
Sermon Discussion Information 
 
Sermon Series: ORIGINS: The Book of Genesis as a Formational Journey 
 
Sermon Title: “ORIGINS” 
 
Sermon Text: Genesis 1:1a. 
 
Listener’s Focus: I want my listener to reflect upon the origins of all things, of their faith tradition, and of 
their family systems in order to see the cosmic Christ pattern of God’s creation for good, inevitable 
separations, and re-integration as a way to live lives of faith, hope and love in our time. 
 
Unique Quotes from Sermon:  
 
“Sankofa” is an African word that means, "We must go back and reclaim our past so we can move 
forward; so we understand why and how we came to be who we are today."1 This is a powerful construct 
for understanding our personal histories and cultural identities, as well the theological and religious 
frameworks that have led us to this point in our life’s journey. The First Covenant community has 
collectively been doing Sankofa over the last three and a half months since being involuntarily removed 
from the denomination that our congregation helped form and sustain for 134 years. The wound of 
separation cuts more or less deeply for those in our community depending upon their history and 
relationship to the Evangelical Covenant Church.  
 
We are now an independent church. And, as an independent 145-year-old church, we could walk away 
from the Covenant tradition that we were birthed in before the denomination existed. The African wisdom 
concept of Sankofa, a broad sweep of Christian Church history, and conventional identity process 
advises against simply walking away because while groups of Christians birth, evolve, and sometimes 
split, all of life moves most fully and intuitively in the flow of continuity, like that of a river. Even disrupted 
continuity is better than abandoning continuity because continuity helps us remain grounded in who we 
have been and who we are becoming.  
 
I acknowledge that the work of Sankofa may be tricky for some here because you have not been a part of 
the Covenant tradition. I see that as a positive. I see that as a positive because Christian religion is a 
2,000-year-old living tradition that is always and imperfectly moving forward as it seeks to follow a living 
Christ. And, the Christian tradition writ large is strengthen by those who are willing to come together from 
different aspects of the Christian faith to refine and continue to re-imagine how one particular tradition 
can healthfully evolve to make it a better representation of the living and loving presence of Christ on the 
earth.  
 
Today we are beginning a new teaching series called “Origins.” This series will span several weeks as 
we move through the book of Genesis, the first book of the Bible. Genesis is an epic telling of the origin 
of all things through the lens of the oral tradition of an ancient Israelite people. Studying Genesis offers 
us a framework to engage Sankofa through the book’s mystical beginning, an illustrative look at the bad 
and good of human behavior, family system dysfunction, dreamers and persecutors, and the art of 
leadership. This series will mean different things to different people depending upon where your Christian 
and religious journey has taken you before this moment, and based upon the questions and aspirations 
that you have while we collectively move forward and seek to grow in our faith.   
 
** 
Our exploration of the book of Genesis will help us live into the many questions we have about how our 
origins intersect with the now. We will take note that the ancient people of our faith were as flawed and 
imperfect as we are today, even as they reached to be good as God was good, and create good as God 

	
1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sankofa (accessed 10-18-19) 



created good, and love others as God loves others. What is thrilling to anticipate is that our series will 
introduce us to some of the ancient women and men who were deeply flawed and yet became exemplar 
towers of faith in both shared perspectives with the Jewish tradition from which Christianity flowed 
generally, and because of Jesus’ teachings, contributors to the unique and particular aspects of our 
Christian faith specifically.  
 
Two weeks ago, on the 145th anniversary of First Covenant, I interviewed First Covenant member Dr. Phil 
Anderson, Professor Emeritus of Church History at North Park University. I asked him the question “What 
wisdom do you have for us as we move into the next chapter of congregational life?” One part of his 
response was to read this quote from a book titled, Images in Covenant Beginnings by Eric Hawkinson. 
The quote is this: 
 
"History is not a goal but, in its deepest sense, a way. To be faithful to tradition is basically to be faithful 
to our calling. Our origin is separation, but God forbid that we should inscribe this as the goal for our 
existence. That would be to disown our history. Much has happened since the Mission Friends of 
Sweden left the state church and our old pioneers in America left Augustana.  

 
[Another important thing to know is that the Covenant tradition considers the Christian Creeds 
important, but it is not a creedal of confessional movement. And, the Covenant does not consider 
confessions like the Augsburg Confession as boundaries of the Christian faith. That is what 
Hawkinson meant when he said “the old Covenant pioneers in America left Augustana”]2  
 
It is just as unthinkable to find our goal in this separation as to deny the fact of separation. The 
goal lies ahead and the way to the goal is indicated but not completed at its point of origin." 

 
What this means to me is an invitation to continuity and Sankofa: going back to reclaim our past so we 
can move forward. So we understand why and how we came to be who we are today. And, as we move 
forward, we do not do so unaware of the trappings and frailties of our religious traditions as far back as 
their very origins and as recent as the failures of the Evangelical Covenant Church leadership in June of 
2019 in Omaha Nebraska, when it stepped away from its historic commitments.  
 
None-the-less, equipped with a sense of earnest humility and a hunger for wisdom from all who have 
come before us, we move forward in our time and in our place with fresh sails on our boat and new Spirit-
gifted-winds filling our sails, taking us to new destinations while living lives of faith, hope and love.   
 
Discussion Questions: 
 
1. How do you think about the origin of all things? What you were taught in church about the book of 

Genesis? How does that integrate or conflict with what you know at this stage of your life? 
 
2. What has been the path of your religious experience? More of a singular journey with one 

denomination, or several denominational landing places?  
 

3. How does your family system(s) inform your religious experience?  
 
4. What are your biggest fears and highest hopes for our newly independent church?  
 
 

	
2 This is a commentary insertion, and not part of the original quote.  


