
Sermon Discussion Information 
 
Sermon Series: The Parables of Jesus: Provocations in Wisdom 
 
Sermon Title: “The Parable of the Rich Fool” 
 
Sermon Text: Luke 10:25-37 
 
Listeners Journey: I want my listener to be self-aware and wise in the way they approach money and 
material things such that they are attached enough to be good stewards and lead generous lives and 
detached enough to be free of their trappings.	
	
 
Unique Quotes from Sermon:  
 
I share this list on Labor Day weekend to help us reflect on whatever life stage we embody and on how 
we spend our life’s energy in our work. And, to think some about how we find meaning in our post-work 
retirement years. More importantly, I share this because today’s parable of The Rich Fool is deeply 
grounded in the first stage of Erickson’s eight stages: trust vs. mistrust. The very first stage of life, with its 
crisis, question and virtue sets us on a healthy or unhealthy path in regard to our relationship with money 
and material things. 
 
A key diagnostic question we need to ask ourselves at the intersection of today’s parable, our life stage, 
and our personal development trajectory is this: “Do we live integrated lives while trusting in the 
benevolence and provision of our Creator, or do we live  segregated and fearful lives that over-identify 
our personal worth with how much or how little money and material things we have because we are 
consumed by mistrust and worry?”  
 
Today’s parable of Jesus and subsequent teaching on worry attached to today’s parable helps us with 
the problems of worry and over-identification with money and material things as a means to make up for 
something that is missing in our psyche. Jesus’ teachings help us to be more self-aware and wise in the 
way we approach money and material things such that we are attached enough to be good stewards and 
lead generous lives and detached enough to be free of their trappings. 
 
** 
The profundity of Erickson’s theory is his belief that there are necessary tensions to be held between 
opposing psychosocial poles. For instance, in stage one of trust and mistrust—no infant is going to 
develop a sense of 100 percent trust or 100 percent doubt. Successful development is about striking a 
balance between the two opposing sides where one has an openness to experience tempered by some 
wariness that danger may always be present.  
 
Applying this illustration to money and material things—it is only natural that we would worry about 
having enough resources in each stage of life, yet Jesus taught that while we need resources to live, 
resources in themselves are not and never will be the answer to the larger questions of life nor meet our 
need for self-worth and the desire for a sense of security. Money and things can sometimes give us an 
illusion of control and security, but they can never go beyond that. So, we aren’t to trust them or hand 
over our identity to them. And, we need not worry about money and material things as well, because our 
Creator is always seeking to provide for our needs alongside the needs of the other 7 billion people on 
the planet.  
 
Easier said than done, right?  

 
So many of us can relate to the scramble of life to access the resources we want to meet our life’s goals 
and, in many cases, just our need to get by. And that amidst the scramble how we can get seriously 



worried about things! Is it wrong or bad that we carry concerns that lead us to worry? No. Clearly not. 
And, today’s parable is about the problem of greed, not the problem of need. There is a truth, though, 
that is shared between those who struggle with worry while in need and those who struggle with worry 
while being greedy: hope can free us from worry that has trapped us and bring us into a larger vision of 
reality.  
** 
 
Now, living in the fifth decade of my life, I have enough life experience to know that there are wealthy 
people who are generous and poor people who are greedy. And, while it is my general knowledge and 
experience that people of lesser means are significantly more generous proportionality than wealthy 
people—being rich toward God or getting lost in greediness is everyone’s human development paradox. 
(repeat) And, the greater challenge of everyone is to be self-aware and wise in the way we approach 
money and material things such that we are attached enough to be good stewards and lead generous 
lives and detached enough to be free of their trappings. 
 
 
Three Discussion Questions: 
 
1. How were you raised to think about money and material things?  

 
2. What parts of the text speak to you most impactfully? 
 
3. What parts of your life are free from the trappings of money and material things and what are more 

problematic? 
 
 


