
Sermon Discussion Information 
 
Sermon Series: “Work Life” 
 
Sermon Title: “What’s My Vocation” 
 
Sermon Text: Isaiah 40:25-31 
 
Listener’s Journey: I want my listener to recognize the subtleties between jobs, careers and vocations, 
and discern their personal vocation by being attentive to the voice of God in the spaces where personal 
joy meets human need.   
 
Unique Quotes from Sermon: 
 
The reality of my “back up” plan was that it just didn’t fit me, no matter how hard I tried to will it to be. I 
was slowly awakening to who I was and who I wasn’t. And, I had yet to learn about the subtle differences 
between work for pay, careers that advance and vocations that speak to the deepest part of who we are. 
I hadn’t yet heard what Christian author Parker Palmer wrote in a delightful little book titled Let Your Life 
Speak: “Vocation does not come from willfulness. It comes from listening. I must listen to my life and try 
to understand what it is truly about--quite apart from what I would like it to be about--or my life will never 
represent anything real in the world, no matter how earnest my intentions. Vocation does not mean a 
goal I pursue. It means a calling that I hear…” 
 
*** 
There is so much here in today’s Scripture. For today, we can focus on two things:  

 
First, the fact that our Creator has designed the universe with uniqueness and particularity in mind, and 
that our small lives are uniquely woven into the whole of things and have value. And it is our joy to 
awaken to who we are in our personalities, our intuitive giftedness, and what our contribution is to the 
whole. 

 
And… 

 
Second, as Christ followers, our vocational themes are ultimately a convergence of who we are, who God 
is calling us to become, (remember that the very word “Vocation” is Latin and means “a call, summons”1) 
for the purpose of participating in God’s work of bringing renewal to all things.  
 
*** 
It was only after leaving power behind and leading a stripped down way of life that Moses was ready to 
hear the deeper summons of God to his most authentic vocation. And, in a confrontation with God in the 
famous burning bush encounter, an account I encourage you to read this week found in Exodus chapter’s 
3 and 4, we see all kinds of lessons about vocation: 

 
• First, that God followers will be drawn into the God narrative of the renewal of all things. Vocational 

themes of compassion, mercy, justice, liberation, faith, hope, love, courage, really anything that is 
near the center point of where God meets human need (with Jesus and the pure archetype)is going 
to be, one way or another, in everyone’s playbook. As an aside I like what American writer and 
theologian Frederick Buechner once wrote: “The place God calls you to is the place where your deep 
gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet.”2 This really is a baseline component of our faith that 
creates a certain commonality of vocation theme between all of us.  
 

																																																								
1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vocation (Accesed 6-4-16) 
2 Frederick Buechner, Wishful Thinking: A Theological ABC. 



• A second lesson of vocation in Moses’ burning bush encounter is that all of Moses’s life was relevant 
to that moment and to his future. With God, nothing in our life is wasted or irrelevant. Even the bad 
stuff can be transformed into greater focus and capacities. 

 
• Next, in Moses resistance to his vocation, (claiming poor speaking skills and fear of failure) we see 

the struggle we all face in having the courage become who we were created to be. It is a mystery to 
me as to why God created the human experience such that we need phenomenal courage and 
endurance to simply become ourselves. Perhaps it is because it is in the struggle to become, that we 
feel most alive and learn how to become our true selves. 

 
• A concluding lesson of vocation we see in Moses’ encounter with God in the burning bush is that God 

accepted Moses’ weaknesses and went ahead with him anyway. This gives me so much hope on the 
days where I just feel inadequate to what I am discerning are my vocational themes. And, I trust it 
gives you hope as well. 

 
 
*** 

Three Discussion Questions: 
 

1. How do you understand the difference between “work” “career” and “vocation”? (Personal 
sharing) 
 

2. How do the Isaiah text and the encounter of Moses with God in Exodus chapter 3 and 4 reveal 
awareness’s and patterns for how we learn about our individual vocations? (Exploring the text) 

 
3. What do you feel are your life vocational themes? (Direct application) 


