
Sermon Discussion Information 
 
Sermon Series: “Creating a Beautiful Life: Allowing time and space to activate the imagination and 
engage in play.” 
 
Sermon Title: “The Creativity of the Spirit” 
 
Sermon Text: John 14:15-31  
 
Listeners Journey: I want my listener to see the Holy Spirit as God’s sustaining presence in our lives 
framed by the Spirit’s creative movements of spiritual awakenings, fellowship with others, empowerment 
for service, and the lifelong journey of becoming more connected to God. 
 
Unique Quotes from Sermon: 
 
Historically, the Christian Church has looked at Jesus’ teachings and across all of the New Testament 
teachings on the Holy Spirit and come to understand a range of categories where God’s Spirit works in 
our lives: 
 
• First, the Holy Spirit facilitates the miracle of spiritual awakening and new life in Christ. Other words 

that some use for this are “Regeneration,” “Conversion,” and “New Birth.” 
 

• Second, the Spirit draws people into community together. The most popular word used in the New 
Testament to describe this work of the Spirit was the Greek word “koinónia” which means 
“partnership or fellowship in the Spirit.” This is what makes diverse community possible!  

 
• Third, the Holy Spirit empowers people through varied and special gifts for the purpose of building 

Christian community and living like Christ in our world. Some of the Spirit gifts are described in terms 
we see every day such as “leadership,” “teaching,” “hospitality,” and “giving.”  Others are mysterious 
and unpredictable such as supernatural “wisdom” and “miracles”.1 

 
• Fourth, the Holy Spirit reveals those things that are broken in us and offers us healing, forgiveness of 

sin, and a pathway to whole and integrated lives. Some call this work of the Spirit the journey of 
“holiness.” Others call it “sanctification”. Those committed to this journey of refinement are 
transformed over time into the kind of people who model to the world what the Apostle Paul described 
as the evidence or “fruit” of the Holy Spirit including“…love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.”2 

 
There are other theological terms and nuances such as “glorification” for Christ followers as we transition 
through the veil from this life to the next but, the four main ideas of Spiritual Awakening, Fellowship, 
Empowerment, and Holiness are the most important categories we need to be aware of about the person 
and work of Holy Spirit. 

 
** 
 
In today’s text Jesus said to his first followers: 15 “If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the 
Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth. 
The English word “advocate” that is used here is a translation for the original Greek word “paraclete” 
which also means “helper” or “the one who answers the call.”3  
 

																																																								
1 Romans 12:3-8; 1 Corinthians 12:8-10, 28-30; Ephesians 4:11 
2 Galatians 5:23a 
3 http://biblehub.com/interlinear/john/14-16.htm (accessed 7-15-17) 



We have all had them--moments where we say to ourselves “I have no idea how to get through this time, 
fix that problem, or address some major concern. I’m not strong enough. I don’t have enough faith. I don’t 
have enough power. I don’t have enough money. I don’t have enough whatever.” Those moments of 
hitting what feels like the bottom of our resources are moments of helplessness. Ironically, such moments 
are what Jesus and the New Testament writers described as the perfect moment of opportunity for 
empowerment.  
 
The Apostle Paul invested much ink attempting to help us see that being self aware of human 
vulnerability is a gift. Paul said, “God’s power is made perfect in weakness…”4 And, earlier in the same 
letter he wrote:7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from 
God and not from us. 8 We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in 
despair; 9 persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. (2 Corinthians 4:7-9, NIV) 
 
How is it possible for us to be pressed on every side, but not crushed, perplexed but not in despair? 
Because, as Jesus taught in today’s Scripture, God’s Spirit comes to us when we pray for assistance and 
gives us the power we need. This can be a wildly creative process. Empowerment may not come in the 
form we are looking for, but it will come. It may come in the form of a word of encouragement at just the 
right moment. It may come in the form of a person, when you least expect it, who comes alongside you to 
buoy the situation you are in. It may come in the form of something your child says, maybe even with 
irony. Or, a poem, song, or writing that speaks directly to the moment you are facing. It may come in a 
miracle. The Spirit’s empowerment come’s through a variety of means, but it will come as promised and 
is the voice of God being translated into your unique moment. 

