
Sermon Discussion Information 
 
Sermon Series: 1 & 2nd Thessalonians: Church is a Verb	
Sermon Title: “Please God by Loving One Another” 
Sermon Text: 1 Thessalonians 4:1-12 
Listener’s Journey: I want my listener to recognize that we were created to love one another and that real 
love for one another is learned, includes real relationships, and while on most days is just hard work, it is 
always worth it. 	
	
	
Unique Quotes from Sermon: 
 
We are in our third week of a six week teaching series on the New Testament letters of Paul to the 
Church in the Roman Province of Thessalonica. We have chosen to look at these shorter letters through 
the creative lens of “Church is a verb” because Paul’s choice of words included “the Gospel coming not in 
word only, but with full conviction…remembering shared labor and toil…admonish idlers…rejoice 
always…pray without ceasing…don’t repay evil for evil”…and so on and so forth. The language is 
charged with action! 

 
Today’s Scripture is somewhat of a mirror of Jesus’ greatest commandment to love God and one 
another, except Paul inter-wove the two such that they almost are indistinguishable leading us to believe 
that we please God when we love one another. Even more that we were created to love one another and 
it is our sin, and our fears, and our disrespect and our coercions that erode our love for one another.  
 
** 
The Apostle Paul begins today’s text saying that Christ followers are to live to please God by being 
monogamous in our sexuality, learn how to control our bodies with honor, and to never wrong or exploit 
another person. This is really very straight forward and yet these are things we need to commit ourselves 
to being mindful about in the complexity of our day to day lives. As sexual beings we will be attracted to 
people other than our “one and onlys.” And, it is a universal truth beyond Christian religious tradition—if 
you cheat on the one you are committed to, it will break your relationship. Sometimes beyond the point of 
repair. 

 
It is also a Christian and basic universal truth that everyone is created with sacred identity and to bring 
intentional harm to another creation of God, is to offend God. This, by the way, is at the crux of the sexual 
identity debate. On one side people consider anything other than heterosexuality as an affront to God 
based upon seven passages of Scripture and religious tradition. On the other side, and particularly those 
who are family and friends with LGBTQ individuals, LGBTQ is simply a variation as with many other 
variations that occur in creation, and because they are a persecuted small percentage of people it honors 
our Christian ethics of compassion, mercy, and justice to protect their well-being and advocate for 
equality. So, the standoff is: one side feels the need to protect God and the other side to protect their 
loved ones.  

 
Today’s Scripture (and we need to recognize that while Jesus never discussed the topic, Paul, like 
Moses before him, included prohibitions on same sex-sexual expression in other texts) gives those on 
both sides of our disagreements the opportunity to find a way forward together even as we have found a 
way forward and beyond Moses’, Paul’s, and religious traditions’ views concerning matters of race and 
gender over the last several hundred years. The key to finding a way through is this: 9 Now concerning 
love of the brothers and sisters, you do not need to have anyone write to you, for you yourselves have 
been taught by God to love one another; 1 Thessalonians 4:9 (NRSV) 

 
In saying this, it is likely that Paul was referring to both the teachings of Jesus and the inward action of 
the Holy Spirit of God deposited in everyone. These two things are key because, as we talk about often 
around here, our reading and study of the Bible will lead us to conclusions about many things including 



theologies and theories about God, creation, humanity, sin, and so on. But, in arriving at those 
conclusions Christ followers need to rivet themselves to Jesus and his teachings, hold our conclusions 
with humility. Scripture has hierarchy of truths, and Jesus’ teaching is center and gives us room to 
disagree and yet remain together. And, even more, love for one another fueled by the Spirit will create 
authentic relationships between us and in spite of our disagreements.  
 
** 
One of the most compelling aspects of the historic Covenant tradition, and that which can offer us all 
great help in this moment, is to live according to pietistic Christian practice. Pietism places its focus on a 
way of life more than a system of beliefs or doctrines.1 Its less about what we think about God, and more 
about how we relate to God and what we do in God’s name. The Covenant denominations’ connection to 
pietism goes all the way back to the 1600s. Jay Phelan, a former President of the Covenant’s North Park 
Seminary and First Covenant’s new “Covenant Scholar in Residence” points out2 that, as a movement, 
Pietism was born out of the bloody conflict of the “Thirty Years War” between Catholics and Protestant 
from 1618 to 1684.3 This conflict was as much about monarchal power as religious theological 
disputations, but one key outcome was the rise of a collective skeptical consciousness that could not 
square brutality with the name of Christ.  

 
Philip Jakob Spener, born in the midst of the war, came to insist that a life of practical Christianity was 
more important than the constant engagement in “theological disputation.” Spener and his followers 
promoted small group Bible studies, the development of lay ministry, simple direct preaching, and a 
refusal to engage in theological knife fighting.  

 
The Covenant Denomination must reflect deeply upon our pietistic roots as we are confronted by our 
disagreements over the identity of our LGBTQ sisters and brothers. Paul’s final point in today’s text… 
(”But we urge you, beloved, to do so more and more, 11 to aspire to live quietly, to mind your own affairs, 
and to work with your hands, as we directed you, 12 so that you may behave properly toward outsiders 
and be dependent on no one.” 1 Thessalonians 4:10b-12 (NRSV))…was that Christ followers in 
community are urged to not be a burden to one another. To “mind our own affairs.” This is a key way for 
Covenant people to understand our differences and leverage our high level Affirmation of Freedom in 
Christ—that lets individual congregations discern the best ways to minister to the people and 
communities around them. 

 
To this point, the elected leadership of the Covenant denomination has been signaling that they are not 
willing to permit this approach. We will see. And, this June, the struggle for Covenant pastors and 
churches who seek to be inclusive within the context of their ministries are being placed front and center 
at the Annual Meeting of the Covenant in downtown Minneapolis. We are about to have a front row seat 
and be invited to practice my final sermon point: “Real love is hard work.” 
 
 
Three Discussion Questions: 
 

1. What is your relationship to the Covenant and pietism? (Personal sharing) 
 

2. In reading today’s Scripture, what was meaningful to you in your life right now, and why? 
(Exploring the text) 
 

3. What are ways that you have been able to remain in relationship with those for whom you 
disagree? Also, share about a time where relationships broke down, and what might have helped 
that moment from happening. (Direct application) 

																																																								
1 There are several references to this sentiment in the book The Pietist Option: Hope for the Renewal of Christianity 
by Christopher Gerz and Mark Pattie. Intervarsity Press. 
2 covenantcompanion.com/2015/08/05/why-i-am-still-a-pietist/ (accessed 11-12-16) 
3 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thirty_Years%27_War (accessed 11-12-16) 


