
Sermon Discussion Information 
 
Sermon Series: The Parables of Jesus: Provocations in Wisdom 
 
Sermon Title: “The Parable of the Samaritan” 
 
Sermon Text: Luke 10:25-37 
 
Listener’s Journey: I want my listener to understand the idea of God’s mercy as an explicit invitation to 
protect one another across our differences and ultimately to see God’s grace and love as transcending 
social, ethnic, racial, nationalist, economic or religious identities. 	
 
Unique Quotes from Sermon:  
 
I begin my sermon with this illustration because the Parable of the Good Samaritan positions Jesus as 
one of our planet’s prominent rebels with a cause and because Jesus’ wildly popular parable also has 
intrigue surrounding its title. The phrase “Good Samaritan” is so famous that many in our society use it to 
describe any charitable person and any number of charitable organizations including hospitals. And, 
yet…Jesus never referred to the Samaritan of his parable as…“Good.” You may find it interesting to note 
that chapter and verse delineations in the Bible were not added to Bibles by biblical scholars until the 
1550’s.1 And, section header phrases such as “The Good Samaritan” were not in the original texts, but 
were added by Bible publishers at some point in the last 300-400 years. 
 
Out of curiosity, I scanned all of the New International Version inserted headers in the four gospel 
biographies of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, and found most of them to speak very generally and not in 
reference to any specific culturally defined people group, such as “The Wise and Foolish Builders”, 
”Unrepentant Cities,” and the “Rich Fool.” In no other circumstance is there a positive or negative 
adjective attached to a cultural group such as the Samaritans. So, how can one not wonder if these 
unknown publishers unwittingly and ironically added “Good” to Samaritan because they assumed, as 
incorrectly as Jesus’ original audience, that Samaritans were stereotypically “bad.”  
 
To be fair to the publishers and Jesus’ original audience—the relationship between Jesus’ primarily 
Jewish audience and the Samaritans of first century Palestine was as conflicted as the Jewish-
Palestinian conflict that exists today in modern Israel and Palestine. Bringing it closer to home we only 
need to look as far as the recent identity politics swirling around Minnesota’s 5th Congressional District 
Representative Ilhan Omar and Michigan’s 13th District Representative Rashida Tlaib to understand the 
dynamics of Jesus’ day.  
 
And, just as President Trump demonizes our representatives for their cultural and religious identities—
and went so far as pressuring the Israeli Government to block our Representatives from a recent state 
visit2—so were most of the political and religious leaders of Jesus’ day promoting the idea that all 
Samaritans were bad and mortal enemies to be blocked. It is exhausting to sit in the reality that some 
parts of the human experience have seemingly not evolved in over 2,000 years.  
 
Jesus, a rebel with a cause, and the cause having many aspects including peace-making across 
difference, consistently worked to deconstruct the harmful cemented social constructs of his day, 
particularly with the Samaritan community. He did so by having conversations with Samaritans, with 
women, with women Samaritans, choosing to travel through Samaritan territories—all as a means to 
bridge understanding, and in today’s parable, deconstructing the notion that Samaritans were “bad” 
simultaneous to instructing an expert in religious law about the reach of God’s mercy in our world.  

	
1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chapters_and_verses_of_the_Bible (accessed 8-23-19) 
2 https://www.wsj.com/articles/israel-weighs-blocking-omar-tlaib-from-west-bank-visit-11565859308 
(accessed 8-24-19) 



 
In the spirit of Jesus’ bridge building across difference I recommend that we refer to today’s parable now 
and every time we think of it, as “The Parable of the Samaritan.” And that we understand the idea of 
God’s mercy as an explicit invitation to protect one another across our differences while ultimately seeing 
God’s grace and love as transcending social, ethnic, racial, nationalist, economic or religious identities. 
 
** 
This is a theological and philosophical starter kit from Paul to help us live out the Parable of the 
Samaritan in our time. We need to go further, though, than just mental constructs. The deeper work of 
today’s parable is to move the work of mercy from abstract to reality in our day to day lives.  
 
What do I mean? Well, this may come as a surprise to some, but keeping Jesus’ teachings in the 
abstract is one of our favorite ways to avoid the incredible difficulty of actually living out what Jesus 
taught. Like the original expert of the law seeking to trap Jesus in theological quagmires because of 
Jesus’ outrageous generosity, we can be experts at obfuscating the obvious. Our religious tradition has 
been stealthy at this from the very beginning with famous and historic church leaders like Origin in the 
second century and Chrysostom, Ambrose and Augustine in the 4th and 5th century’s all interpreting the 
Parable of the Samaritan to be nothing more than pure allegory and little to do with how we are to live our 
day to day lives.  
 
Listen to what Origin of Alexandria of the second century wrote that was largely held to be the 
authoritative interpretation of today’s parable into the 4th and 5th century scholars: 
 

The man who was going down is Adam. Jerusalem is paradise, and Jericho is the world. The 
robbers are hostile powers. The priest is the Law, the Levite is the prophets, and the Samaritan is 
Christ. The wounds are disobedience, the beast is the Lord's body, the [inn], which accepts all 
who wish to enter, is the Church. ... The manager of the [inn] is the head of the Church, to whom 
its care has been entrusted. And the fact that the Samaritan promises he will return represents 
the Savior's second coming.3  

 
It is just so much more comfortable to safely contain Jesus’ teaching and parable in theological 
abstractions and prognostications…than it is to take Jesus at his word when he says everyone is our 
neighbor, and we are to love and protect our neighbor as a sacred entrustment no matter their social, 
ethnic, racial, nationalist, economic or religious identities.  
 
Why don’t more of us just take Jesus at his word and do that? Because, doing so is uncomfortable, 
doesn’t fit much of our current religious thought and practice, and is just downright messy. And as we can 
attest to at First Covenant Minneapolis, it is not a very good model to increase church attendance as well. 
In fact, I will go so far as to say it is a terrible model for increasing church attendance.   
 
 
Three Discussion Questions: 
 
1. What are the story lines about human difference that are most troubling to you today, and why?  

 
2. What are some ways you see others and organizations embodying the best of the Parable of the 

Samaritan and its implications for us? 
 
3. What is one thing you can do this week to be ready to protect someone who is different than you? 
 
 

	
3 Origen, Homily 34.3, Joseph T. Lienhard, trans., Origen: Homilies on Mark, Fragments on Mark (1996), 138. 