 
** 

 
Its not surprising that most people think of holiness as being handed a list of “do’s and don’ts” and think 
that by following such a list perfectly God will love them more, and they will be set apart and ultimately 
superior to others who don’t do that list. There are several problems with this kind of thinking.  
 

• First, it is impossible to do anything but white knuckle our way through such an expectation of 
perfection or the idea that God loves us more or less by our performance. We are both beloved 
and sinful in our paradoxical human nature and need to hold our brokenness with the grace that 
Christ taught, that points to the fact that, as a modern Christian thinker once said, “God loves us 
not because we change, but God loves us so we can change.” 5 
 

• Second, it is simple human nature that if we are given a holiness measuring stick for ourselves, it 
is inevitable that we will use it to measure those around us. And, that is when Christian religion 
gets really ugly.  

 
Here is the main point: Holiness is principally about encounter and intimacy with God. Today’s Scripture 
points this out: “If we love Christ, we will…be more connected with God, have more wisdom, be less 
afraid, and so on.” Holiness is about connectedness and we grow in holiness when, over time, we let go 
of our false selves and embrace our true selves as God sees us. This is why the famous theologian 
Augustine once said: “Love God and do whatever you please: for the soul trained in love to God will do 
nothing to offend the One who is Beloved.”6 

 
** 

At this point I need to call out a major difference between the pietistic tradition and the holiness tradition 
in regards to the general history of Christian spiritual formation. The holiness tradition is this long held 
pattern of teaching that urges Christians to grow toward moral perfection. On a continuum, there are 

																																																								
4 2 Corinthians 12:9b. 
5 Richard Rohr Quote in several locations.  
6 http://www.goodreads.com/quotes/622083-love-god-and-do-whatever-you-please-for-the-soul (accessed 4-12-15) 



some who say you can achieve moral perfection this side of death and there are others who say you can 
never be perfect, but you simply need to try for all of your life anyway because God will love you more, 
the more perfect you are.  
 
The Covenant and pietistic formational practice walks a different path and moves on a completely 
different continuum. The pietistic experience emphasizes the spiritual path in quite generous terms that 
include a commitment to reading Scripture in community to discern its meaning for our lives, expecting to 
encounter God’s real presence in our devotional experiences, letting our love for God move us to holistic 
mission in our world, and seeing connection to one another as a critically important aspect of spiritual 
vitality. I find myself warmed to the invitations of pietism if for no other reason than I can’t make sense, 
and need help living as a Christ follower, in our fractured and tribal world. Pietism, with its brushes of 
Christian mysticism, sees the “false self” as equal to the “separate self,” and encourages us to recognize 
union with God, and love for our neighbor as the primary goal over and above some kind of private moral 
perfection. 
 
This is probably why Jesus taught that the greatest two commandments on which all others hang is 
“loving God and loving neighbor.” Connectedness and inter-dependence are the formational standard 
and probably why, in Jesus’ ministry, he was constantly inviting people in and toward belonging. He 
would heal someone, and tell them to report to the local priests so they could return to the community. 
And, one final comment about holiness in relationship to sin and suffering. Stepping back from any kind 
of sin-holiness meritocracy paradigm, Jesus saw sin as its own punishment and admonished people to 
sin less to avoid its corrosive effects on their lives. And, here is the kicker about the healthful journey of 
holiness---with Christ, darkness, failure, relapse, persecution, woundedness and death become our 
primary teachers because they more intensely invite us toward inter-dependence with God and one 
another. That is heart of holiness. 
 
Three Discussion Questions: 
 

1. What is your understanding of the person and work of the Holy Spirit? (Personal sharing) 
 

2. In reading today’s text, what words stuck out to you, and to your journey and understanding of the 
Holy Spirit’s work in your life? (Exploring the text) 

 
3. Of the four main areas of the Spirit’s work, which do you desire to experience more deeply in your 

day to day life? (Direct application) 
 
 


