
Sermon Discussion Information 
 
Sermon Series: “To Make Love Grow” Lent and Holy Week Series 
 
Sermon Title: “Flourishing for All ” 
 
Sermon Text: Isaiah 65:17-25, Luke 24:1-12 
 
Listener’s Journey: I want my listener to see the first Easter as a God’s defining moment for helping us 
understand what it takes to advance human flourishing for all: people willing to let go of their power and 
reputation in order to embrace the suffering of those on the edges and the bottom of our society, even if 
such embrace comes with great personal loss and deaths of one kind or another, so that they may 
receive God’s resurrection gift of limitless love.	

	
 
Unique Quotes from Sermon: 
 
The gospel biographers of Jesus in the New Testament of the Bible report that on the first Easter Sunday 
each of the people who either visited Jesus’ tomb, or spoke with a resurrected Jesus first hand, each had 
“what just happened?” moments. The Luke account read today speaks to the women as experiencing the 
resurrection like a wondrous good. One can almost imagine Mary Magdalene, Joanna and Mary the 
mother of James telling their visitation to the empty tomb account to the eleven men closest to Jesus with 
great excitement and wonder…and, how deflating it must have been to have the men not only not believe 
the women, but think they were, as Luke accounts, talking nonsense. To the men, the women’s report of 
Jesus’ resurrection was a bad (in a negative tone) “what just happened?” Curiously, Luke went on to 
write that: 12 Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb. Bending over, he saw the strips of linen lying by 
themselves, and he went away, wondering to himself what had happened. (Luke 24:12 NIV) 
 
I am convinced that Jesus set up the first Easter Sunday moment to be a Banksy kind of “What just 
happened?” moment that was wondrous, scandalous, and mysterious all at the same time. John 
recounted the same resurrection scene as Luke but included more details that tell us Jesus even left 
behind strips of cloth and linen for dramatic effect! How very “Banksy” of him! And, since the resurrection 
“What just happened?” moment the whole world has been caught in the paradox of “I both love and hate 
the meaning and value of Jesus’ resurrection.”  
 
Many love the resurrection for all that it is has come to mean over two centuries since the first Easter. For 
some it is profound mystery that reordered the human experience around grace through faith and gave a 
new patterned way to live a joyful life of love. Others show disdain for the resurrection because it 
emphasized the point that the Creator of all things is outrageously more generous than all the religions 
that humankind has ever organized. Consider that Jesus did not strike back when struck, he said his 
peace and embodied his truth without stridently fighting his way through the courts. And, when Jesus’ 
truth was rejected and his opponents threw him into the violent Roman crucifixion machine, right before 
he died Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.”1 Hardly a mic drop. And, yet 
right after that his final words came as the mic drop of all time: “It. Is. Finished.”2 What was finished, 
though?   
 
Jesus was talking about many things being finished: the human bent to offer violent sacrifices to God to 
make amends for human sin, the removal of the hostile dividing walls between people and each other, 
and people and God.3 Another thing that was finished is scapegoating and blame which was replaced by 
grace through faith—with God’s intent that religion and spirituality shift away from conditional Covenant 

																																																								
1 Luke 23:34. 
2 John 19:30. 
3 Ephesians 2.  



and meritocracy (the belief that God will only love us if we perform, and give us rewards if we are perfect) 
to Jesus’ new unconditional Covenant where sustained relationship between people and God is not 
based upon perfection but on the basis of faith, hope, and love, with the greatest being love.4  

 
And, it is love that is most important because in Jesus the outrageous and some even describe it as 
“scandalous” grace or unmerited favor reframes that which goes wrong in our lives not as points for 
accusation, but as fertile soil for our deepest invitations and transformations. Talk about a reset. And, a 
whole new way to see ourselves and the world around us. When Jesus said “It is Finished” Easter 
became, on one level, about freeing ourselves from faulty thinking and harmful religion and entering into 
a new reality where all is grace.  
** 
Christian theologians throughout the centuries have helped us understand the gap between God’s 
resurrection powered utopia and our human experienced dystopia. They have done so by pointing out 
that the work of Jesus and even the resurrection of Jesus was not some magic trick that was going to 
instantaneously end human suffering the moment he was resurrected. No, the cross and Jesus’ 
resurrection was a powerful demonstration of life over death, grace over law, and a rebuffing of the false 
notion that somehow God’s wrath needed to be appeased through blood sacrifice. The cross and 
resurrection took place so that all humans everywhere can change our minds about God and follow 
Christ’s lead to bring God’s peaceful kingdom of heaven to earth over time.  

 
This is a key point of theology in the Covenant movement for which we are a part of and is best summed 
up by the writings of theologian Paul Petter Waldenström. And, in many ways Waldenström echoed 
writings of others in Christian history including a pre-Protestant theologian-philosopher from the High 
Middle Ages named Duns Scotus.5 Waldenström’s five points of atonement theory states that Jesus 
didn’t change God’s mind about us; rather, Jesus changed our minds about God. God did not need Jesus 
to die on the cross to decide to love humanity. God’s love was infinite from the first moment of creation; 
the cross was Love’s dramatic portrayal in space and time.6  

 
The work of Christ was to end our cycles of violence and need for such things as blood sacrifice, and to 
confirm what God had intended all along: The Creator of all, loves us…and gives us grace (unmerited 
favor) in spite of our capacity for sin and for the simple reason that we are loved. Completely.  
 
With all of this in mind—our response to the resurrection is to love God and participate in, and embrace-
not despise, human flourishing for all over the long arc of time.  
 
Three Discussion Questions: 
 
1. What are you learning in the Christian work of “flourishing for all?” Have you ever suffered for doing 

what is right? For seeking solidarity for those who are marginalized by society? (Personal sharing) 
2. What words or phrases of the Scripture speak to you as you read it? Why? (Exploring the text) 
3. How is the resurrection and the message of Christ good for everyone regardless of their beliefs? 

(Direct application) 

																																																								
4 1 Corinthians 13. 
5 https://cac.org/love-not-atonement-2017-05-04  (Accessed 11-18-17) 
6 The contribution of P.P. Waldenstrom to the dialogue surrounding the significance of the cross can be summed up in the 
following five points: 1) That through man’s fall no change occurred in the heart of God. 2) That therefore, it was neither cruelty 
nor wrath in the mind of God which, as the result of the fall, was obstructing man’s salvation. 3) That the change which occurred 
in the fall was a change in man alone in that he became sinful and thereby fell away from God and the life which is in him. 4) 
That, as a result, an atonement was needed for man’s blessedness, but not an atonement which appeased God and rendered 
him, once more gracious, by (an atonement which took away man’s sin and rendered him righteous. 5) This atonement took 
place in Jesus Christ. (Karl A. Olsson, A Family of Faith (Chicago: Covenant Press, 1975), p 20f.) Duns Scotus (c. 1266-1308) 
built his argument on the pre-existent Cosmic Christ described in Colossians and Ephesians. Jesus is “the image of the invisible 
God” (Colossians1:15) who came forward in a moment of time so we could look upon “the One we had pierced” (John 19:37) 
and see God’s unconditional love for us, in spite of our failings. 


