
Sermon Discussion Information 
 
Sermon Series: Why We Gather, Grace-Filled Accountability 
 
Sermon Title: “Talking Generously about Generosity” 
 
Sermon Text: 1 Kings 17:1-24; Luke 4:24-27 
 
Listener’s Journey: I want my listener to see Christian generosity as a unique way of moving in our world 
that transcends the limitations of charity and is not bound by conventional measurements of resources.  
 
Unique Quotes from Sermon: 
 
Some see generosity strictly in terms of monetary transaction: Moving money from where there is more 
to where there is less, often times because of a specific need. Others see generosity as an expression of 
giving away anything of value: time, expertise, encouragement, mentoring, love, or lending any number 
of meaningful possessions such as a bike, a car, a house. Many are celebrating the way the business 
world is changing to embrace new and innovative models of generosity. Most notably is the rapidly 
growing field of social enterprise for both non-profit and for profit companies.1 Companies such as 
“KIVA”2 helps nearly anyone with $25 or more to lend money to life giving startups in developing 
countries, “TOMS” shoes is a company where you buy one pair, and a second is automatically given to 
someone without shoes,3 and the company “Baron Fig” plants a tree for every high quality notebook you 
purchase.4 

 
** 
Jesus talked about generosity from every angle imaginable:  

 
• Be generous in the way we forgive one another.  
• Be generous in the way we talk about one another.  
• Be generous in the way that we give money to one another, and to our faith community, and to other 

people and communities in order to reflect the reaching love of God through us. 
• Be generous in the way we see, understand, and include one another across human difference. 
• And, even be generous in the way we are friends and work on peacemaking together with people of 

other faith traditions. 
 

It was gospel biographer Luke who captured Jesus’ inaugural sermon at the beginning of his public 
ministry in Luke chapter four. Jesus’ inaugural sermon was all about generosity: to one another, to the 
poor, to those impacted by structural injustices, and to those pushed to the margins of society. And, when 
pressed by his hometown audience as to the reach of this generosity across religious and creedal lines, 
Jesus made a point to mention a few figures who were not from their shared religion of origin. In 
particular a man named Naaman, who was a Syrian, and a widow in Zarephath in the region of Sidon.5  

 
I am going to highlight the account of the widow of Zarephath in specific because, when paired to the 
teachings of Jesus on generosity, this narrative compels Christ followers to graciously hold one another 
accountable to a holistic vision of generosity for our lives and in our community. And, here is the vision: 
Christian generosity is a unique way of moving in our world that transcends the limitations of charity 
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(which is traditionally top down, and not alongside) and is not bound by conventional measurements of 
resources. 
 
** 
Generosity grounded in the Creator invites us to consider a unique way of moving in our world that 
transcends the limitations of charity and is not bound by conventional measurements of resources. Jesus’ 
teachings and the account of the widow and Elijah in the Old Testament historical book of 1 Kings 
teaches critical lessons about generosity: 
 

• First--generosity requires risk with no guaranteed outcome or promise on investment.  
 

• Second--generosity is a choice that is not exclusively dependent upon personal resources. 
Rather, it is a dynamic idea that leverages our willingness to allow God to work through us with 
resources beyond our comprehension.  

 
• Third—people of all different beliefs and economics can and should be generous to one another 

as the widow was to Elijah and Elijah to the widow. Not everyone is generous but God’s 
generosity can come from anyone.  

 
• Finally--generosity breaks down cynicism and encourages belief in God and Christ. How we live 

our lives may be the only evidence of God people ever experience.  
 
Looking at generosity in these ways individually, and as a community, will help us to live authentically as 
generous Christ followers.  
 
Three Discussion Questions: 
 

1. How do you talk about and understand generosity in your life”? (Personal sharing) 
 

2. In reflecting on the text, what is easy about being generous, and what is more difficult? (Exploring 
the text) 

 
3. What are a few ways that you can be more creatively generous? (Direct application) 

 
 


