
Sermon Discussion Information 
 
Sermon Series: “Creating a Beautiful Life: Allowing time and space to activate the imagination and 
engage in play.” 
 
Sermon Title: “Creative Christlikeness” 
 
Sermon Text: John 20:19-22 
 
Listener’s Journey: I want my listener to move in the world aspiring toward Christ-likeness through the 
grace filled embodiment of their whole selves on a creative and re-creative quest to become both more 
like Christ and our true selves over the full arc of our lifetimes.	
 
Unique Quotes from Sermon: 
 
Verse 21 is referred to by some as, “The great call.” Many recognize Matthew’s quote of Jesus in 
Matthew chapter 28 to “go into the whole world to make Christ followers” as “The Great Commission.” 
Here, in John 20:21 Jesus gives us a key understanding as to the “how” of Christian mission. Jesus said, 
“As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” The adverb “as” in Greek is “kathos,” which means 
“according to, or “in the same way.” So, Christ followers are to do everything (day-to-day life, Christian 
mission, relationships, work, whatever) in the same manner with which Jesus was sent, embodied, and 
modeled God’s grace, love, compassion, mercy, and justice for everyone. 	
 
It may seem strange that Christians need to be reminded of the priority of acting and behaving like Christ 
as our example. This reminder is necessary because institutional Christian Religion can and does 
wander and stray from its best self, just as all world religions do. And, more specifically for us here today, 
it is important to be reminded from time to time that ultimately we are not merely “Protestants” or 
“Covenanters,” we are “Christ-i-ans.” If our, or anyone’s Christian religious belief, practice and fervor is 
not clearly and actively assisting Christians to embody more of who Christ is, something has gone very 
wrong.  

 
I have come to call this “The Christ gap.” The gap between who Christ is, and how Christian religion 
expresses itself in its leaders, adherents, and institutions. It is because Christians are humans there is a 
Christ gap in every age, including, and perhaps sadly emphasized in our time. Part of the gap problem 
exists in a tremendous tension. Jesus and several of the New Testament authors spoke of Christ 
followers in such terms as “being unified in Christ,”1 “representing the body of Christ,”2 and that “the 
church is people, not brick and mortar”3…even in light of all of that rich teaching that binds Christians to 
Christ--Christ followers are in fact not the Christ. “Representatives for”…”Metaphorical hands and feet,” 
yes. Actually the Christ. No.   

 
I know that seems quite obvious to many. This is a very important point, though, in that while some 
Christian sects overheat their sense of representing Christ in exclusive terms and thus earn backlash for 
their hubris, we often do not give one another, and our imperfect Christian institutions the kind of grace 
and space that we need to become more like Christ over time. And, for those of us who get frustrated 
with the Christ gap in ourselves and our institutions it is important to remember that while Christ-likeness 
can partially be legislated through our institutional structures and aspirations, the real work of becoming 
more like Christ is grass roots and within ourselves. 
 
** 

																																																								
1 John Chapter 15-17. 
2 1 Corinthians 12:12-14; Ephesians 4:1-16. 
3 1 Peter 2:4-10. 



The first followers of Christ were women, men, youth and children, disabled and abled, business people, 
medical professionals, people from multiple cultures and languages…you name it. Some were powerful 
and connected and others were homeless and marginalized. And, it is astonishing to learn of how 
creative the first followers were from the likes of the Apostle Paul who improvised his way through the 
complexities of the Roman Empire, in some cases presenting himself a scholar and with rhetoric, and in 
other cases a day laborer with barely enough resources to get by.  

 
The women were particularly creative in a definitively patriarchal world. They leveraged their money and 
connections in wildly creative ways including the likes of Joanna, the wife of Chuza, who managed the 
household of Herod Antipas, the King of Galilee. Gospel biographer Luke mentioned Joanna twice, 
including accounting for her alongside two other women who were the first eye witness to Jesus’ 
resurrection. One theologian suggested that she could have been one of Luke’s sources for information 
regarding the Herodian court. And, as the wife of an important court official, Joanne would have had 
sufficient means to travel and contribute to the support of Jesus and the disciples.4   
 
** 
I share this long quote of Sojourner Truth because it speaks to both her creativity as a Christian woman 
in her time, and a necessary reality of creatively embodying Christ-likeness: With the help of God and our 
faith community we have to re-create and integrate ourselves while we seek imitate and embody Christ in 
the complex and violent world around us. In this address Sojourner Truth models an integrated life. She 
reflected on stages of her life, the personal and structural injustices all around her, and that while at times 
she felt nearly alone as a black woman speaking out about basic human rights, she felt she that was kept 
around because something remained for her to do…to help break that chain…to keep the thing stirring, 
now that the ice is cracked…” What made her creative Christ-like-ness so powerful was not that she 
disappeared and became Christ, but that she saw her own integrated being as playing an integral part of 
realizing God’s kingdom on earth as it is in heaven. 
 
