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For as long as I can remember, an essential part of my summer has been a good book. 
As a child the library reading contest was an integral part of my summer plans.  
And a book worm testified to this as each summer there was a contest at my local 
library and for every book you read you got to add a construction paper circle to 
your “book worm”. The goal, of course, was to have the longest worm.  
 
I don’t believe I ever accomplished the goal of “longest worm”, but the library 
contest certainly accomplished its goal of getting me to love a good story. 
In fact, I grew so in love with books that I can clearly remember that; 

I often cried at the end of a book, and  
I would mope around for days when there were no more pages to turn, and 
I would become so intertwined in the story that when I turned the final page I 
would literally grieve the loss of the characters whose lives I had come to 
know.  

Still today, when I get close to the end of a story, I find I begin to ration 
the reading in order to make it last, limiting myself to only a certain 
amount of pages a day, so I can savor every last bit of a book I love. 

  
Who doesn’t love a good story. 

 
Now perhaps you’re not much of a reader. Maybe your favorite stories are found in 
movies, or on Netflix, or audiobooks, or Snapchat, or on a Facebook timeline, or in a 
video game, or maybe even listening to a friend’s life unfold.  

But no matter how it is delivered, we all know a good story when we 
encounter it. A good story keeps us watching, keeps us turning the pages and 
makes us want to come back and enter into it again and again, hopeful it will 
never end. 

 
And while I have read many such stories, I personally believe the story of God and God’s 
people is the greatest story every told.  And I want to re-member this to us today, I want 
to put this assurance back into our membership, the assurance that the scripture remains 
the greatest story ever told, because when the word of God has been used as a weapon 
against us, we will naturally want to steer clear of its points and I have no interest in that 
happening to me, to you, to us. And so today I want to re-member to you why we as 
Covenanters continue to believe that the word should remain at the center to our lives.  

For this is a divine story, a divine drama whose chapters continue to be written… 
The story of God is a story whose pages are turning yet today,  
so we never have to ration the pages,  
because the Author never quits writing this divine story.  
And this is just one of the reasons I believe the story of God and God’s people 
continues to be the Greatest Story every told. 
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Now, because I know some are sure to be skeptics about this story and just to make sure 
that I wasn’t too biased about the “greatest story” piece, you’ll be happy to know I did a bit 
of research to find out how the literary world defines a good book.  Almost universally 
people in the literary world say a good book must contain three things;  

a well-developed theme, an engaging plot and memorable characters 
And so, doing my due diligence, I checked to see if beyond my own love for the story of 
God, if it would hold up to the measurements of literary critique and if it truly is a page-
turner. 

 
I first evaluated the story of God to see if I could discern a well-developed theme.  
According to one literary site, a theme is something important that the story is trying 
to tell us—something that might help us in our own lives.   

This site said, the best stories don’t get too preachy.  
Instead, in the best stories the theme grows out of the story itself,  
so that at the end of the story the reader feels they have learned it for themselves. 
The story of God gets high marks in this category.  

The story of God is indeed trying to tell us something, something that will help us grow in 
our own lives. And I know some of you would say it’s preachy, but I would challenge you to 
actually read the story for yourself 

I know that us pastors can make it preachy, but if you actually read it, for 
yourself, I mean really read it, as in, sink-yourself-into-it, I think you’ll find it’s 
not as preachy as you’ve been told. In fact, it has always done a bit of 
violence to the story of God when preachers turn all the poetry into 
points and the prose into positions. 

I think you would find its content doesn’t fit neatly onto a bumper sticker, 
it doesn’t announce the moral of it in a tidy little sentence, 
and that it really does damage to the story when we try to sum it up in a little 
booklet, a single sermon or even a discerned position. 
You simply can’t do the story of God justice with four points and a neat little 
bow.  

However, if you do read more than a verse or two,  
I think you will discover consistent movements and common themes 
that grow out of the biblical story, themes that I think will make you 
want you to learn more about what it has to offer to you personally.  
 

One of the themes that seems abundantly clear to me is that human disobedience, even 
eating the only fruit you were told not to,  
murdering your brother because he got to you 
creating golden calves when fear gets into you 
and committing adultery with your neighbor on the roof because she’s hot to you, 
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even this kind of disobedience, doesn’t seem to cause God to abandon the dream of 
being in relationship with the people God created.  

