
Sermon Discussion Information 
 
Sermon Series: The Parables of Jesus: Provocations In Wisdom 
Sermon Title: “The Parable of the Seed Growing Secretly” 
Sermon Text: Mark 4:26-39 
Focus Statement: I want my listener to see the parables of Jesus as teachings that challenge us to 
consider matters of the heart and the Parable of the Seed Growing Secretly as an invitation to trust in the 
continuous work and provision of God in our lives whether we see it or not.	
 
Unique Quotes from Sermon:  
 
Technically speaking, what are parables? Parables are an ancient Eastern form of phraseology, riddles 
and stories that use common events or people from everyday life to illustrate truths through such means 
as fables, analogies, allegory and comparisons.1 The art of the parable was one of Jesus’ favorite means 
for communicating the truths of God with parables forming approximately one third of his recorded 
teachings in twenty-five parables re-told by the Gospel biographers. Jesus’ parables covered an array of 
themes, such as loss and redemption, mercy and forbearance, love and forgiveness, prayer and the 
nature and character of the Kingdom of God.  
 
One might wonder why Jesus chose to speak in parables and riddles rather than just coming right out 
and saying, “Here is what I want everyone to know!” Jesus’ first disciples had such wonderings and, at 
one point when not understanding one of his parables, sort of got fed up and asked Jesus “Why do you 
teach in parables?”2 Jesus’ reply was telling…almost alarming. Jesus responded: “Whoever has will be 
given more and whoever does not have, even what they have will be taken away.”  
 
Jesus went on to explain that faith and knowledge of God and love for the ways of the Creator of all 
things are principally a matter of the heart. And, that if someone has a heart that is hardened against 
such realities and truths, it will be nearly impossible for them to embrace or understand the teachings of 
Jesus. Furthermore, it is desire that helps the overly defended person to open up their heart. And, desire 
is best stirred by causing a person’s thinking or world view to be put off balance such that it needs to 
puzzle its way to a new equilibrium. It’s kind of brilliant, isn’t it? 
 
It makes me wonder—if we gave ourselves more to Jesus’ wisdom provocations through paradox and 
parable—how different our thinking might be about any number of things in our lives today? I wonder how 
it might challenge all that comes at us as “all bad or all good,” and say “Wait a minute, what are the 
deeper questions here and what is fueling my focus about this matter? Is it a hunger to have an intense 
and targeted dislike or am I willing to remain open to what isn’t being presented? Or, am I willing to not 
make a judgement about a person or matter at this time?! That is a shocking idea—waiting to pass 
judgement. Or, as Jesus said in some cases, just don’t judge at all. 
 
Our journey through the twenty-five parables of Jesus will invite us to many wonderings about ourselves 
and our world. We are to take courage when we are confounded and have some of our traditional—and 
in some cases false beliefs—dislodged from their place of settled-ness. And, in it all, anticipate joyful 
discoveries about Christ, about ourselves, and our world. 
** 
These brief four verses are a classic parable of Jesus: he used some commonly understood ideas of his 
day—a farmer or plant grower type person scattering seeds, soil, growth, and harvest. And, as was 
typical to Jesus—while his metaphors were basic his topic was indescribably complex: The Kingdom of 
God. The word “kingdom” is a bit problematic in our time because we live in a post-monarch-democratic 
nation state world. And, while Jesus is referred to in some Christian religious traditions as simultaneously 
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a prophet, priest and king3, the actual embodiment of Jesus was that of a wounded healer and not a 
dominating monarch.  
 
New Testament Scripture in the book of Revelation does include apocalyptic imagery that alludes to 
Jesus being imbued with extraordinary power in regard to the end of all things and in a moment of return. 
And yet the teachings of Jesus and Jesus’ supreme command to love God and love neighbor as 
wounded healers is the ethical framework for Christ followers and the Christian movement now and until 
the end of all things.  
 
** 
It was the famous 20th century quantum theory physicist Niels Bohr4 who used to say to his students 
“Every sentence that I utter should be regarded by you not as an assertion but as a question.”5 The same 
is true for the parables of Jesus—every assertion is a question or “wondering” in disguise, including 
today’s parable on the Kingdom of God.  
 

• One wondering in disguise is “who is the one scattering the seed?” Is it God? Is it people? Both? 
• Another wondering in disguise is “how is it possible that the seed scattered on the ground without 

tilling and care could ever grow?”  
• And, a final wondering in disguise is “how is it that someone could yield a harvest regardless of 

how hard they did or didn’t work?” 
 
The first wondering invites us to ponder what the seeds may be in the first place. Are they ideas? Are 
they people? Are they passion projects? Have you ever had an idea or a business, or a relationship that 
felt like a precious little seed? But you knew that if you didn’t let it go and release the seed into the world 
and put it in touch with some kind of organic material, it wouldn’t grow? Probably everyone has felt that 
way at one point or another because the Creator created us to create and to be given entrustments that 
can only grow if we let them go.  
 
** 
Then there is our final wondering which can’t be anything other than shocking in that a harvest is possible 
and can be yielded regardless of the soil and regardless of the tilling. This is the secret that the parable is 
talking about—that God and the forces God has put into the inertia of the kingdom of God is always 
pulling, pushing, or enticing us toward growth and harvest whether we are aware of it or not.  
 
All three of these wonderings in disguise point us toward a deep and scandalous truth about the kingdom 
of God: Our creator is a benevolent creator and while the human experience is fraught with problems, 
suffering and human sin, and our very lives are vulnerable in their core essence—God is utterly for us 
regardless of how well or poorly we live. And God is always present and wanting to fill our lives with 
growth and harvest whether in good times or bad.  
 
 
Three Discussion Questions: 
 

1. Have you read the parables of Jesus before? If so, how have you read them? What have they 
taught you? 

 
2. What do you feel most like in today’s parable: the sower, the seed, or the harvest? 

 
3. How did today’s parable challenge some part of your settled beliefs? 
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