
Sermon Discussion Information 
 
Sermon Series: “In Search the Good Life” 
 
Sermon Title: “On Being Reconciled” 
 
Sermon Text: Micah 6:8 
 
Listener’s Journey: I want my listener to explore the intersections of the virtue of justice and their 
personal life narratives such that they are poised to advocate for the Christian ethic of justice, 
compassion, and mercy for everyone. 
 
Unique Quotes from Sermon: 
 
This week we focus on the virtue of “Justice” that is paired with the vice of “Anger” (or sometimes known 
as wrath). Anger is a normal human response to that which is wrong. Even Jesus got angry and 
expressed that anger physically. But, anger is can also be a vice because there is a world of difference 
between someone getting angry and someone being an angry person. It was Aristotle who said: 
“Anybody can become angry - that is easy, but to be angry with the right person and to the right degree 
and at the right time and for the right purpose, and in the right way - that is not within everybody's power 
and is not easy.”1 
 
Our anger must be transformed to be useful in all aspects of our lives, but especially in regards to the 
virtue of justice because justice can take a long time to be realized, particularly with the more complex 
and historically intractable social conflicts. And, by justice, I mean social justice, the all-encompassing 
concept of moral rightness based on ethics, rationality, law, natural law, fairness and equity in all things. 
 
One potential hinge between the virtue of justice and the vice of anger is this: “Our willingness to listen to 
the personal narratives of those effected by the systemic sins of social injustice that pervade our world, 
and advocating for change.”  

 
Listening comes first because we interpret all of life from the viewing point of our own life experiences. 
From our narrative, from our story. And, this is why personal narrative is a major obstacle to the virtue of 
justice. The moment we are introduced to some claim of societal injustice, if that social matter is not 
attached to a personal story we can relate to, it is highly unlikely that will engage. And, depending upon 
several factors, we may even rage against a vulnerable and innocent person or group of people for no 
reason other than we just can’t relate.  
 
What can be done to help us avoid that kind of unknowing that betrays our faith and our goal to live like 
Christ?  
 
*** 
 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a turn of the century modern day Micah. He was a German Christian theological 
who died in a Nazi prison during World War II because of his published social justice views directly 
challenging what German Christians, and many German Christian Churches were doing to support the 
persecution and genocide of Jewish people. That was only 75 years ago, or one lifetime ago and for a 
little bit of contextual perspective--was taking place at the same time that Minnesotans denied Jewish 
people jobs, turned Jewish people away from hospitals, and even had signs on buildings “No Jews 
Allowed.”2 In a book titled “Life Together” Bonhoeffer wrote: “It is God’s love for us that He not only gives 
us His word, but also lends us His ear. Christians, especially ministers, so often think they must always 

																																																								
1 Read more at: http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/a/aristotle132211.html (accessed 5-28-16) 
2 http://www.mprnews.org/story/2013/05/09/mpr_news_presents (accessed 5-28-16) 



contribute something when they’re in the company of others, that this is the one service they have to 
render. They forget that listening can be a greater service than speaking. Many people are looking for an 
ear that will listen. (One) who can no longer listen to (their sister or) brother will soon be no longer 
listening to God either. This is the beginning of the death of the spiritual life.”3 
 
*** 
To walk humbly with anyone is to admit that we do not have things figured out. It is to live day to day life 
with a consistent posture of asking questions and remaining willing to be corrected if there is a new 
revelation that sparks our consciences to make a change in our thinking. The ancient practice of walking 
humbly with God for Christians has been largely framed around the notion of the imitation of Christ. It is 
one thing to study Christian theology and read Scripture. It is another thing altogether to make the 
decision to live life with the compassion, mercy and justice of Jesus’ ethics.  

 
Such a commitment will inevitably spark us to change because it is difficult to actually live like Jesus and 
do such things as love our enemies, remain detached from the pursuit of money and yet overflow with 
generosity regardless of how much we make, forgive those who wrong us, and leave our places of 
comfort to intentionally be near those who suffer.  

 
To walk humbly with other people is the other side of walking humbly with Jesus. And, speaking as a 
white, Anglo Saxon Protestant, straight, educated male in a society where the narratives of First Nations 
people, communities of color, LGBTQ identified, and all those under-resourced are often misunderstood 
while at the same time rallying against systemic injustices—I admit, I spend most of my days suspended 
between contrasting and sometime aggressively competing ideologies. Where I struggle the most is 
recognizing how conflicted the Christian religious movement is, perhaps like the religious movement of 
Micah’s day, in that Christian religion is not always reaching, and in fact is sometimes working against 
matters of social justice.  
 
Depending upon the moment in time and the context, Christians can be as tone deaf to the narrative of 
people groups as easily as anyone. Sadly, it seems that some Christians are willing to protect their 
version of Christian religion (sometimes inter-mingled with a particular political nation state identity) over 
and above living like Jesus and expressing the love of God for everyone. Even more, if we look at the 
sweep of Christian religion through the ages, there has been many times where Christians have opposed 
social justice for entire groups of people based upon scriptural or sociological interpretations that would 
later be called out for being prejudiced, wrathful, and wrong.  
 
We should probably not burden Christian religion too much, though, because really it is a universally 
human vice to allow wrathful anger to drive persecution of difference between peoples.  
 

Three Discussion Questions: 
 

1. What comes to mind when you think of the topic of social justice? (Personal sharing) 
 

2. How did the teachings and actions of Jesus model social justice for Christians? (Exploring the 
text) 

 
3. What are the most pressing social issues of our day that most impact your day to day life? How 

can listening help you be more informed about ways you can act to change the social justice 
narratives of our day? (Direct application) 

																																																								
3 As quoted in the interview: http://www.onbeing.org/program/david-isay-listening-as-an-act-of-love/6268 
(accessed 5-28-16)(Updated with gender inclusive language) 


