
Sermon Discussion Information 
 
Sermon Series: The Parables of Jesus: Provocations in Wisdom 
 
Sermon Title: “The Parable of the Budding Fig Tree” 
 
Sermon Text: Luke 21:25-36  
 
Listener’s Journey: I want my listener to be fully awake to God’s presence everywhere around us, right 
now, right where we live, and in the unavoidable tension of the ups and downs of life.  
 
Unique Quotes from Sermon:  
 
After returning from the Spring Break paradise of southern California to our Minnesota winter that has 
been giving way to Spring—I realized that Holly and I never resolved the question of where is the best 
place to live? But, we did agree that everywhere one lives there is going to be upsides and downsides to 
the experience. And, ultimately it is wise to live in that tension and be fully awake to the reality of both 
and more fully celebrate the upsides of living where we are at right now, wherever “right now” may be! 
Which leads to today’s parable of Jesus: “The Budding Fig Tree.” The whole point of today’s parable is to 
remind us to be fully awake to God’s presence everywhere around us, right now, right where we live, and 
in the unavoidable tension of the ups and downs of life. This very brief parable is found in the Gospel 
biographies of Matthew, Mark and Luke and is attached, in each biography, to a longer passage of 
Scripture that is a very difficult text.   
 
The longer passage is difficult because it is apocalyptic and frames not just the end of the world, but the 
end of worlds and the universe as we know it. And, with other apocalyptic passages in the Bible many 
Christians over the ages have tried to understand exactly what Jesus said in order to predict the end of 
the world and typically only caused confusion and despair, which is the opposite intent of Jesus. In the 
sweep of Jesus’ teachings across all Gospel biographies he consistently pulled people away from 
confusion, fear, and despair and directed them toward spiritual clarity and hope.  
 
** 
 
In the sweep of Jesus’ biography, he was at his most enraged over the temple money changers and 
animal merchants. A few times he was so angry he kicked over their tables and drove them out with a 
whip and yelling “this is to be a house of prayer and you have made it a den of thieves.” 1 So, it is not a 
big stretch of the imagination to think that every time Jesus was around the temple, he was tense. In 
Luke 21 we read that Jesus and his followers where walking around the temple with the disciples 
remarking about how magnificently beautiful the temple looked. Jesus broke their touristy moment with a 
sobering foretelling about the temple being destroyed by invading armies and that some of them will be 
persecuted severely for their faith. Which all did happen as Jesus said it would. And, then today’s text is 
what follows that, and takes an apocalyptic turn toward the entire universe and the end of all 
things…which then leads us to our parable: 
 
** 
There have been generations of people who have tried to make sense of the minutia of all that Jesus 
said. Every word, every symbol, potential understandings of what a generation might have meant to 
Jesus, and of course every historical timeline—all of the potential implications of what Jesus said here. 
And, many have asked “did Jesus make a mistake when saying that everything, including the end of all 
things, would all happen in one generation?” Those explorations may be interesting, but not very helpful 
to the meaning and application of today’s parable. Given the complexity and mystery of Luke Chapter 
21—it is the presence of paradox (or seemingly opposite truths held in tension that reveal a truth) that are 

																																																								
1 Matthew 21, Mark 11, and Luke 19.  



key to us beginning to understand a text. We read here about things that are time certain and time 
uncertain…of being shaken and yet being confident. And the key paradox is that everything, from stars 
and worlds, to our Minnesota winters and California fires, to our frail and aging bodies--everything is in a 
constant cycle of being born, living, passing away and dying, and being reborn. And, because the Christ 
participated in the origins of all things, the Christ appeared as Incarnation, and Christ will be with us at 
the end of all things—we are to affirm that this always present cycle (birth, life, death, rebirth) is 
embedded in a real and sustaining connection between us and the loving Creator of all living things. This 
is good news! Not bad news. And, it is good news for everyone across all time.  
 
We could use some good news in our time of significant social and cultural upheaval. Like Jesus’ first 
disciples who likely experienced a mixed bag of emotions when Jesus said that a time of great upheaval 
was happening and going to get worse—many of us experience a mixed bag of emotions about all that 
boils in our society and world, and what might get worse. And, yet Jesus’ main point that gave hope to 
the first followers and every generation of Christ followers since—is this: “when you see these things 
happening, you know that the kingdom of God (or the presence of God) is near.  
 
 
Three Discussion Questions: 
 

1. How do you wrestle with Scriptures that include some ambiguity? 
 

2. What are some polarities in your life that you need to learn to hold better in tension rather than 
just go to one side or the other?  
 

3. What do you experience the presence of God in your day to day life? 
 
 