In the story of God, disobedient people or people who have been disobedient 
may try to distance themselves from God. 
But, in the divine story, God keeps showing up on the next page  
even with disobedient people. 

 
I believe this theme, more than any other, if we learn it for ourselves, might help us 
in our own lives.  That it could very well change our lives if we understood  

there is a God who loves us in spite of ourselves,  
there is a God that won’t abandon us even when we are at the worst of ourselves 
a God who puts on skin and comes to walk with us when we can’t save ourselves 

 
With this theme alone, I believe the story of god meets the literary qualifications of a well-
developed theme and people will tell you that this is just one of many themes in the story 
of God that might help us in our own lives. 

Now the same literary site says, to be a good story there also has to have an engaging plot 
and that an engaging plot is most often about a conflict or struggle that the main 
characters go through.  

This conflict can be with another character,  
or with the way things are,  
or with something inside the character, like needs or feelings.  
Most often, the characters, in a good story, learn or grow as they try to solve 
their conflict.  

 
And the basic steps in an engaging plot follows a basic pattern: conflict begins, 
things go right, things go wrong, final victory (or defeat), and wrap-up. 
And according to the site, the right-wrong steps can repeat as many times as you’d 
like in the middle.  

First Covenant Church you know a bit about this kind of plot 
 
Again, it seems that in writing the divine drama, God knew a little something about the 
contents of a great story.  

Because if you’re looking for conflict and struggle, you will find it on almost every 
page of the story of God; between people, within people and because of people.  
 
And the main characters do try to grow, with varying degrees of success.  
 
In the story of God, conflict begins 3 chapters in and the right-wrong steps are 
repeated as many times as you can count. In fact, I would argue we’re still in the 
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midst of living out those right-wrong steps, but the story of God does proclaim 
there will be a final victory and it does say God will wrap it all up in the end.  

 
Well-developed theme and engaging plot, check and check. But, if we’re really going to call 
the story of God, the greatest story ever told it has to be filled with memorable characters.  
My particular literary site defined memorable characters as people readers can feel 
something in common with, or at least care about.  

• Adam and Eve. I feel something common with their temptations. Why do I 
always end up standing in front of that tempting tree when there are so many 
others in the garden?  

• David and Goliath. I do often feel like I’m up against something bigger than me. 
And I know you at First Covenant Church and the LGBTQ community gathered 
here today and more broadly, often feel something in common with David 
standing in front of Goliath, when you stand in front of the evangelical church. 

• Moses and the Israelites. Is there anyone who doesn’t resonate with the 
feeling of being stuck in the desert from time to time? Every one of us, if we 
live long enough will know seasons where the journey is hard and is the same 
hard day after day. 

• Jesus’ disciples and their denials or dullness. I am all to familiar.  
• And Jesus, whether you believe in him as your Savior or not, it’s hard not to 

root for the guy, hard not to be sympathetic towards him. Jesus always does 
the right thing, for everyone, and still life doesn’t go all that smoothly, which I 
can kind of relate to, not the always do the right thing part, but definitely the 
“not smoothly” piece. 

Our characters in the divine story must be memorable and relatable, which I think we can 
attest is true. It also says the main characters should have at least one flaw or 
weakness as perfect characters are not very interesting. (My husband would tell you I 
must be very interesting) 

One of the interesting thing about the story of God is that it is packed full of flawed people, 
not one perfect one, well for those of us who believe in Jesus, we believe there was one 
perfect one, but only one. Now, if I were writing the story of God I might have made my 
characters a bit more perfect, especially if the theme I wanted to convey was that 
perfection was a high value. 

But the imperfection of the characters in the divine story, is a real part of the 
story of God, which should keep us all pretty humble about the role we’re 
playing in this unfolding drama, because ain’t none of us doing this perfectly.  
 
And that’s OK. According to the literary critics imperfect characters are what makes 
a story interesting. And we needn’t worry too much because, according to the 
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aforementioned theme of the divine story, it does seem that God’s been in the 
business of holding imperfect people together since chapter three.  
 

I believe the story of God and God’s people is the greatest story ever told.   
And I believe that this is a story that God is not yet done writing,  
that the story of God is an unfolding drama that is yet inviting us  
to become memorable characters in the still unfolding plot, 
memorable characters who are meant to keep living into the story of God. 

