
Sermon Discussion Information 
 
Sermon Series: “Finding Purpose: Clarifying, Articulating, and Acting on One’s Personal Mission in Life” 
 
Sermon Title: “Holy Listening” 
 
Sermon Text: John 15:1-17  
 
Listener’s Journey: I want my listener to see holy listening as an important spiritual formation practice 
alongside professional spiritual directors specifically or that which Christ followers can practice with one 
another more generally. And, I want my listener to understand the practice of holy listening as primarily 
the work of inviting the presence of God into our relationships such that we experience love and listen to 
one another without agenda with the ultimate outcome being that we are increasingly present to our own 
unique life purpose. 
 
Unique Quotes from Sermon: 

 
This Scripture is taken from a portion of the Gospel of John’s biography of Jesus where Jesus has a final 
meal with a small group of followers the night before his crucifixion. John, chapters 13-17 frame a 
profoundly important and holistic theology and vision for the culture of Christian community across time. 
Today’s Scripture is a key passage within the larger five chapters that inform the practice of holy listening 
for spiritual directors in specific and between Christ followers in community more generally. The second 
half of today’s teaching is going to briefly reflect on this Scripture and offer a few ways that we can 
nurture a culture of holy listening in our community more generally.  
 
You may find it interesting to know that when the tabernacle portion of our church building was completed 
in 1887 there was a deeply held community sentiment that Christ followers should be concerned about 
one another’s spiritual growth in a loving way. A famous phrase heard throughout the chairs of this 
space, and circulating throughout the Covenant is “how goes your walk?” It was a simple way to connect, 
inquire, and to care for one another’s spiritual journey. At its best, this informal practice was an invitation 
to know one another and nurture devotional lives. 
 
** 
Holy Listening is a wonderful practice that holds these joyful relational imperatives and here is why: holy 
listening is at its best when we listen to God and one another on each other’s behalf without pre-
determined answers or agendas and without trying to fix each other. Rather, the work is to listen and 
mirror back to one another the inner journey such that we all own our own path and do our own work.  
 
I can’t tell you how many times in more than 25 years of ministry a person has come up and wanted me 
to tell them exactly what they should be doing, or how they should think, or who they should vote for, 
simply because I was a pastor. The problem with this is that it sets both of us up for failure. And, such co-
dependencies between pastors and parishioners is how Christian religion can sometimes become 
warped and hurtful in that abdicating one’s own spiritual development to some person standing in a pulpit 
gives too much power to the pulpit and causes those in the seats from taking responsibility for their own 
journey as well. 
 
This is why one of the provocative descriptors of holy listening is “being a midwife to the soul.” Now, I 
realize that a distinctly feminine concept may be a challenge for the masculine imagination, but it is an 
essential one—midwife to the soul. 
 
** 
 
One Christian author put it this way: 
 



“…the midwife is not necessarily a wife, or even a woman…the literal meaning is the person who 
is with the birth giver….the midwife is present to another in a time of vulnerability, working in 
areas that are deep and intimate. It is a relationship of trust and mutual respect...she does things 
with, not to, the person giving birth.”1 

 
The principle idea here is that loving one another includes listening and waiting together, sometimes in 
silence, and sometimes while talking, until the questions behind our questions, awaken within one 
another the deeper matter that is ready to come forward to the front of our consciousness. And, that 
which is being brought forward might be something to be celebrated as a part of us that has been hidden, 
or it might be something to be (as Jesus pointed out in today’s text) pruned and gently set aside because 
it was some aspect of our false self--masking our belovedness. 
 
In this way, and like a midwife, holy listening is love that is patient more than it is efficient. Love stands in 
the helping role, not in the commanding role. Jesus points this out in today’s text. We are to be friends 
that draw out the best in one another in a space of freedom and equality. One key word Jesus used that 
informs the convergence of mutuality, friendship and patience is “remain.” Remain appears more than ten 
times in today’s text.  
 
The original Greek word that John used for remain has a range of meaning including “abide, stay, and 
wait.”2 And, Jesus pointed out that the action of “remaining” goes in two directions: remaining in God, and 
remaining with one another. Listen to God, while listening to one another. Waiting and remaining, even 
when we can’t seem to hear God, or when what we hear from one another is not what we want to hear. 
We wait. We remain. We stick it out. Not judging, but mirroring. Asking questions and probing deeper 
motivations with a loving spirit until the deeper things in us are birthed.  
 
 
 
Three Discussion Questions: 
 

1. How do you understand the discipline of “Listening”? Do you listen well? Is listening a challenge 
for you? (Personal sharing) 

 
2. There are many themes presented in today’s text. What are you most drawn to, and why? And, 

how does fruitfulness relate to holy listening? (Exploring the text) 
 

3. How much listening do you do in your personal relationships? What would it take to insert the 
practice of holy listening into your personal relationships? (Direct application) 

 

                                                      
1 Margaret Guenther, Holy Listening: The Art of Spiritual Direction, Page 86-87. 
2 http://biblehub.com/greek/3306.htm (accessed 5-5-17) 
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