
Sermon Discussion Information 
 

Sermon Series: “In Search the Good Life” 
Sermon Title: “On Being Good” 
Sermon Text: Proverbs 8 
Listener’s Journey: I want my listener to view their humanness in positive and humble terms and find 
connections between the pursuit of wisdom and nurturance of healthy relationships. 
 

 
Unique Quotes from Sermon: 

 
Our approach to the virtues and the vices has been to pair a virtue with a vice and pay attention to 
key “hinges” between them. Pride is the vice that we have paired to the virtue of wisdom, and the 
hinge is “the question of how understand our humanity.”1 When the writer of Proverbs writes, “listen to 
wisdom and that the discerning are the best listeners,” they are pointing out that those who lack 
discernment just don’t get wisdom, and rarely ever will. Pride is a major block to discernment and a 
hindrance to wisdom. But, this needs some explanation. 

 
Just as “prudence” has come to have a different nuance in modern times, so has the word pride 
come to mean more than one thing in the 21st century. It is normal and healthy to be “proud” of the 
way someone we care about accomplishes this or that thing. We can work hard and be proud of a 
“job well done.” This nuance speaks to the fact that having a positive self-esteem is important. It is 
good! After all, in the beginning of all things God charged the human experience with “original 
blessing” before human consciousness awakened to “original sin.” The Christian order of things is 
always blessing and belovedness first, then brokenness and sinfulness. It is out of our belovedness 
that we healthfully work on our brokenness. If we get those turned around, we will be pulled into a 
doom cycle of shame.  

 
*** 
 
The writer of Proverbs also challenged us to: 
 

10 Choose my instruction instead of silver, 
    knowledge rather than choice gold, 
11 for wisdom is more precious than rubies, 
    and nothing you desire can compare with her. 

 
Proverbs 8:10-11, NIV 

 
Here we are instructed to choose wisdom because even if someone becomes more intelligent and 
even wise over time, the decision to make the wise choice will also be a choice nonetheless. This is a 
really important point about wisdom, particularly in regard to how Christ followers are to understand 
wisdom. A Christian theologian put it this way: 
 

“Intelligence and reason can be brought to bear in any area of human endeavor, from curing 
cancer to robbing a bank. Wisdom, by contrast, is practical know-how, aimed at human 
flourishing. It is ‘slow knowledge accumulated communally over time. Proverbs and Ecclesiastes 
insist that the human wisdom we need to live well has its source in God’s wisdom. To be wise is 
to live according to the grain of God’s universe.”2 

*** 

																																																								
1 Credit for the pairing and hinge conceots: Karl Clifton-Soderstrom 
2 An Interview with Amy Plantinga Pauw, “Bearings for the Life of Faith” Spring 2016, A Publication of the 
Collegeville Instute for Ecumenical and Cultural Research. 



Those who are in love with something or someone make themselves truly available to that which they 
love. Richard Rohr is a Christian thinker who said this: 

 
“…Wisdom is precisely the freedom to be truly present to what is right in front of you. Presence is 
wisdom! People who are fully present know how to see fully, rightfully, and truthfully.”3 

 
What does this mean? This means many things: 
 

• It means that we are open to receiving the potential gift that any moment of any day has to 
offer. When we have checked pride and hold a view of ourselves that is both positive and 
humble, and we make ourselves available to new experiences and other people, every 
moment of every day…even the lousy days, is ready to give us nuggets of wisdom. 
 

• Being fully present to every moment means being awake and aware to the things that have 
gone right and the things that have gone wrong, the things that are going right and the things 
that are going wrong. And, in such honesty we have both gratitude for the complete picture of 
our lives and a specific willingness to confess our sin to God and others as needed, in order to 
keep short accounts. Wise people know they are sinner-saints! 
 

• Loving wisdom in the present moment means loving others in the present moment. Because, 
to be present to others is always a confrontation of sorts. We have to make decisions to be 
curious and not judge, and take things for what they are and not what we want to insist they 
become.  

 
• Wisdom as being present to reality means that God is in the present moment automatically, 

and it is our delight to remain awake to that fact. Sure, Christians confess that Jesus is the 
same yesterday, today, and forever, but we can only know the presence of Christ right now 
because of our human limitations.  

 
 

Three Discussion Questions: 
 

1. What does wisdom mean to you? Pride? (Personal sharing) 
 

2. Proverbs 8 has a great deal of imagery and beautiful and lofty language. What elements of this 
chapter stuck out to you, and why? (Exploring the text) 

 
3. How do you get at the question: “what is the way you view your humanity?”. Also, in what ways to 

you work on pride and reach for wisdom on a day to day basis? (Direct application) 

																																																								
3 Richard Rohr, The Naked Now: Learning to See as the Mystics See, pp. 59-60. 


