
Sermon Discussion Information 
 
Sermon Series: 1st & 2nd Timothy: Life Changing Lessons 
 
Sermon Title: “Look toward the growing edge” 
 
Sermon Text: 2 Timothy 4 
 

Listener’s Journey: I want my listener to ground their faith in a long view of time and invest their 
life energies in the growing edge of the human experience. 
 
Unique Quotes from Sermon: 
 

It’s no secret that some in the first century church, and ever century of capital “C” Church since, 
has struggled with taking the long view of time. The teachings of Jesus were very clear on living 
life in the present and having clear minded hope toward the eternal horizon of things.1 Jesus 
was a little less clear on exactly when, where, and how the final sequence of things would take 
place. And, yet he taught that we are not to trust those who fear monger and come along and 
say “the end is coming so repent and believe only me!”2 Even so, people peddle fear and some 
Christian religious leaders create life-sucking doctrines to suit their or their institution’s desires, 
maintain power, and satisfy itching ears all at the same time and regardless of what Jesus 
taught. And, along the way masses of people get recruited and then trapped in close-looped-
hamster wheel-like-religious circuits that perpetuate fear and anxiety in churches that then spills 
over into society.  

 
Paul (or some combination of Paul and authors who followed Paul)3 wrote in today’s Scripture 
that in spite of bad Christian religion Timothy was to do ministry with consistency, patience and 
hard work and with an even-headed tempered posture. And, in a sense, Timothy and any 
Christian leaders after him were being invited to imitate Paul who moved through his ministry 
work always straining to keep an eye on Christ and the long view of things.4 We are not Timothy, 
but we can benefit from what was written in this portion of today’s text in a few ways—especially 
at the nexus of the eternal constancy of God and our work of moving through the many seasons 
of life with great patience, careful instruction and enduring hardship. 
 
** 

When we take a long view of time we will receive reward not only at the end of all things as the 
Apostle Paul wrote about in today’s text, but also the abundant life and deeper happiness that 
Jesus described as available NOW and on this side of the veil of life and eternity. And, I call that 
“the growing edge”—the spaces and places where we invest our life’s energies on both healing 
that which has been wounded or broken in ourselves and the world and creating that which 
brings greater human flourishing to ourselves and our world.  
 
If you have the time and want to know exactly what I mean when I say “the growing edge” of life, 
I encourage you to read the Gospel Biography of Matthew chapters 5-7 that is famously known 

                                                      
1 Matthew 6. 
2 Matthew 24. 
3 It is important for us to know that Biblical scholarship over the last two centuries has come to significant 
consensus that while the style of these two letter are written as if addressed directly from Paul to Timothy, these 
letters were likely not written by Paul, but rather written by someone in Paul’s following in the late first century to mid 
2nd century period of time. 
4 Philippians Chapter 3.  



as “The Sermon on the Mount.” If a person lives and embodies those three chapters of the Bible 
they would be giving their life energies to the growing edge of the human experience. The 
beginning of that passage of Scripture and one of the central framework teachings of Jesus is 
the beatitudes in Matthew 5:1-11. 
 
** 

It was Andrea Hollingsworth, the First Covenant Theologian in Residence, who reminded the 
worship planning team this last week that “the growing edge” includes real struggle and not 
simply beautifully flourishing things that are growing well. And, for some reason her gentle 
reminder of what’s real about life triggered a random thought. My mind wandered to a growth 
that I had on my left eye-lid for many years. It grew very slowly and therefore was not a serious 
problem…until it was and began scratching the surface of my eye. So, I had it removed by a 
very skilled surgeon at Hennepin Healthcare across the street who described it as a common 
skin growth called “Seborrheic keratosis (seb-o-REE-ik care-uh-TOE-sis). I was fine with the 
diagnosis and name until I went online to learn that such growths are often called “the barnacles 
of aging” and “senile warts.”56  

 
My point here being that good things can grow and bad things can grow…and likewise people 
and organizations can grow life and can grow death. And, it is our charge, like Paul exhorting 
Timothy to keep his head in all situations and discharge the duties of his ministry, it is our charge 
to constantly be discerning what the kind of growth we want to focus on and where to give our 
energy that will bring healing and create more human flourishing.  
 
May we ground our faith in a long view of time and invest our life energies in the kind of Christ-
like-growing edge, and not the barnacles of life, such that we that bring life and joy to ourselves 
and our world. 
 
Three Discussion Questions: 
 

1. How do you understand “time”? (Personal sharing) 
 

2. In what ways do you relate to Paul’s reflection on difficult relationships? In what ways not? 
(Exploring the text) 
 

3. What are some ways that you can define what the “growing edge” is for you? (Direct application) 

                                                      
5 https://www.aad.org/public/diseases/bumps-and-growths/seborrheic-keratoses (accessed 8-17-18) 
6 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seborrheic_keratosis (8-19-18) 
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