
Sermon Discussion Information 
 
Sermon Series: The Parables of Jesus: Provocations in Wisdom 
 
Sermon Title: “The Parable of the Lost Coin” 
 
Sermon Text: Luke 15:8-10 
 
Listeners Journey: I want my listener to reflect on what is important to themselves and God and give the 
effort necessary to find and reclaim that which is important but has been lost in order to celebrate a more 
whole version of ourselves and the world around us. 
 
Unique Quotes from Sermon:  
 
Today’s parable of the lost coin tells us of a woman who had ten silver coins but lost one somewhere in 
her house. This parable is one in a series of three “lost” items: A lost sheep, a lost coin, and a lost child. 
Pastor Todd spoke about the parable of the lost sheep last week. This week is about a lost coin. And, 
after a unique pause next week for guest speaker Pastor Judy Peterson talking about the ways that we 
can live our lives like parables—the week after next Andrea Hollingsworth, our Scholar in Residence, will 
discuss the parable of the lost son most famously referred to as “The Parable of the Prodigal Son.” 

 
The parable of the lost sheep highlighted the shepherd’s attitude to the ninety-nine and his concern for 
the one lost sheep. In today’s parable the focus is more on the strenuous effort of the woman looking for 
that which was lost. One biblical scholar noted that...:  

 
“The woman Jesus portrays is a village peasant, living in a house with no window (hence the need for 
a lamp), and so presumably living in an economy based on barter. Her coins, then, likely represent 
the family savings—not a great sum, totaling the equivalent of only (approximately) ten days’ wages. 
The loss of even one coin would be a catastrophic incident….[in comparison to the parable of the lost 
sheep] Jesus devotes greater detail to his description of her efforts: she lights a lamp, sweeps the 
house, and searches carefully.” 1 

 
This is not a complex parable like some of the others, but it does invite us to consider some complex 
questions and invitations in the midst of our modern everyday life. For instance, one invitation may be to 
ask, “what is important to me?” Then, “what have I lost that is important to me?” Then, “what effort do I 
need to exert to find that which is important, but lost? And, finally, “how might I celebrate finding that 
which was lost, but has been recovered?”  
 
** 
 
Pause for a moment and ask that question, “what is important to me?” One way to understand my intent 
behind this question is to be honest about that which evokes long-term emotions and has long-term 
importance. I am thinking less about the things that we give time to, but that don’t matter much in the 
larger scheme of things and thinking more about the more lasting things that we sometimes lose sleep 
over, or that which carries unique long-term joys and burdens. With that in mind, what is important to 
you? 
 
Is it family members? Close friends? Relationship with God? A specific cause or non-profit? Your 
vocation in relationship to, or sadly no in relation to your work? Is it our church community, or more 
broadly our family of churches? The environment? The built environment? The well-being of our 
neighbors near and far? Politics? Something else?  
 

																																																								
1 Green, Joel B.. The Gospel of Luke (p. 576). Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co.. Kindle Edition. 



One essential mark of Christ followers in the Protestant tradition is to inquire of Scripture about that which 
is important to the Creator of all things and principally through the lens of Jesus’ teachings. And, to Jesus 
the most important framework for life and existence hangs on the highest command to love God with 
everything we have and everything we are, and to love our neighbor with the same focused 
attentiveness, whomever the neighbor may be, and wherever they may live.  
 
Jesus built on that foundational baseline by being very explicit as to the most important aspects of what 
loving God and neighbor meant, including:  
 

• humility as a life ethic 
• empathy for others that leads to more diverse relationships and community 
• compassion that leads to reconciliation and healing 
• mercy that leads to restorative action 
• the work of social justice that is most attentive to those on the bottom and the edges of society 

 
And, there is more that is important to God in such matters as forgiveness, generosity, prayer as a 
means to actively connect to God and holiness as a journey of letting go of our false selves and 
becoming our truest selves while becoming increasingly connected to God and one another. These are 
some of the most important things that Scripture says are most important to God.  
 
** 
As someone who has a personal history of losing things, even silly things like water bottles, and has 
great joy and relief at finding things even like water bottles—To me, finding and celebrating is getting at 
the heart of why Christ followers choose to come together in community. We gather to experience and 
worship God, and we gather to grow deeper in our relationships.  
 
And, it is important to celebrate through interviews, illustrations, art and songs the specific break throughs 
that each of us has when we find something that is important to us and God and was lost but now found. 
Or we find a more whole version of something we never fully recognized as important in our lives in the 
first place. In it all, cheering one another along and encouraging more breakthroughs in how much God 
loves us and is for us, and how much we love God and how we love one another.  
 
 
Three Discussion Questions: 
 
1. What are the most important things in your life?  
 
2. How would you describe the Bible’s most important themes and topics? 

 
3. From your list of most important things, what has been lost or perhaps never really even fully 

realized? What might you need to engage to be able to find that which was lost? 
 
 


