity, as if that identity does 
not encapsulate the entirety of humanity and the entirety of humanity’s needs… 
 
I have an ancestry, and you gotta take all of that, when — if you’re coming with me, 
that’s what we’re taking with us. And I’m going to take that part of you, as well. And I 
think, if we could just love each other a little more, whole, we all would be a lot better 
off.”  

 
5. These important and incisive words are like the woman’s lamp and the broom in today’s 

parable—they help me, they help us to illuminate the dark corners of our histories, and our 
architype’s histories in Christian religion and in broader society. And, they help sweep away 
the debris that may have covered up the missing coin, or treasure that constitutes our 
wholeness.   

 
C. How Might I Celebrate Finding That Which is Important? 
 
Turning back to all of us…we have asked “what is important to me?” Then, “what have I lost 
that is important to me?” Then, what effort do I need to exert to find that which is lost? And, 
finally, we ask, “how might I celebrate finding that which was lost, but has been recovered?” 
 
Half of today’s parable tells of the woman calling friends and neighbors together to celebrate 
together that which was lost. And, Jesus says in the conclusion of today’s parable that angels 
in heaven rejoice when even one sinner turns their life away from that which does harm to 
themselves and others and toward the ways of God that always bring life and flourishing to self 
and others.  

 
Conclusion 

 
As someone who has a personal history of losing things, even silly things like water bottles, 
and has great joy and relief at finding things even like water bottles—To me, finding and 
                                                
4 Quoted from an interview between Liliana Percy Ruiz and Darnell Moore for On Being. 
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celebrating is getting at the heart of why Christ followers choose to come together in 
community. We gather to experience and worship God, and we gather to grow deeper in our 
relationships.  
 
And, it is important to celebrate through interviews, illustrations, art and songs the specific 
break throughs that each of us has when we find something that is important to us and God 
and was lost but now found. Or we find a more whole version of something we never fully 
recognized as important in our lives in the first place. In it all, cheering one another along and 
encouraging more breakthroughs in how much God loves us and is for us, and how much we 
love God and how we love one another.  
 
Prayer 
 
God of all creation from the farthest reaches of our galaxy and the universe to the smallest 
subatomic particles—help us to value all facets of creation and understand and nurture our 
personally important lists as reflective of your essentially important priorities. And, when losing 
something important, or having something important taken from us, give us your Holy Spirit to 
illuminate our search and the life ethics of Jesus to sweep clear the debris such that we can 
recover that which was lost, or perhaps never before complete, in order to be more whole 
versions of ourselves.  
 
In Jesus’ Name we pray. Amen. 
 
Benediction 
 
As the new week begins, may we reflect on what is important to ourselves and God, and give 
the effort necessary to find and reclaim that which is important but has been lost in order to 
celebrate a more whole version of ourselves and the world around us. 
 
Go in peace. Amen. 


