
Sermon Discussion Information 
 
Sermon Series: “Creating a Beautiful Life: Allowing time and space to activate the imagination and 
engage in play.” 
 
Sermon Title: “In Search of Beauty” 
 
Sermon Text: Philippians 4:8  
 
Listeners Journey: I want my listener to recognize that beauty, like the big idea of love, is something to be 
both experienced and created. And, I want my listener to find beauty everywhere and create beautiful 
things out of everything, even the ashes of our lives. 
 
Unique Quotes from Sermon: 
 
Today’s topic is “In Search of Beauty.” What do I mean by the word “beauty”, though? After all, if one was 
to do a Google search on the word “beauty,” the first dozens of pages of the 4.29 billion results are 
focused on physical beauty.1 While not completely excluding physical beauty, today’s sermon is not a 
conversation about physical beauty. This is a conversation that seeks to bring forward the idea that 
creating a beautiful life requires that we recognize the big idea of beauty, kind of like the big idea of love, 
is something to be both experienced and created. And, that we can find beauty everywhere and create 
beautiful things out of everything, even the ashes of our lives.  
 
** 
Reading this text with a framework understanding of the Christian community at that time invites us to 
see some important sentiment behind these words. It was in the mid first century that Paul travelled to 
the Roman city of Philippi and started a Christian Church with a businesswoman, a Roman jailor and his 
family.2 And, Philippi, like, say, Minneapolis in relation to St. Paul, was not the capital of Macedonia, but it 
was a strategically located city that connected Rome with its eastern provinces and its wealth and cultural 
traditions were regionally renown.3 Paul may have been getting reports that the young church in Philippi 
was being persecuted by the society and culture around them and feared they may be tempted to reject 
everything outside of the church as irrevocably tainted with evil.  

 
Paul was educated in a famous Rabbinic school known for its balanced education in classical literature, 
philosophy, and ethics.4 He was broad universal thinker and applied his mind to his call to be a Christian 
missionary to the Greco Roman world where he promoted that Christ followers relate to those who were 
not Christians in specific, and the broader world in general, as an exercise of seeing God in all things and 
then move toward the particularly of Christ’s redemptive narrative within that wide lens.5 Therefore, in 
writing the words “whatever is true, noble, pure, lovely, admirable or anything that is excellent and 
praiseworthy” Paul assumed those things, like the presence of God, and like the big idea of beauty, can 
be found everywhere and in everything. Paul developed a very holistic theological and philosophical way 
to see the world.  
 
** 
To be clear, Paul’s writings are not without a samplings of dualistic thinking that defied even some of his 
own teachings likely linked to the way his thinking and theology evolved over the sweep of his life. And, 
yet overall, Paul, preached sermons and gave witness to Christ in ways that built bridges to the people 
and spaces wherever beauty and truth was found. For instance, in Paul’s letter to the Early Church in 
																																																								
1https://www.google.com/search?q=beauty&rlz=1C5CHFA_enUS511US511&oq=beauty&aqs=chrome.0.69i59l2j0l2
j69i61j0.1573j0j8&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8 (Accessed 6-11) 
2 Acts 16 
3 The NIV Application Commentary, Page 15-16, also http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philippi (accessed 6-7-11) 
4 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_the_Apostle (Accessed 6-11-17) 
5 Acts 17. 



Rome he articulated that people of all beliefs and backgrounds have within them the ways of God even 
without having affirmed specific belief in Jesus Christ. He said in Romans 2:14-15: When [people] who 
have never heard of God's law follow it more or less by instinct, they confirm its truth by their obedience. 
They show that God's law is not something alien, imposed on us from without, but woven into the very 
fabric of our creation. There is something deep within them that echoes God's yes and no, right and 
wrong. (Romans 2:14-15, The Message)  

 
I say all of this because it is very important to the practice of creating a beautiful life. Far too often 
Christians and Christian institutions fall prey to a false narrative that Christian religion as a movement has 
the corner on all “goodness” and “beauty” in the cosmos. Some go so far as to believe that any entity that 
can’t be clearly labeled, “Christian” is of little to no value. The Christ is larger than this and the framework 
that Jesus taught as the Kingdom of God is grounded in holistic principles that resist unnecessary 
dualisms. In example, one metaphor Jesus used for the kingdom of God was that of wheat and weeds, at 
first blush a dualism. Except he pointed out that good wheat and bad weeds, beauty and distortions of 
beauty, grow side by side and are held in the container we call “our world.”6 And, Jesus’ holistic points is 
that it is not our job to mow everything down because good and bad exist together, because to do that 
would be to mow ourselves down. Rather, it is the role of the Christ follower to discern and cultivate that 
which is good, and resist and starve that which is bad in ourselves and in common life with others in 
broader society. 

 
I discussed this concept at length on January 8, 2017 in a “Why We Gather” sermon titled “Non-Dual 
Thinking.” The sermon took a look at the Apostle Paul’s educational background and philosophy of 
teaching that emphasized paradox and the Socratic method of thesis, antithesis, synthesis. The ultimate 
reason for the conversation was to help Christ followers seek wisdom over dogma and connectedness 
over either/or thinking so we can better participate in the big love of God for all things. I bring it up here 
because we will miss out on experiencing a wide world of beauty if we get stuck in a tightly defined set of 
notions about what is sacred and what is secular. When we are talking about the “either/or” problem, or 
what some call dualistic thinking, this does not mean we shouldn’t recognize the difference between good 
and evil, nor does it mean that we should support the kind of thinking that might undergird the popular 
idea of radical relativism, the notion that there are no universal truths or moral rights and wrongs. We are 
not promoting anything like that. And, on another level, it is important to not diminish the real differences 
between religious traditions and intra-religious theological differences between Christian denominations 
and groups.  

 
What non-dual thinking promotes is the idea that, because of the limits of human consciousness and our 
personal worldview lenses such as language, culture, and even Christian religious traditions, that we take 
the humble posture of acknowledging that truth, beauty, the image of God, and what Jesus and the 
authors of the Bible call “The Kingdom of God” can be found in all kinds of people, disciplines, 
institutions, and ideas. And, as we pursue our deeply held Christian convictions it is important that we do 
not dualistically cut off the presence and movement of God in the middle of all things.  
 
Three Discussion Questions: 
 

1. What comes to mind when you think of the word “Beauty” (Personal sharing) 
 

2. How does today’s text challenge us to understand categories of beauty and meaning in modern 
society?? (Exploring the text) 

 
3. What are a few ways that you can be more awake to experiencing beauty and more intentional 

about creating beauty in your day to day life? (Direct application) 
 
 

																																																								
6 Matthew 13:24-30.  


