
Sermon Discussion Information 
 
Sermon Series: “Finding Purpose: Clarifying, Articulating, and Acting on One’s Personal Mission in Life” 
 
Sermon Title: “Scripture and the Power of Personal Story” 
 
Sermon Text: 2 Corinthians 3:1-6 
 
Listener’s Journey: I want my listener to see purpose finding as a communal, Spirit infused, and creative 
process that is ultimately an invitation to experiencing life as participation.  
 
Unique Quotes from Sermon: 
 
Today’s topic, “Scripture and the Power of Personal narrative” seeks to ground purpose finding in the 
spaces where our personal lived narratives converge with our Protestant Christian faith that holds 
Scripture as eminently important. I want to be clear about something at the outset of the sermon. The 
Bible is a complex and rich library of books woven together through the symmetry of Jewish and 
Christian traditions that is to be interpreted carefully and lived with humility. And, the Bible serves us 
more as the Creator’s mirror to the human experience than God’s blueprint.  

 
It is a mirror more than a blueprint because the Bible represents personal human accounts and 
theologies over six millennia, some clear and historical and others cryptic and mystical, of human beings 
encountering and with frailty trying to make sense of an immense Creator God who is both far and near, 
understandable and incomprehensible, and in every case imbued and exuding truth and grace. And, the 
Bible is a holy and authoritative mirror because, to the discerning person, it affords us expansive 
personal vision alongside life giving boundaries for all who seek to lead purpose filled lives. 
 
The primary Scripture I have chosen for today is intriguing because it is a small portion of a second letter 
written by the Apostle Paul to the first century church in the Roman city of Corinth. Apparently, this 
particular church questioned Paul’s credibility from time to time because here and in his first letter (I know 
it’s hard to believe that a church would ever question a pastor) Paul points out that their very existence as 
a church is the proof of both his life purpose and his credibility as a pastor.”1 This richly layered text 
represents a unique combination of Paul’s personal vocational resume of ministry credibility, and a 
theology of personal purpose for all Christ followers. Said a little differently, Paul articulates in these 
verses that, “our sense of life purpose should flow directly into how we live our day to day lives read by 
everyone and proof of credibility is how our lives build up other people’s lives. And, for Christ followers, 
this means embodying our beliefs such that we are living letters from Christ to our world—living letters 
written not with legalistic religious framework ink, but with the creative Spirit of the Living God kind of ink 
that flows from the life giving Covenant of grace. 
 
** 
There is much confusion in American culture as to whether or not we need one another. It’s because of 
rugged individualism. “Rugged Individualism” is a term that was highly politicized in the twentieth century 
and casts a long shadow in the twenty first century.2 It was initially the idea that government help for 
people should be minimal, but there is growing mountain of evidence that tells us rugged individualism 
has morphed such that there are millions of Americans who really do not care how they are connected to 
one another and across differences. And, it needs to be said that when a people come to believe that no 
basic net is needed for its most vulnerable populations, they have lost their way and an essential part of 
their humanity. 

 

                                                      
1 1 Corinthians 9:2. 
2 http://www.dictionary.com/browse/rugged-individualism (accessed 4-1-17) 

http://www.dictionary.com/browse/rugged-individualism


For the Apostle Paul and the Early Christians, and Jesus and the first disciples before them, such 
thinking was far from their way of life. For them, to be Christian is to be connected, and to see ourselves 
as connected to all of life, including our neighbor. So, it is no wonder that some of the most potent sense 
of purposes we can pursue in life is to give and help others as we form common life together in Christian 
community and out in broader society as well.   

 
Life in broader society is complicated. And, so it’s important to get clarification and be mentored in how 
we apply our sense to purpose to our everyday life including our choice of careers. This is where 
community is essential. The best families and friend networks provide a web of relationships that inform 
and guide us in our passions and pursuits. The best institutions give us the kind of community 
frameworks that help us refine our sense of purpose. Colleges and Universities are at their best when 
they help us ask the right questions and follow the most helpful path where our life energy can be spent 
on that which we either get paid to do, or find some way to fund our lives so we can do that purposeful 
thing whether we are paid or not.  

 
Church communities are at their best when we do more than teach Christian doctrine. Christian teaching 
is essential, but righteousness as Jesus taught is more about right relationships with God and others than 
right answers. And, so spending time together gives us the moments and spaces to take what we feel is 
core to our various senses of purpose and help us interpret it into our day to day lives. 
 