 
My concern is that all too often the divine story, as documented in the pages of the Bible is 
turned into just a boring historical narrative, something from the past, that is meant to be 
known, memorized and codified, but that people no longer expect will jump off the pages 
and into real life. 
 

This often happens when we turn the scriptures into creeds and dogma, laws and 
principles, stories from an archaic past rather than an unfolding divine drama and a 
narrative that is still being written today. And so today, in the time I have left, I 
wonder if I could convince you that the Author of this is divine story is still 
writing new psalms, chapter and parables, through our very lives, 

so that no one ever needs to ration the pages because this is a story that God is 
still writing and new chapters are being added every day. 
My friend, you and I are meant to be the memorable characters, 
the people who others can find something in common with; 

and because none of us are perfect, 
and because we are all filled with flaws and weaknesses. 
and because there is tons of conflict, 

I believe this divine story is going to continue to be a real page-turner. 
 
You see, the story of God is not just an ancient drama, the divine story is a present and 
unfolding reality and we’re all part of it.  The movements of the story of God; creation, 
fall, covenants, Christ, kindgoms, laments and restoration are as living and active 
today as they have ever been. 

• Each and every one of us have a creation story. Our lives are not happenstance 
but have been created on purpose and for a purpose. 

• And we are all experiencing the devastating effects of the fall, not just our own 
personal stumblings, but the pain of living in a world that is not working as it 
was designed.  

• And God has made covenants that God is still keeping even when our 
Covenant is broken. 

• And there remains a Savior named Jesus the Christ who is still repairing the 
breach. 
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• And there is a kingdom movement that is designed to set the captives free, 
that is still calling out for us to join in, even in the midst of broken covenants 
perhaps because of broken Covenants. 

• And when we have conflict, with God, with one another and within ourselves, 
this doesn’t mean the divine story has been derailed, remember conflict is 
part of all great stories. However, it does mean we lament and grieve how 
messed up it all is and even though the literary site doesn’t say this, I would 
say some legitimate grief is important to the integrity of most stories.  

• And there is still a hope for restoration, a hope that is just as real today as it 
was when of the divine story was first recorded, tje hope of a new heaven and 
a new earth and the promise of the restoration of all things. And let assure 
that that this is not an ancient or antiquated or outdated hope, but a sincere 
and solid hope that has kept this character walking out her story with God.  

There is a divine story and it is, still today, unfolding in our present life.  
 
And if we will sink ourselves between the lines, I believe we will find,  
perhaps even our previous paragraphs were written for a reason. 
 
And if we will sink our character onto the pages of the story of God, 
I believe we will find even this chapter of our life may have more meaning than we 
can see or understand at the moment. 

 
Because you see we are the parables and the stories that future generations 
will read and so we must consider what divine story the Spirit of God would 
have our lives write. 

 
2 Corinthians 3:2-3 The apostle Paul says to the people of God, 

You yourselves are our letter, written on our hearts, known and read by everyone. You 
show that you are a letter from Christ, the result of our ministry, written not with 
ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of 
human hearts.  

 
Our lives are the letters Christ is still crafting and our stories contain the very messages 
that God is still writing. And so I ask you... 

What are people reading when they open the pages of your life?  
What’s the theme?  
What’s the engaging plot? 
Are you in a right or wrong step? 
Are you the hero or the villain or perhaps a supporting character? 
What do you think God hopes others will learn by reading the pages of your life? 
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Throughout history rabbi’s and preachers have parabolized the lives of every character 
in the story of God. In an effort to share God and the things that God is about, we have 
turned every story and the people in it into a possibility to learn something about God or 
the work of God in the world. In an effort to do this we have taken real people and the real 
details of their lives as lessons from which we can learn 
  

Are you like David in a Goliath situation?  
Like Esther are you in your position for such a time as this,? 
As you travel in the wilderness, do you know the manna of God, have you learned 
how to gather up the new mercies that lie about every morning?  
Perhaps your experience is like Elijah, and God is speaking in a still small voice 
rather than in the midst of this whirlwind.  
Is God testing you like Job and what will be written about your wrestling?  
Like Paul, when the scales fall from your eyes what do you hope you will you see 
that you were blind to before? 
In what ways will people find courage through your story because like Peter you 
stepped out of the boat and stood on stormy seas?  

