
Sermon Discussion Information 
 
Sermon Series: The Parables of Jesus: Provocations in Wisdom 
 
Sermon Title: “The Parable of the Two Sons” 
 
Sermon Text: Matthew 21:23-32 
 
Listener’s Journey: I want my listener to see Christ present and at work in everyone and everything and 
address any religious or personal resistances to cultivating Christ’s presence and work in their day to day 
lives. 	
 
Unique Quotes from Sermon:  
 
Today’s parable is the first in the sequence of three parables that Gospel biographer Matthew lined up to 
frame the fitful relationship between Jesus and the religious hierarchy of his family of origin. The setting 
of today’s parable is the temple courts in Jerusalem, during the first Holy Week. To say that Jesus was in 
conflict with the religious establishment would be an understatement. The religious leaders not only 
doubted Jesus’ authority, they saw him as a serious threat and danger to their way of doing religious 
business. They wanted him arrested and preferably killed. But, as Matthew tells us later in chapter 21: 
“they were afraid of the crowd because the people held that he was a prophet.”1  
 
Today’s parable was addressed to the personal and religious resistance that the establishment had to 
Jesus’ way of framing the kingdom of God. The second parable, “The Parable of the Tenants,” speaks to 
the larger picture of who owns or is in charge of the Kingdom, and the third parable, “The Parable of the 
Wedding Banquet” which I will address next week, speaks to both a generous invitation to all and an 
exacting justice for those who are ruthless to others, particularly those who do violence in the name of 
God.  
 
Our way of getting at the meaning of today’s Parable of the Two Sons is to acknowledge some of the 
ways that both our religion and our personal thinking resists the cultivating of Christ’ presence and work 
in our day to day lives. Let’s look at our religion first. 
 
It is very important that Christians read the frequently recorded conflicts in the gospel biographies 
between Jesus and the religious establishment of his day as reflective of problematic universal 
archetypes (or re-occurring ideas) for all religions rather than simply a struggle between Jesus and his 
Jewish religion of origin. The archetypical battle lines within religion and Christian religion across time are 
consistently drawn between control and freedom, invitation and coercion, dogma and doubt, experience 
and tradition, protecting the establishment or bringing reform through grass roots organizing. 
 
** 
Religious people in general, and Christian persons in specific have great resistances to see God at work 
in everyone and everything. We would much prefer see our world in terms of all good and all bad. This 
was a huge part of the problem Jesus sought to address when he accused the religious establishment of 
his day of being like the second son in his parable who said they would do the work of God, but then not 
actually doing the work of God. This accusation of Jesus was levelled against men who probably spent 
more time studying Scripture, writing and teaching about theology, and praying and attending worship 
more than 99% of all religious people in his time. Yet, somehow those men were so buried in the sub 
culture of their own way of doing things in a vineyard of their design, they seemed to miss the larger point 
of God’s grace through faith, forgiveness and restorative ethics as a life practice, and a mercy wide 
enough to include everyone.  
 

	
1 Matthew 21:45-46. 



 
Three Discussion Questions: 
 
1. Which of the two sons are you most like in Jesus’ parable? 

 
2. How would you describe “the work the vineyard” that Jesus’ referred to? 
 
3. If you could change one thing about yourself to more readily do the work of God’s Kingdom, what 

would that one thing be? 
 
 