** 
I share this long quote of Sojourner Truth because it speaks to both her creativity as a Christian woman 
in her time, and a necessary reality of creatively embodying Christ-likeness: With the help of God and our 
faith community we have to re-create and integrate ourselves while we seek imitate and embody Christ in 
the complex and violent world around us. In this address Sojourner Truth models an integrated life. She 
reflected on stages of her life, the personal and structural injustices all around her, and that while at times 
she felt nearly alone as a black woman speaking out about basic human rights, she felt she that was kept 
around because something remained for her to do…to help break that chain…to keep the thing stirring, 
now that the ice is cracked…”  

 
What made her creative Christ-like-ness so powerful was not that she disappeared and became Christ, 
but that she saw her own integrated being as playing an integral part of realizing God’s kingdom on earth 
as it is in heaven. 
 
** 
Returning to today’s Scripture…Today’s Scripture interacts beautifully with Sojourner’s story and address 
in that this post resurrection text invites us to a key moment in the Christ narrative where, to quote 
Sojourner Truth, “the ice was cracked, and it was important to keep things stirring.” In the moment 
recorded by John, Jesus was alive and on the other side of the crucifixion and a central participant in a 
cosmic shift where the Creator of all things made it clear that humans should stop blood sacrifice to atone 
for sin and see grace and faith as the only means for forgiveness, stay away from unnecessary rule 
keeping in the name of God, end sectarian and religious violence, confess the exclusion and 
marginalizing of the vulnerable, and I could go on, and on, with a long list of matters that were completely 
reframed by Jesus. In that resurrection moment in time, the ice was cracked and the waters were stirred 
in the human experience, and for the rest of time for all willing to go to the waters being stirred. 

																																																								
4 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joanna,_wife_of_Chuza (accesed 7-29-17) 



In regards to the idea of being an integrated Christ follower, it must be pointed out that Jesus, in his 
humanity, needed to become an integrated being over the span of the 30+ years of walking on the 
earth’s sod. The Gospel biographers go out of their way to point out, as we see in today’s text, that 
“Jesus showed them his hands and side” which had been violently pierced by nails and a spear leading 
to his bodily death. This intentionally highlighted the human aspect of the Christ. The wounds were real. 
His flesh was real.  

 
I discuss this here because the humanity of Jesus and his integrative development from birth to 
adulthood is often lost in the magnanimity of Jesus as part of the Trinity and ultimately the face of God. In 
our creative work of Christ-likeness it is essential to pay attention that Jesus worked through childhood 
and adolescent anxieties and difficult conversations with his parents. He wrestled with trying to 
harmonize with his religion of origin, and in the end, as a reformer, he chose to walk the path of suffering 
and death for what he taught and who he was, in order that the greater reality of God’s vision for 
humanity could be birthed into all of the world.  

 
For Christ followers courageous enough, this is in part, our developmental journey of integration as well. 
Some of our needed growth is simple basic human development that is ideal for all. And, some of 
creative Christ following is following the unique principled and ethical way that Christ lived and moved--
including the path of suffering for the sake of love and righteousness as plainly as Jesus described it 
throughout his teachings. This is difficult, though. And, on some days we feel like, we would rather just 
choose to not walk that path because while the Christ pattern of death and resurrection is transformative 
and glorious, each cycle includes suffering and death of one kind or another.  
 
 
Three Discussion Questions: 
 

1. What do you think about the idea of “imitating Christ”? (Personal sharing) 
 

2. In reflecting on the humanity of Christ throughout the Gospel biographies, what are the things that 
are most remarkable to you ? (Exploring the text) 

 
3. After reflection and with much grace to yourself, what are some of the Christ gaps in the space 

between what you know of Christ and your day to day life? What are some things you can do to 
be more integrated? (Direct application) 

 
 


