
Sermon Discussion Information 
 
Sermon Series: The Parables of Jesus: Provocations in Wisdom 
 
Sermon Title: “The Parable of the Net” 
 
Sermon Text: Matthew 13:47-52 
 
Listener’s Journey: I want my listener to see the interior and outreaching work of the Kingdom of God as 
placing us on a lifelong journey of the Spirit of God helping us sift through our personal narrative chapter 
by chapter and layer by layer in a way that helps us preserve the wisdom of each stage, set aside that 
which is worthless, and welcome the new treasures as well as the old.	
 
Unique Quotes from Sermon:  
 
Today’s parable, the “Parable of the Net” is included in a suite of parables found in the gospel biography 
of Matthew, Chapter 13. For larger context, Matthew 12 covers several entanglements that Jesus had 
with the religious leaders of his time regarding sabbath laws, the problems his miracles were causing with 
their system of who was traditionally excluded from community, being called Satan, and being demanded 
to do an on command miracle to prove his identity. In most cases Jesus gave little defense, but in one 
case he referring to the story of Jonah and how the religious leaders, like Jonah’s missing the point of 
God’s generosity, were missing the point of God’s generosity in Jesus’ time and teaching as well. 
Chapter thirteen opens with Matthew writing: That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the 
lake. 2 Such large crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people 
stood on the shore. 3 Then he told them many things in parables, saying…  (Matthew 13:1-3a, NIV) 
 
And, then Jesus is recorded as telling the Parable of the Sower, the Weeds, Mustard Seed and Yeast, 
the Hidden Treasure and Pearl and today’s Parable of the Net. It is interesting that Matthew records 
Jesus explaining why he used the technique of parables, gave some explanations of a few parables, but 
not all of the parables, and then Matthew returned to covering Jesus’ ongoing personal struggle with the 
religious leaders of his day. The end of Matthew Chapter 13 tells us that Jesus travelled home, and his 
hometown took great offense at Jesus’s message. In Chapter 14 the struggle went from bad to worse 
with John, Jesus’ cousin, known as John the Baptizer, being beheaded for calling out the abuses of 
Herod Antipas, a 1st century local ruler of Galilee and Perea.  
 
Jesus withdrew to be alone after these difficult series of events, only to be followed by large crowds. And, 
when the crowds found him, his response in the midst all of the rancor and violence that swirled about 
him was to break bread and multiply it to feed the multitude. I love Jesus. Always in the thick of things, 
even controversial things, and he consistently spoke his truth and lived generously. Over, and over, and 
over again. And, at the same time, he had moments of being anxious and angry, speaking his truth to 
power.  
** 
One can read this parable and easily get sidetracked by a shallow and fearful theology of heaven and 
hell and ends times prognostications. This parable, and all parables are principally about how we are to 
live our lives now, and not about the complex matter of the end of all things—just as Jesus’ Parable of 
the Weeds1 and the Parable of the Sheep and Goats2 were not about the complex matter of the end of all 
things as well. Both of those other parables referenced very bad outcomes for “weeds” kind of people 
and ideas that are growing next to “wheat” kind of people and ideas…and very harsh eternal judgement 
for those who do not love their neighbor or show compassion and mercy to people such as those who are 
incarcerated, impoverished, and all others who are oppressed at the margins of retributive societal 
structures.  

																																																								
1 Matthew 13:24-30 
2 Matthew 25:31-46 



 
** 
The Parable of the Net, like the Parable of the Weeds, speaks to the idea that good and bad exists side 
by side in our world. Both are always “out there” in all of the layers of society and “in here,” inside the 
very fabric of our sentient beings. Ultimately this means that our very beings are paradoxical in that we 
are completely beloved, and completely capable of rejected our belovedness and letting our sinful and 
false selves run the show and ruin our lives. The beautiful and hard truth of today’s parable is that the 
Kingdom of God, or the reality that our Creator has set up and that indwells within us, will sift us. And, in 
teaching this parable, Jesus invited Christ followers to be proactive in the sifting process before sifting is 
thrust upon on. 

 
Read holistically and with all that Jesus taught about the journey of holiness as less about white 
knuckling our way through some false narrative of perfection and more about being lovingly connected to 
God and one another—This parable invites us to see the interior and external work of the Kingdom of 
God as a lifelong journey of the Spirit of God helping us sift (like fishermen carefully sorting through 
baskets of all that was in their net) through our personal narrative chapter by chapter and layer by layer in 
a way that helps us preserve the wisdom of each stage, set aside that which is worthless, and welcome 
the new treasures as well as the old.  
 
 
Three Discussion Questions: 
 

1. How do you sift and sort the good and bad, and sometimes discern situations that are some 
combination of good and bad in your life? 

 
2. What spiritual practices do you have to help you discern more of the truth of who God is, and who 

you are as your truest self? 
 

3. How do you welcome the new and the old wisdom of the Christian tradition and our world? 
 
 


