
Sermon Discussion Information 
 
Sermon Series: “To Be Reconciled: A Journey Through Lent” 
 
Sermon Title: “A New Way To See” 
 
Sermon Text: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21; 2 Corinthians 3:7-18 
 
Two Aspects of the Listener’s Journey:  
 

1) I want my listener to awaken to the transformative presence of Christ in their lives such 
that their view of themselves and others becomes increasingly clear-minded and 
generous now and over time. 

2) I want my listener to realize that reconciliation as imitative of Christ includes the emersion 
of our personal narratives into the narratives where conflict and harm have been done, 
and for the sake of Christ’s love, allowing empathy and identification to help us in specific 
moments and over time participate in the healing of people’s relationship with God, and 
the wounds that people do to one another. 

 
Unique Quotes from Sermon: 
 
So, when the Apostle Paul says, “because of Christ and new life in Christ we are to no longer 
view ourselves, or anyone else from a worldly point of view, it is important to take a long pause 
and realize that our cultural lenses, our family systems, and even our viewing angle on 
Christianity and religion can clarify or distort our vision.  
 
One of the reasons that people’s attachment to Christian religion comes and goes over time, but 
a general interest and attachment to Jesus is consistent is because of the simple and pure way 
Jesus viewed people. The four gospel biographies, (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John) tell us that 
Jesus viewed everyone--from loose moralists to uptight legalists, from virtuous people without 
religion to mean spirited believers, from the rich to the poor to the poor in spirit and rich in love—
everyone was viewed with a clear-minded sense of integral love, grace, and unthinkable 
generosity.  

 
The challenge of today’s Scripture is that the Apostle Paul assumes that we will imitate Jesus 
and his ethical view and practice of compassion, mercy and justice for everyone, but Paul went 
one step further. Paul spoke of being ambassadors of reconciliation. And, this is where our 
journey in Lent converges with Jesus’ passion, death and resurrection because the work of 
reconciliation goes much deeper than saying “I’m sorry” to another person, or getting two people 
to say “I’m sorry.”  

 
Reconciliation as imitative of Christ includes the emersion of our personal narratives into the 
narratives where conflict and harm have been done, and for the sake of Christ’s love, we allow 
empathy and identification to help us in specific moments and over time participate in the 
healing of people’s relationship with God, and the wounds that people do to one another. 
 
*** 



Faith in Christ is more than a mental exercise. It is an encounter. Paul talked about encounter 
with God earlier in his second letter to the Corinthian church.1 In chapter three Paul made 
reference to an ancient Hebrew account of Moses experiencing God and needing to have a veil 
placed over his face because his encounter with God left his countenance too intense for the 
average Hebrew citizen to take in. Paul’s point was that, unlike Moses…: 
 

16 …whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 17 Now the Lord is the 
Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18 And we all, who with 
unveiled faces contemplate the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his image with 
ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. 

2 Corinthians 3:16-18. NIV. 
 
This idea of encountering God with face to face like intensity and being changed into Christ-
likeness in distinct moments and over time is compelling and complex. It means that we will 
never be done learning, changing and growing. And, that our time together here in community 
will not be spent simply reinforcing our current perception of things, but rather challenging our 
assumptions just as Jesus did.  
 
*** 
Today’s Scripture is compelling and difficult. But, as someone once said, “The Bible is not a rule 
book, it is a school of relationship and that is why it is so messy.2 From beginning to end and 
over thousands of years the Scripture points everything toward Jesus, but human 
consciousness is always three steps forward and two steps back, three steps forward and two 
steps back. New creation Christ followers are those who join the ancients who propelled the 
three steps forward as reconcilers.  
 
Consider what God may be asking you to do! You can insert any identity conflict into this 
archetype: women and men, disabled and abled, young and old, black and white, light black and 
dark black, yellow and red, straight and gay. In the entirety of human experience it is the same 
pattern as the story of the stolen baby. And, it is only when we reconcile to God and with one 
another, and really begin to see one another with clear-minded generosity as God sees us, does 
the effect of our new creation conscience really begin to change our relationships, which 
changes our family relationships, which changes our neighborhood relationships, which changes 
our school and work relationships, which, in ever widening circles, really does bring God’s 
kingdom of grace and love to earth as it is in heaven.  
 
Three Discussion Questions: 
 
1. How do you feel about all of the incivility in American culture and the relational wounding it is 

creating? (Personal sharing) 
 

2. What does “new creation” mean to you in terms of how Paul described it in today’s 
Scripture? (Exploring the text) 

 
3. What is your experience and understanding of the word “reconciliation”? (Direct application) 

																																																								
1 2 Corinthians 3:7-18. 
2 This is a summary statement from Richard Rohr’s devotion--https://cac.org/a-school-of-relationship-2016-03-03/ 


