
Sermon Discussion Information 
 
Sermon Series: Colossians: “Ways to Make Christianity Healthy” 
Sermon Title: “Know that there are no outsiders” 
Sermon Text: Colossians 4:2-18 
Listener’s Journey: I want my listener to see inclusive Christian community and peacemaking in broader 
society as historic and central practices of Christian witness. 
	
Unique Quotes from Sermon: 
 
Today is the last teaching in our six week teaching series on the New Testament letter to the Early Church in 
Colossae. We have named this short series “Ways to Make Christianity Healthy” because of both the unique 
contribution this letter would have made in the first Century to the fledging Christian movement, and because of the 
ways it still helps the Christian movement to be healthier today. Today’s Scripture points out a fascinating and direct 
connection between first century and twenty first century Christianity: “to love and include demands risk and 
suffering.” Paul began this last chapter of his letter by asking for prayer that he may “proclaim the mystery of Christ, 
for which I am in chains.”1 And, at the end of Paul’s letter he asked the Early Church to “remember” his chains.  

 
Paul was incarcerated because he interpreted the teachings of Jesus to be a message of grace through faith that 
included everyone across cultural and identity differences and had implications that deconstructed the status quo 
social order. His culture and religion of origin didn’t like that, a sectarian branch of the young Christian movement 
didn’t like that, and the Roman Empire was most certainly more committed to maintaining civic hierarchy and social 
order than equal standing and social justice—so Paul paid for his inclusive posture, ultimately with his life, just as so 
many have done through the ages. Today’s scripture invites us see inclusive Christian community and 
peacemaking in broader society as historic and central practices of Christian witness. And, it can inspire us to have 
the courage to see our commitments through so that the mystery of Christ may be more generously understood in 
our time and place.  
 
** 
In this Scripture Paul worked on the matter of gentile inclusion in the Christian movement. He began first describing 
the tensions that Moses had worked on centuries before, and then in light of Jesus’ teachings said explicitly: 
“Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people and also member 
of his household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief 
cornerstone.” (Ephesians 2:19-20. NIV) 
 
The commands to love and include across differences are everywhere in Scripture and most emphatically taught 
and demonstrated by Jesus himself. And, yet Scriptures also tells us about the resistance of people of faith to love 
and include, with sometimes those most “religious” being the most resistant to bringing people together. The 
Hebrew prophet Ezekiel said that the “sin” of Sodom was unconcern for the poor and needy. Check out this 
passage of Scripture written as an indictment of people who called themselves “the people of God”: 
 
49 “‘Now this was the sin of your sister Sodom: She and her daughters were arrogant, overfed and 
unconcerned; they did not help the poor and needy. 50 They were haughty and did detestable things before me…So 
then, be ashamed and bear your disgrace, for you have made your sisters appear righteous. 53 “‘However, I will 
restore the fortunes of Sodom and her daughters and of Samaria and her daughters, and your fortunes along with 
them, 54 so that you may bear your disgrace and be ashamed of all you have done in giving them comfort. (Ezekiel 
16:49-50a, 52b-54. NIV) 

 
This partial quote from a longer and complex passage details how near culture tribes such as the Samaritans and 
people of Sodom, described as “daughters and sisters” to the Hebrews were all a mess, but particularly those who 
had committed to live in Covenant with God and as the people of God, but were not doing so faithfully or with 
compassion, mercy, and justice as a primary ethic. Isn’t it interesting to read Ezekiel saying “however, I will restore 
all of your fortunes…and then later in chapter 16:60: 60 Yet I will remember the covenant I made with you in the 
days of your youth, and I will establish an everlasting covenant with you. (Ezekiel 16:60. NIV) 
 

																																																								
1 Colossians 4:3b. 



For Christians verse sixty points to the new Covenant of Jesus that is an unconditional covenant of grace through 
faith. Jesus framed this unconditional covenant as the relational connection between the Creator of all things and all 
things created. This is the mystery of Christ that got Paul into so much trouble as Paul sought to bring people 
together in and through Christ. Including the many named co-worked and travelling companions listed in this final 
chapter of the letter of Colossians: Tychicus, Onesimus, Aristarchus, Mark, the cousin of Barnabas, Jesus called 
Justus, Ephaphras, Luke, Demas, Nympha, Archippus. Biblical scholars tell us that:2 
 

• Tychicus was likely the one commissioned to carry the early letters and offerings to various churches. 
• Onesimus was most likely the member of the household of Philemon and the run-away slave who, 

according to the New Testament book of Philemon, became a Christian and then friend and colleague to 
Paul such that Paul asked Philemon to receive Onesimus back and as a free citizen.  

• Aristarchus was a native of Thessalonica, and was originally an advocate with Paul in the riotous assembly 
in the Ephesian theater in Acts chapter 19. He is a co-prisoner in today’s text, so, he must have kept getting 
into trouble with Paul.  

 
The remaining names in today’s Scripture are almost an even split of culturally Jewish Christ followers and gentile 
or non-Jewish Christ followers, which speaks to the larger work of Paul that was grounded in Christ and intentionally 
inclusive across culture and gender identities.  

 
All of this has to give us pause and some critical reminders about how Christian faith inter-sects with identity. Today 
we live in a country that purports freedom of religion but largely behaves with fear of “the other” and some of the 
loudest and most dividing voices are Christian leaders and denominations. And, even within the Christian 
movement there is a lot of “othering” going on. How can we re-direct the American Christian narrative that falters on 
so many levels in terms of welcoming the stranger? How can Christ followers form inclusive Christian community all 
the while being the kind of peacemakers in broader society that Jesus referred to when he said, “Blessed are the 
peacemakers for they will be the children of God”?3 
 
We can healthy change the current conflicted and false narratives by doing what Paul tried to do quite simply when 
he wrote “remember my chains.” Paul tried to elicit empathy from Early Church readers such that they would think 
differently about him and about how challenging the mystery of Christ would be in the face of the cultural and 
political headwinds of his time. 
 
Three Discussion Questions: 
 

1. How do you understand the word “inclusive”? (Personal sharing) 
 

2. In reading today’s Scripture, what was meaningful to you in your life right now, and why? 
(Exploring the text) 
 

3. What are some ways that you can encourage inclusive Christian community and peacemaking in 
larger society? (Direct application) 

																																																								
2 F.F. Bruce. The Epistles to the Colossians, To Philemon, and to the Ephesians. NICNT. Eerdmans. Pages 175-
186. 
3 Matthew 5:9.   


