
Sermon Discussion Information 
 
Sermon Series: The Parables of Jesus: Provocations in Wisdom 
 
Sermon Title: “The Parable of the Wedding Feast/Banquet” 
 
Sermon Text: Luke 14:12-24 & Matthew 22:1-14 
 
Listener’s Journey: I want my listener to be as generously including in their lives as Jesus and be 
empowered to hold their Christian religion accountable to being as generously including as Jesus as well. 	
	
 
Unique Quotes from Sermon:  
 
The Parable of the Great Banquet or Wedding Feast is one parable idea that was told and recorded in 
two different moments in Jesus’ ministry serving two different purposes. The Luke version that we heard 
today was likely first and the shorter version spoken to fellow guests at a dinner. Jesus’ purpose in this 
setting was that of advancing a more generous idea of inclusion within their day to day social framework. 
The Matthew version likely took place in the open space of the Jerusalem temple courts during the first 
Holy Week, while Jesus was battling with the religious leaders of his day, and just prior to Jesus’ 
crucifixion, death and resurrection.1 The purpose of Jesus in this longer and assuredly more strident 
version of the parable of the wedding feast is to hold religion accountable to being as generously 
including as God. And, to remind religious people about the perils of failing to do so while claiming to be 
obedient to God. 
 
To this end, our journey today is that we learn to learn to build a longer table and not a higher fence in 
our day to day lives as we seek to be as generously including of others in our lives as Jesus is. And, to 
realize that we are empowered to hold our Christian religion accountable to being as generously 
including as Jesus as well. Let’s look at our day to day lives first. 
 
** 
Two things to remember when scanning this:  

 
• First, Jesus was in a full-on conflict with the religious leaders of his day who followed him around 

trying to trap him in his words and they made it clear that they wanted Jesus arrested and dead. 
For Jesus’ part, he pushed back at those leaders calling them hypocrites, blind guides, fools, and 
a brood of vipers who were greedy and wicked. The seven woes of Jesus that Matthew recorded 
in Chapter 23 of his biography is searing. And, Jesus’ longer version of the Parable of the 
Wedding Feast is placed in the same context as the seven woes and only one chapter back in 
Matthew’s biography.  

 
• Second, (and I said this last week) It is very important that Christians read the frequently recorded 

conflicts in the gospel biographies between Jesus and the religious establishment of his day as 
reflective of problematic universal archetypes (or re-occurring ideas) for all religions rather than 
simply a struggle between Jesus and his Jewish religion of origin.  

 
1. With that in mind—what we have in the Matthew is an amped up version of the parable of the feast 

with the host now being a referred to as a king, multiple servants are sent out with some being killed 
for simply delivering the invitation to the feast. And, in the end the good and bad fill the feast hall with 
a concluding and really dark twist that I will read: 

	
1 Matthew 21-22. 



11 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing 
wedding clothes. 12 He asked, ‘How did you get in here without wedding clothes, friend?’ The man 
was speechless. 

13 “Then the king told the attendants, ‘Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, into the 
darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 

14 “For many are invited, but few are chosen.” 

Matthew 21:11-14. NIV 
 
Most biblical scholars agree that this amped up version of the parable is not speaking to end times 
matters or such things as a literal hell. And, as well, while some may use these texts to build a case for 
such theological ideas as limited atonement and predestination, this again, is not about who is “in” and 
who is “out” in the big picture of things. This is all about how people, especially religious people claiming 
to represent God, either accepting or rejecting God’s banquet invitation in the present. And, in 
comparison to the Luke version, this Matthew version addresses the all too frequent problem of religious 
people not only missing the invitation but abusing the messengers of generosity as well. 
 
The symbolism of the proper wedding clothing is referring to someone who presumes upon the free offer 
of God’s salvation but fails to both receive and give grace, receive and give mercy, and receive and give 
love. Likewise, the phrase “many are invited, but few are chosen” is speaking to how difficult it can be for 
religious people to change their minds about God and God’s generosity toward all people once their 
minds are made up that only some people matter most. And, the hell that results is the overflow of an 
existential gap and failure between saying we love and follow God when in fact we are loving our 
religious tradition and failing God.2 
 
 
Three Discussion Questions: 
 
1. What social and religious conventions help or hinder you in setting a more generous banquet table? 

 
2. How do you identify with the various characters of the parable? (host/king, servants, invitees who 

blow it off, “the good and bad from the streets”) 
 
3. What is one thing you can do this week to set a more generous table in your life? 
 
 

	
2 Said a different and longer way from a biblical commentary: “The symbolism is of someone who presumes on the free offer of 
salvation by assuming that therefore there are no obligations attached, someone whose life belies their profession: faith without 
works. Entry to the kingdom of heaven may be free, but to continue in it carries conditions. Even though this man belongs to the 
new group of invitees, he is one who produces no fruit, and so is no less liable to forfeit his new-found privilege than those who 
were excluded before him. As the parable of the sower has reminded us, there is many a slip between initial response to the 
word of God and ultimate fruitfulness.” 
 
France, R. T.. The Gospel of Matthew (The New International Commentary on the New Testament) (p. 827). Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Publishing Co.. Kindle Edition. 