 
Do you see? We have parabolized the actual lives of every character in the Divine 
Story and I believe God means to do this with us as well.  

I believe our lives are meant to be added to the list of stories through which God still 
speaks. And so when your life is told as the next parable, how will the letter of 
your life point people to God or uniquely reveal the ways of God.  

 
How dare we live our lives without thinking about who might be reading it?  
We must consider who might stumble across our pages? 
 
I proclaim to you today that there are storylines and parables that the Spirit of God 
wants to write on your heart and through your life and only you can play the 
character of you.  

 

And if we are going to enter into the story of God we must know that the most important 
words of our lives are not written with ink but by the very Spirit of the living God, not on 
tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts.  

It is so important that we understand that our lives are what is being written.  
It is equally important that we recognize who is meant to be the Author.  

 
If we are going to be a part of the divine story, we must get the pen out our handsand 
let the Spirit of God scribble all over us.  

 
 2 Peter 1:21  

For prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but prophets, though human, 
spoke from God as they were carried along (pherō) by the Holy Spirit. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Peter+1:21&version=NIV
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Now to be true to the intent of this passage, it is speaking specifically about the words of 
the Bible being written by those who were carried along by the Spirit. But if we affirm that 
the divine story, the story of God is still being written and if we are going to declare that 
our lives continue to be authored by God, we must also be carried along by the Holy Spirit.  
 
The Greek word for this “carried along” movement is pherō   

One way to think about pherō is in nautical terms. 
Pherō is akin to the wind that fills the sails of a ship, pushing it in a particular 
direction - Pherō 

As Christians, we believe the story of God was written by people who had their sails up 
and whose lives were willing to be filled and moved along by the Holy Spirit, pherō. 
Carried along by the Spirit, their lives were pushed in particular direction, pherō 
 
And this movement of Christ will continue to work only if we continue to keep our 
sails unfurled ready to catch the wind and willing to be moved in the particular 
direction the Spirit is moving. 

And if I can add a word of caution we should not claim the wind is in our sails when 
we are the ones furiously paddling the boat. When we do this we are using the 
Lord’s name in vain.  

 
Prophecy, the story of God, both written and still being written, does not have its origins in 
human will. 

I believe this about the scriptures, the Old and New Testaments.  
I believe that God’s Spirit was and is blowing through them. 
However, I think we must also admit that it has human fingerprints all over it.  

 
And this should be encouraging to us rather than discouraging, because it testifies to 
the fact that the Spirit of God can still move our boat, even when all too often we 
have our hands all over the rudder.  

 
The story that God is writing through our lives, the parable that presents itself 
through the story of our lives is meant to be carried along by the Spirit, pherō. 
  And I’m sure that for many of us, many times it is.  

You feel a prompting in your Spirit to go one way or the other and because your sail 
is up you are carried in that direction;  

and a homeless ministry comes to pass,  
affordable housing is built,  
partnerships in the city are established,  
people who are marginalized are welcomed and fully embraced. 
 

Just like the parable of Peter, who followed strict Jewish rules about what he could eat and 
with whom he could break bread.  

But one day the Spirit of God is blowing through and luckily Peter’s sail is up.  
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And as Peter is praying, the Spirit blows into his sail, pushing Peter in an entirely 
new direction. And I imagine the wind of the Spirit must have been blowing really 
hard to move Peter to trust that what God calls clean Peter should no longer call 
unclean. 

 
At first Peter drops anchor and says, “I will never”, but the Spirit keeps blowing and 
eventually moves Peter out of the safety of his four comfortable walls and into the 
life of Cornelius, a gentile, someone whom up until now, Peter had viewed as 
unworthy of God’s inclusion.   
 
It is only because Peter’s sail is up and because he gets his hands off the rudder and 
yields to the Spirit, letting her author this story, that Peter pulls up his boat into a 
port in which he had never before considered that the parable of Peter’s life reads, 
“God shows no partiality between people.” 

