
Sermon Discussion Information 
 
Sermon Series: Ephesians: Grace is for Everybody 
Sermon Title: “The Complexities of Applying Grace to Everyday Life” 
Sermon Text: Ephesians 5-6:9 
Listeners journey: I want my listener to read Scriptures with an ability to discern the difference between 
timeless wisdom and time bound convention. And, be willing to sort through Scripture’s multiple 
theological perspectives, tensions, and paradoxes to arrive at a more life giving understanding of Jesus 
Christ and the ways the movements of God took shape thousands of years ago and now. 
 
Unique Quotes from Sermon: 
 
Scripture is as much a revelation of God for our lives as it is a multi-form mirror to the larger human 
experience, and so it is our discipline at First Covenant to use difficult texts to open important 
conversations that help us develop a more holistic and life giving relationship to our holy texts while we 
also wrestle with the complexities of applying grace to everyday life. 
 
And, true to my promise: like me as a child sorting coins and realizing that it was the pennies that 
changed the channel when it shouldn’t have…today’s teaching is a great example of why we are invited 
to read Scriptures and be aware of unnecessary triggers that can cause us to miss the main points of our 
texts. Even more, today’s text affords us the opportunity to learn how to read holy Scripture and discern 
the difference between timeless wisdom and time bound convention.  
 
** 
As Protestant and Covenant Christians we are committed to “The Centrality of the Word of God” in life 
and our Christian formation. And, because scripture is central it must be handled with great care and 
humility because:  
• The Bible is a complex written revelation that is inspired and authoritative. 
• The Bible is not more important or a replacement for God. (It was Catholic and Franciscan thinker 

Richard Rohr who pointed out that a sin of the Catholic Church is to give scriptures very little authority 
and a sin of the Protestant movement is to give specific systematic Scripture interpretations total 
authority above even God.1) 

• The Bible is instructive library of wisdom books that informs us in the ways of God. 
• The Bible is not a technical blueprint or step-by-step instruction manual designed to provide definitive 

answers for every question and dilemma that we face.  
 
A few other reminders about interpreting and applying Scripture to our lives are: 
• Being very careful to remember that we all bring cultural and worldview biases to our reading of 

Scripture. 
• Remaining committed to the Protestant ethic of “in essentials, unity; in secondary matters, liberty; and 

in all things, charity.” 
• And, while being very careful to not create unnecessary conflicts between biblical voices, recognize 

there are diverse theological streams in the Canon of Scripture and it is Jesus who helps to save us 
from fray because Jesus’ ethics and teachings are paramount and we must recognize and honor an 
interpretive hierarchy in the Bible that can be illustrated in the following way.  

** 
To live every day of our lives like Jesus is to walk in the way of sacrificial love. Sexual sin, greed, 
substance abuse and denigrating others neither reflect the love of Christ, nor is us being our best selves. 
Sometimes we do such things to ourselves and others because we were taught to hate ourselves. And 
other times we sin and play to our shadow side because we have not awakened to Christ and the 
inexhaustible Covenant of God that grounds us in a re-creating and re-defining love for ourselves and 
others. All such instruction is here in this text. And, while we also read here about the author claiming we 
																																																								
1 From A Teaching on Wondrous Encounters (webcast) (CD/DVD/MP3) (accessed 2-29-12) 



or others might lose some kind of kingdom inheritance because of the wrath of God coming on “the 
disobedient” (and, we are all going to be disobedient at one time or another) we must keep the clarion 
teachings and ethics of Christ at hand at all times to be reminded while reading today’s Scripture that no 
one is too far away to be loved. And, we also keep other New Testament Scriptures in our mind such as 
what the Apostle Paul wrote to the church in his letter to the early Roman church : “Nothing can separate 
us from the love of Christ.”2 These are balancing texts to keep in mind when reading Ephesians 5 and 6. 
 
** 
When we read the author of Ephesians speaking to the sacred practice of mutual submission and then 
taking a turn into the social convention of their time with men in control and making decisions and women 
as subservient, it is our responsibility to recognize that such powerful cultural construct statements and 
teachings were likely an attempt to correct and improve abuses that exists within that framework in that 
time. The same is true with the instructions for slaves and slave owners at the beginning of chapter six. 
As a side note: In the Hebrew texts of the first five books of the Bible Moses spoke to abuses within the 
construct of slavery and the ownership of women as property—seeking to correct and improve the horrific 
ethics of his day. And yet it is very clear that he did not at all challenge the structural systems as being 
unjust in themselves.3 Likewise, the author of Ephesians may have been speaking to some dysfunctional 
aspects of marriage in their day that made these comments to improve but not in any way challenge 
convention.  

 
So, when Christ followers challenge biblical convention because slavery does not reflect Christ and 
Christ’s teaching in any measure, Moses’ text and today’s text gets appropriately reframed as time 
bound, and not even addressing the question of whether slavery as an institution should exist or not. We 
know owning another human being is wrong. Oppressing another human is wrong. Creating false 
anthropologies that place one race above another is nothing short of evil. We know these things now. 
And have no need to be confused or get angry at today’s text as if it somehow purports to be the will of 
God for human beings. It’s not, and as Christians we are responsible to point that out to other Christians 
and anyone who gives inquiry to this text. And, regarding women and the question of hierarchy—the 
sheer brilliance of women and their ability to lead—and the need for women to lead in all vocational 
environments from legislators and non-profits to corporations and churches (and including in families and 
homes!) has applied compelling and critical pressure to many in our society and some of our religious 
institutions to remove the shackles of conventional and culture exclusions and establish a more 
redemptive and authentic created order of things where, like imitating the construct of God as Trinity, 
everyone is equal in standing.  

 
In Christ we are invited and free…I would say we are even held responsible to challenge our culturally 
biased assumptions as to what today’s text says for us today. And at the same time sort through each 
line of the text to draw wisdom that points none-the-less to the mysteries and challenges of marriage, 
family and children, and such important instruction as “don’t exasperate your children,” “serve one 
another,” and “submit to one another” which is a powerful means to activate egalitarianism in action 
between spouses in specific, and between genders overall.  
 
Three Discussion Questions: 
 

1. What has been your personal approach to reading, interpreting and applying Scripture? (Personal 
sharing) 

2. Have you read today’s scripture before? How have you interpreted the cultural challenging 
portions of today’s text? (Exploring the text) 

3. What are ways that you can grow in the way you read, interpret, and apply the meaning of 
Scripture in your day to day life?  (Direct application) 

																																																								
2 Romans 8:31-39.  
3 Leviticus 25:39-46; Exodus 21:2-11, 21. 