** 
It is a Christian theological notion that our deep drive to have purpose and the specifics of that purpose 
come from our creator. The Apostle Paul wrote another letter to the Early Church in the city of Ephesus 
that included theological reflections and words of encouragement. In chapter two he wrote something 
very provocative:10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us to do. 

Ephesians 2:10. NIV 
 

In this brief statement Paul said that we have been created by God to be creators like God. And, because 
of Jesus we are re-created to do good. But, most provocatively Paul said that our Creator created us to 
be creators who do good works that are pre-designed for us such that when we do them, we are not only 
“doing” what we were uniquely created to do, we are being who we were created to be. There is glorious 
mystery in this because it puts into motion a highly creative dynamic between us and God. 

 
Much of the modern career world has been designed to urge people along very specific concrete 
pathways as if everyone needs to walk measured out pre-designed “career ladder climbing” if one is to 
reach their goals. The analogue to this strict sense of path in Christian theology is the overheated notion 
of predestination and in science what some call “hard determinism.”3 However, the Apostle Paul did not 
go that deep into the paradigms of time and space. He left things open to mystery and for an on-going 
dialogue with our Creator about purpose as a wide-open-life-long pursuit of meaning. Even more, later in 
his second letter to the Corinthian Church Paul taught that it would be our struggles and weaknesses that 
would be our greatest teachers and guides on the pathway of purpose finding.4  
 
** 
For the Christ follower, it is our belief that God dwells in our souls and awakening to Christ’s presence in 
us is the beautiful conversion that begins many conversations with God about our purpose. It is our joy, 
then, (getting back to the Apostle Paul’s living letter metaphor) to creatively design our lives by paying 
attention to the voice of God within us refined by resonance and dissonance from those we trust with our 
journey, and to let the fruit of the Spirit flow through us through literally thousands of possible desire line 

                                                      
3 https://www.tutor2u.net/religious-studies/blog/free-will-and-determinism (accessed 4-1-17) 
4 2 Corinthians 12:10. 

https://www.tutor2u.net/religious-studies/blog/free-will-and-determinism


pathways. And, the basic fruit of the Spirit Paul described to another early church in the Roman city of 
Galatia as love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.5  
 
That kind of wide open imagination can be intimidating for some though. And, this is where Scripture and 
the power of personal story converge. It is only human to want some examples to follow. Reading and 
meditating on Scripture is a long held tradition in the Christian and Jewish faith.  

 

• If you are someone who is sensing that it is your purpose to leave what you know and go to new 
spaces and lands, reading Abraham and Sara’s narrative in the book of Genesis can give you 
inspiration. Their fears and failures, faith and courage, all expressed as sojourners moving 
through unfamiliar places help us to have a starting imagination for the things we may encounter 
and how God is in it all. 

 

• If you are someone who at one point, moved in the halls of power, and because of your stance for 
social justice find yourself on the outside looking in, it is essential reading to study Moses’ 
relationships to power. 

 

• If you are someone with an unusual amount of talent for this or that thing, but find yourself deeply 
marginalized by everything from family systems to structural societal systems, it is Joseph that 
needs to become your distant mentor. He will instruct you in the uncertainties of talent and 
personal integrity in a world that doesn’t much care for either unless it gives them personal 
advantage.  

 

• A beautiful contribution to the voice and power of the feminine voice is with a women named 
Debra, a righteous judge in the Hebrew book of Judges in a violent time of biblical history. She is 
an example of someone who navigated the dicey work of seeking peace in a time of war.   

 
I could go on, and include women and men who travelled with Jesus in his itinerate ministry who are 
people from another time who wrestled with many of the same matters that we do today. And, in every 
case, the study of their lives gives us reflections and lived frameworks that help us creatively get at our 
own purpose finding today. 
 

 
 
Three Discussion Questions: 
 
1. What are the ways that you have worked on finding purpose for your life? And, in different seasons? 

(Personal sharing) 
 

2. How has Scripture played a role of informing your sense of purpose? (Exploring the text) 
 
3. What are some ways that you can clarify some specific aspects of how purpose works in your life, 

and reflect back on your day to day life to see whether or not its present? (Direct application) 

                                                      
5 Galatians 5:22-23. 
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