 
And according to the scriptures the Spirit continues to blow where she will and the 
question is… 

Is your sail up? 
Are you willing to let the Spirit blow your life where she wills?   
Are you willing to let the Spirit scribble new parables for all to read even if 
it takes you to people that were formerly beyond your comfort zones and 
into ports that were not previously on your agenda?  

 
Now the story of Peter that I have just parabolized is somewhat easy to parabolize 
because the story is written with hindsight.  

I simply do not believe the story would have been told this neatly or 
interpreted so plainly if it was told contemporarily. This story is told with 
hindsight and therefore I believe most likely edits out all of Peter’s actual crazy.  

 
It is important that we understand this.  
 
The story of God was not/is not written as a journal, rather the stories of God are 
written with a Holy Spirit-led-hindsight.  
   

Often we want the meaning of our stories to be clear in the moment. We want to tell our 
stories as if they are already completed, when there is depth of insight that will come only 
after our stories have lived a much longer life. 
 
You know the phrase, “hindsight is 20/20”? 

The scriptures and their interpretations of events, the deep understanding of events 
that is communicated in the stories of the Bible comes in large part because there 
was some time to see how the events would play out, before it was written down, 
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 as well as the Holy Spirit to help interpret the deeper meaning behind the 
 historical events.  
 
Which serves as a reminder that interpreting the theme of the divine story in your 
life is often done better after a bit of time has passed and in deep companionship 
with the Spirit. 
 
For example, when we are close up to our lives it is often difficult to see the big 
picture and it can be hard to interpret what we are actually witnessing. 

 
Like when you were a child and you were given the puzzle of a magnified image and 
were told to try and figure out what it was a part of? And so often the up close image 
seemed like a mystery and then you turned a few pages to the answer and found out 
it was a “fly eye” or a “stencil pencil”.  

 
The meaning or significance of any event in our lives can be difficult to interpret in 
the moment, when we are so close to the actual events and all we can see are the 
facts and can not yet decipher the larger meaning.  

 
It is with hindsight and a little bit of time and distance that we often get a clearer picture 
of what God might be doing in our story, what parable God might be proclaiming.  
 

EXAMPLE: When I walked across the United States twenty years ago, while I was 
walking it out the first time, I preached the parable of my life in a particular way, I 
said boldly,  “This walk is about trusting Jesus so that it can all work out.” 

 
After a decade of struggling with pregnancy loss with some hindsight and more of 
the Holy Spirit, I would proclaim that the parable of my life was about, “Learning 
how to get up and walk my 20 miles even when there was no guarantee that life 
would work out.” 

 
And now I would say that my life proclaims well the parable that, “Sometimes things 
go your way and sometimes things don’t go your way and either way God still walks 
with you down the road.” 

 
The divine story that God is writing in my life and your lives will continue to need time 
and the Holy Spirit for us to begin to understand some of the larger meaning. 

I have absolutely no doubt that there is more for me to know about my 
unfolding life, that there are deeper insights and different revelations 
that I will discover from every event of my life…if I will give God time and 
keep my sail up for the Spirit to fill and carry the writing along.  

And so I keep looking back at the events of my life, not to rehash the 
actual events, but to mine the depths of my life, for meaning beyond the 
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circumstances that have transpired. And in companionship with the 
Holy Spirit I do think I am learning how to interpret some of the deeper 
meanings of God’s work of the character of “me” within the larger story 
of God.   

 
I want to encourage you today that the circumstances and details of your life, they do 
matter to God and the unfolding specifics of your life are important even right now when 
you are close up to them, however,  

I want to also encourage you that with time and the Holy Spirit  
these events and the specifics of them, 
can move beyond just a diary of things that have happened, 
and with the help of the Holy Spirit,  
I believe you will be able to interpret greater meaning and more powerful parables.  

 
And when this happens you will then be able to use your very life  
as a vehicle to tell the very story of God,  
to a world that often thinks that their own life holds no meaning at all. 

 
I have found it helpful to always keep in mind, that a lot of what is happening in our 
lives right now might not meet its meaning for years to come. But that doesn’t mean 
that life is meaningless in the moment, God is at work, from the very beginning, creating 
things in you and through you; good and very good things that just time for the goodness 
to be revealed. 

I know that in the moment it can feel a bit off putting when God, the potter, the 
creator, 
 makes your life into a jar instead of fine china, 

makes your dreams a bowl instead of a vase,  
 makes your plans into a jug instead of a piece of art for a pedestal. 

