
Sermon Discussion Information 
 
Sermon Series: The Parables of Jesus: Provocations in Wisdom 
 
Sermon Title: “The Parable of the Leaven” 
 
Sermon Text: Matthew 13:31-35 
 
Listener’s Journey: I want my listener to see the presence of God, like leaven is to bread, as always 
present and a growing agent in themselves and in everything and at all times, and to have courage to 
move with that growth to be a healing agent in the world. 	
 
Unique Quotes from Sermon:  
 
We are in the midst of a Sunday morning teaching series on the twenty-five parables of Jesus recorded 
across all four gospel biographies of the New Testament of the Bible. The teaching team wanted to take 
a close look at Jesus’ parables to help us as a community learn how to seek wisdom in a time of complex 
political and social unrest. The main challenge before us in this multi-week study is that Jesus’ made it 
very clear that his parables were designed to intentionally confound listeners and dislodge settled beliefs. 
As Christian thinker Thomas Keating once wrote: “It is characteristic of the parables to ask the question, 
‘What makes you think that the world is the way you see it?’”.1 
 
The risk of doing this study, of course, is that we may become even more unsettled than we would be in 
an already unsettled moment in time. And yet, universal wisdom across the ages advises us that 
sometimes one needs to go carefully and more deeply into the problems that vex us in order to discern a 
different and new vantage point that is more helpful for us and our world.  
 
** 
The key insight of this parable is that the life-giving presence of God, like leaven is to bread, is always 
present and a growing agent in ourselves and in everything and at all times—Including those things we 
consider sacred and that which we have never thought as sacred. Additionally, and based upon Jesus’ 
teaching across all Gospel biographies—we are to have the courage to become like leaven and catalyze 
and move with the life giving and expanding yeast of God’s love and healing everywhere.  
 
For this first segment, I want to focus on the reality that God’s presence is growing everywhere and at all 
times and how scandalous that idea really is, particularly to religious people. Jesus’ most provocative 
assumption here is that God’s presence/God’s kingdom is bigger than any human understanding of 
religion, including Christian religion with its tens of thousands of variations. Christian thinker Thomas 
Keating, who I referenced earlier, was an American Catholic monk often revered in contemplative 
Christian circles, said this about this parable:  
 
“Where is the kingdom if it is not in the holy, the sacred, and the acceptable places? Jesus, by his 
example and preaching, says, ‘Look for it in the most unexpected places.’…the kingdom of God is free to 
appear anywhere, any time, and under any guise. It does not fit into our presuppositions or expectations, 
and still less, our demands. In fact, it deliberately removes, prop by prop, everything holding up our ideas 
of the nature of the kingdom and where it is to be found.”2  
 
Think about that. “God is free to appear anywhere, any time, and under any guise.” What does that 
dislodge or unsettle in you today? Who have you encountered, or what have you experience that was 
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well outside of the Christian tradition, or of no religious tradition, and you thought to yourself, “I wonder if 
God was at work and speaking in and through that?” 
 
** 
One of the mysteries of the Christian faith embedded in several of Jesus’ teachings is that the Kingdom 
of God or the presence of God (terms often used inter-changeably) is not only everywhere out there, but 
also right here and inside us. As with all creation, the presence of God is embedded in all that we are to 
even our cellular level—ready and wanting to grow in us, if we are awakened and responsive to the 
movements of God. Sadly, of all the created species, humans are the ones most capable of choosing to 
not be not be what we are created to be. Animals of all varieties are so much better at just being who 
they are—cats, dogs, birds, fish, worms, insects, whales—you name it, they excel at just being who they 
were created to be. Humans have the unique ability to stop being human and do great harm to 
themselves and others. And, humans have a special ability to ignore the presence of God in them, which 
is why Jesus went to such great lengths to teach about such things as being re-born, re-awakened, 
returning to God who is in us. 
 
The older I get the more I am learning to recognize in myself several reasons why I am tempted to stop 
being human and to turn away from the presence of God in my inner being. One reason is the whole 
matter of “control.” Some days life just feels like we are totally out of control, right? For me, the feeling of 
being unable to control how I want things to turn out, what others think about me, what I want everyone 
around me to be doing to make the world a better place. (I know, kind of ridiculous, right?) When things 
are not working out as I like them to be I am tempted, with a fearful spirit, to over function in an attempt to 
get some kind of control. When, what I really need to do, is to let go of scarcity thinking, trust the Spirit of 
God in me and in everything, and stay in the flow of God where I will be more free to realize that “being in 
control” is always an illusion anyway. 
 
Three Discussion Questions: 
 

1. How and where do you see God out “in the world” and in places that some do not consider 
sacred? 

 
2. How do you experience God “in you”?  

 
3. Who are some of the people near you, that you would consider in your important yeast-infused 

web of relationships that are taking the kingdom of God into the world? 
 
 


