
Sermon Discussion Information 
 
Sermon Series: “Caring for Others Through Social Transformation” 
 
Sermon Title: “Relationships with Other Faith Traditions” 
 
Sermon Text: Psalm 119:57-64 
 
Listener’s Journey: I want my listener to have healthy relationships of friendship and learning across 
religious traditions such that our common life is transformed into a more just and life giving exchange 
about God and the meaning of the human experience.  
 
Unique Quotes from Sermon: 
 
I have long called today’s topic “the sleeper” topic hidden behind the heated debates about how our faith 
intersects with politics, race, and human sexuality. (We are going to look at human sexuality next week, 
by the way). But, I no longer consider today’s topic a hidden topic because of the recent spike of violence 
and human rights violations against people simply because of their culture and religion. This last Monday 
there was a bomb threat at the St Paul Jewish Community Center alongside 11 other bomb threats on 
Jewish centers nationally.1 Islam is the most targeted where nationally and in Minnesota where Islamic 
American citizens have been threatened at Viking’s football games, cursed in Home Depot parking lots, 
hit in the side of the head with a beer mug at an Applebee’s restaurant, bullied in K-12 schools and 
universities, and grossly mischaracterized by our current president and parts of the media as well.   

 
Most shocking of all is that some Christians and some Christian leaders have been instigators of this 
violence. They have completely forgotten that their freedom to believe and gather to worship God as they 
do exists today because at key junctures in western society as a whole and American society in specific, 
their human rights were protected even though their beliefs about God were very different than the 
dominant religious culture at the time. 

 
This sermon is not a sermon about religious freedom, though. This is a teaching about religious 
relationships and how healthy relationships of friendship and learning across religious traditions can 
transform our common life together into a more just and life giving exchange about God and the meaning 
of the human experience. The two essential perspectives that help us nurture such healthy relationships 
are this: 

 
• First: Recognize the important difference between being a Christ follower and the many practices and 

versions of Christian religion. And, with humility accept the opportunities and limitations of our specific 
version of Christian religion.  

 
• Second: Recognize the importance of differentiating between the varieties and layers of other 

people’s faith and their religious traditions. And, with humility honoring the sacredness of difference 
between us by investing in friendship and learning from one another.  

 
** 
In Christianity, Jesus is our center point, and these verses of Jesus are the main frame or chassis upon 
which all others are to be built. Kind of like the chassis of a car. Unwittingly, and just like we think of cars, 
all faith traditions forget to hold their original chassis in high esteem and, instead, devote more time and 
attention on their preferred engine, appointments, and accessories. We focus on how many cylinders our 
engines have, what kind of rims and tires, and the external body work helps us articulate our institutional 
brand. Also, the interior appointments of theological determinations, statements and dogma, typically 

																																																								
1 http://www.startribune.com/st-paul-jewish-community-center-evacuated-after-bomb-threat/414257263/ (accessed 
2-25-17) 



described in great detail in a thick manual placed in the glove compartment that no one reads until 
something doesn’t work or in an emergency. Oh, and, we can’t forget the theo-political bumper stickers 
such as “I vote the Bible.” “Uh, what part, which tradition, and what’s really your point?,” my mind always 
screams when I see such things.  
 
The way some aggressively drive their cars thinking they were the only ones on the road is not too 
different than what is inferred in theo-political bumper stickers…that the driver, coming from one specific 
Christian religious tradition, thinks their tradition is the only one that represents and therefore is the 
exclusive vanguard of the Creator of all things. This is a dangerous and false assumption (and kind of 
silly, too, when you think about it) because there is a huge difference between being a Christ follower and 
the machinations of Christian religion. Christian religion is a 2,000 year old faith system. And faith 
systems, like cars, are created by people to help move people toward God and navigate the human 
experience. The longer a faith system exists, the more makes and models of cars become available 
depending upon the collective wisdom of future generations of car engineers and manufacturers studying 
their original design manuals. World religions began with very few manufacturers. However, generations 
upon generations of religious thought has resulted in what we have today: dozens of makes and models. 
 
** 
 
Within of our church’s denomination, the Evangelical Covenant Church, many find the “vast middle” 
compelling. The word “Evangelical” in our denomination’s title has become misleading if for no other 
reason than it is impossible to know what the term means in contemporary America. Hateful, xenophobic, 
homophobic, and sometimes racist evangelical voices have drowned out the humble ones, and extreme 
fundamentalism has cast a long shadow across evangelicalism that few can crawl out from under.  

  
Historically, the Covenant family of churches has resisted the extreme edges of the Christian faith and 
has attempted to live thoughtfully with others. In 1885, at the founding organizational meeting of the 
Covenant, the sermon preached before the vote to organize focused on Psalm 119:63 “I am a friend to all 
who fear you.” At the Chicago World’s Fair of 1893 there were some Christians protesting the Parliament 
of World Religions as the “hand tool of Satan.”  The Covenant saw no reason for such dualities and 
participated in the Parliament and presented a paper introducing itself to the myriad of other world 
religions. 
 
** 
Pointing again to today’s Scripture, the Psalmist writer of today’s text calls all believers in God to urgently 
and thoughtfully focus on the ways of God regardless of the actions of others “who would bind us with 
ropes.” And, it is essential to point out that every religious tradition has camps of the wicked that seek to 
“bind us with ropes.” 

 
Of the Abrahamic traditions (which comprise more than fifty percent of the world’s population): 
Christianity has fundamentalism. Islam has radicalization. Judaism has Haredi (charadeee) 
fundamentalism. I have taken time to learn from leaders of local synagogues and mosques about these 
extremes where we discussed how the dogmatic edges of our faith are typically unwilling to bend, or 
unwilling to honor the spectrum of beliefs in our own traditions. Furthermore, the extreme edges of our 
faith are consistently aggressive toward other faith traditions. 
 
Sadly, and in some surprising ways, American Evangelicalism that may have been known for more 
moderate postures in the past, has bound itself to parts of the Christian fundamentalist movement to its 
own peril. Increasing amount of Christ followers are stepping away. Some have stepped away from 
Christian religion entirely. Others are simply choosing to leave behind the 20th century term “evangelical” 
that is rife with misapplication in favor of choosing to emphasize the life, ethics, and teachings of Jesus, 
which is our center point, and the chassis of our faith. And, from that Jesus reference point, then moving 
toward a better understanding of healthy relationships in our common life in society where we both honor 
the truth of our convictions and the mystery of the convictions of others.  



 
 
Three Discussion Questions: 
 
1. What has been your experience with world religions? (Personal sharing) 

 
2. How does today’s text speak to your journey of understanding other people’s religions? How has the 

Bible been used to help or hinder healthy relationships? (Exploring the text) 
 
3. How can you answer these three questions in day to day life? Do you have other questions? (Direct 

application) 
 
• “Do I know someone of another faith and could I call them a friend?” 

 
• “Have I learned enough about the complexity and layers of world religions to be able to speak 

intelligently into modern conflicts and misunderstanding such that I can help protect the 
sacredness of those having violence done against them?” 

 
• “What am I learning about God from my friends in other religious traditions and how they 

understand God?” 
 