 
But think about how the jar, the bowl and the jug enter into God’s story just a bit 
later on? What if you got to be the jar that held a miracle, like the jar that held the oil 
that never ran out ? And what if you got to be bowl, that Jesus used to wash the 
disciples feet? And what if you got to be the jug that the woman left for Jesus so that 
he could draw water from the well to be refreshed. 
 
This is why I have found it helpful to always keep in mind, that a lot of what is 
happening in our lives right now might not meet its meaning for years to come 

 
And this can be a struggle for you and I, a generation that wants to know the ending, 
and the reason, and the meaning, right now! 

In the Old Testament God worked in time frames OF 400 years and we want 
an answer and the meaning in under 400 seconds. Would you be willing to 
hang out with the Holy Spirit and just give it some time?  
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One more cautionary statement, like the warning on the pill bottle, before you consume 
this idea, it’s best to understand a dangerous side effect of those who begin to consume 
the idea that God is writing their story. So here it is, 

Just because God can weave meaning out of every single thing that happens in our 
lives I’m not saying God causes everything, I am simply saying that God wastes 
nothing. 

 
Several years back I picked up a young couple who were stranded on the side of the road. 
They were just teenagers on their way from Milwaukee to Green Bay, Wisconsin for his 
mothers wedding.  After I had him check with his mother to make sure it was alright I 
brought them to an exit to see if we couldn’t get some help with their car, the both piled 
into my vehicle.  
 
The asked why I had stopped and I told them I knew a bit about being on the side of the 
road and also because I was a pastor I try to keep my eyes out for people in trouble. The 
young woman responded, “You’re a pastor?” I gathered I didn’t quite fit the part for her. 
But she quickly followed up with, “Well we’ve got question.” 
 
The first question she asked me was, “Does everything happen for a reason?”  

“No,” I said, “I don’t believe that everything happens for a reason, but I do 
believe that God can make reason out of everything that happens.” 
“Well that’s good” she said, “Because I have been wondering if God has a reason for 
my dad beating me.” 

 
We got to the first gas station and the young man went in to ask if their garage was open 
and as soon as he did the young woman asked her second question, “Do you believe gay 
people go to hell?”  

“No,” I said, “I don’t believe that either.”  
And she said, “Hang on, hang on, he’s coming, I’m not saying he’s gay, but I was just 
curious.”  

We never found a garage that could help so I drove the all the way to his mom’s home 
outside Green Bay and then got to stay for the rehearsal dinner. 
 
First Covenant Church you are in the midst of an unfolding story, and there are in fact 
parables that are being written right now, parables whose have not yet met their meaning. 
Can I invite you into a discipline that I believe can perhaps keep these potential parables 
pointing in a positive direction.  

 
Romans 8: 28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, 
who have been called according to his purpose. 
 
This is a verse that has been wielded carelessly by some, spoken in a way that implies that 
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all the unfolding events of a person’s life are God at work and that has implied that God 
complicit with some pretty horrible things. But look at the alternative translation written 
at the bottom of the page 

 
And we are confident that in all things God works with those who love him to 
bring about what is good.  

 
Keep your relationship with God as the forefront, keep loving God and I promise that God 
will continue to work with you to bring about what is good.  
 
Remember, a lot of what is happening in our lives right now, won’t meet their meanings 
for years. Perhaps in some cases the meaning won’t even be extracted until well after 
we’re gone, but I declare to you what I so strongly believe,  

if we keep our sails up, 
and if we keep living our lives in the direction of God, 
there is a strong possibility that someday someone will parabolize them,  
and the story of God will be declared through the very details of our lives, the 
painful, the petty, the problematic and even the parts that seem pointless.  
 

And right now there are plenty of painful, petty and problematic parts in all of our lives, 
but First Covenant Church, I want to proclaim specifically to you that whatever has felt 
torn down or whatever gets torn down, will be rebuilt.  
 
Jeremiah 31:3-4 The Lord appeared to us saying: I have loved you with an everlasting love; I 
have drawn you with unfailing kindness. I will build you up again, and you, Virgin Israel, 
will be rebuilt.  

 
Jeremiah declares, in the midst of the rubble of what has been torn down, that 
because of God’s everlasting love and God’s unfailing kindness, all of the ruins will be 
rebuilt, “You, Virgin Israel, will be rebuilt” 

 
I want you to hear this, because this is a powerful word here. This is powerful because the 
nation of Israel is no virgin. God’s beloved Israel has both given herself to other lovers 
and she has been taken advantage of, by those stronger than her and this is why she is in 
ruins. How can God call her virgin? I was always taught this was sort of a one and done, 
but with God, apparently not.  

Standing in the middle of the ruins in the midst of the painful and problematic, with 
the sound of lament all around, God cries out through the prophet Jeremiah, “The 
restoration work that I am going to do, is going to be so complete that I can, without 
pause, or sarcasm, call you Virgin Israel again. My everlasting love and my unfailing 
love will build you up again, until there is no evidence that any of this has wrongly 
penetrated you.”  
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Complete and total restoration is the birthright of all whose lives are lived with 
their sails up and their bow pointed in the direction of God. 
 
The divine story that we are a part of culminates with restoration, a final victory and a 
wrap up as the literary critics say. And I believe the restoration of First Covenant Church 
Minneapolis will be so complete that you will even be able to claim the final verses of 
Jeremiah 31.  
  
v 38-40 It begins with, “the days are coming,” meaning, this is going to happen.   
“When this city will be rebuilt for me. 
 
As I close take a listen to the re-building plans. 
  

From the Tower of Hananel to the Corner Gate – We don’t know our ancient biblical 
geography, but the original hearers understood that this meant that what God was 
going to rebuild would have a larger footprint than the community that his 
people had previously constructed.  

 
The measuring line will stretch from Gareb to Goah – Gareb is where the lepers sat 
outside of the city and Goah means toil. This means that when God rebuilds God 
does not build around the marginalized and the struggling, leaving them 
outside of the structure. Instead when God rebuilds, the marginalized and the 
struggling will now find themselves safely within the walls.   

 
The whole valley where dead bodies and ashes are thrown will be made holy - God 
will rebuild even in the places that you believed would always be full of death, 
even in the places that have always be strewn with the garbage of this life. 
Even the ash heap and the places of desolation will be made holy.  

 
To quote my former student Cortney Tomczak, who made this powerful 
observation, “God doesn’t say, “Let’s leave all that hard behind and start fresh over 
here where there hasn’t been as much death and garbage. Instead God says, “Watch 
me. I will make this exact place of death and garbage into a place that is holy. I will 
rebuild everything.” 

 
God has loved us with an everlasting love and drawn us to himself with unfailing kindness 
And God will build us up again and we shall be rebuilt. Restoration is the birthright of all 
stories that are lived with their sails up in the direction of God.  
 
So my question for you today is, “Do you have your sail up?” 
 
Are you prepared and open to let your story be carried along by the Holy Spirit, so that 
divine story, the greatest story that God is still telling, can be told through your life? 
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And are you willing to give it some time and to trust and consider that even if you’re 
too close to find meaning in the events of your life in this momen, .that it doesn’t meat 
that things are meaningless? 
  
Because I believe, that if we are willing to give our stories some time and companionship 
with the Holy Spirit that God will waste nothing, that God will make a reason out of 
everything that happens. And through each of us, if our sails are up, the world will get a 
glimpse of a story that is absolutely divine. 
 
 
Benediction 
May the God who loved the whole world so much that God just couldn’t stay away and so 
God put on skin to come and walk with people. 
 
May this God, whom we know most clearly through Jesus Christ, go before you to guide 
the way into a life that perceives the divine story unfolding all around you and even 
through you. 
 
May this God go behind you to encourage you to become a memorable character in the 
story of God, not perfect, but beloved in all of your imperfection. 
 
May this God be above you to watch over you keeping you from misinterpreting both what 
God and circumstances have written. 
 
May Jesus go beside you to be your most intimate traveling companion and may the story 
of his life teach you that even when there are plot twists we can trust that the ending of 
the story will be good. 
 
And may this God go within you to give you the peace that passes all understanding, the 
peace that makes no sense at all, the peace that comes when we re-member that it is the 
birthright of every believer that we will be rebuilt by the everlasting love of God. 
 
  

 

 
 


