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Scripture 
 

1 Does not wisdom call out? 
    Does not understanding raise her voice? 
2 At the highest point along the way, 
    where the paths meet, she takes her stand; 
3 beside the gate leading into the city, 
    at the entrance, she cries aloud: 
4 “To you, O people, I call out; 
    I raise my voice to all mankind. 
5 You who are simple, gain prudence; 
    you who are foolish, set your hearts on it. 
6 Listen, for I have trustworthy things to say; 
    I open my lips to speak what is right. 
7 My mouth speaks what is true, 
    for my lips detest wickedness. 
8 All the words of my mouth are just; 
    none of them is crooked or perverse. 
9 To the discerning all of them are right; 
    they are upright to those who have found knowledge. 
10 Choose my instruction instead of silver, 
    knowledge rather than choice gold, 
11 for wisdom is more precious than rubies, 
    and nothing you desire can compare with her. 
12 “I, wisdom, dwell together with prudence; 
    I possess knowledge and discretion. 
13 To fear the LORD is to hate evil; 
    I hate pride and arrogance, 
    evil behavior and perverse speech. 
14 Counsel and sound judgment are mine; 
    I have insight, I have power. 
15 By me kings reign 
    and rulers issue decrees that are just; 
16 by me princes govern, 
    and nobles—all who rule on earth. 
17 I love those who love me, 
    and those who seek me find me. 
18 With me are riches and honor, 
    enduring wealth and prosperity. 
19 My fruit is better than fine gold; 
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    what I yield surpasses choice silver. 
20 I walk in the way of righteousness, 
    along the paths of justice, 
21 bestowing a rich inheritance on those who love me 
    and making their treasuries full. 
22 “The LORD brought me forth as the first of his works, 
    before his deeds of old; 
23 I was formed long ages ago, 
    at the very beginning, when the world came to be. 
24 When there were no watery depths, I was given birth, 
    when there were no springs overflowing with water; 
25 before the mountains were settled in place, 
    before the hills, I was given birth, 
26 before he made the world or its fields 
    or any of the dust of the earth. 
27 I was there when he set the heavens in place, 
    when he marked out the horizon on the face of the deep, 
28 when he established the clouds above 
    and fixed securely the fountains of the deep, 
29 when he gave the sea its boundary 
    so the waters would not overstep his command, 
and when he marked out the foundations of the earth. 
30     Then I was constantly at his side. 
I was filled with delight day after day, 
    rejoicing always in his presence, 
31 rejoicing in his whole world 
    and delighting in mankind. 
32 “Now then, my children, listen to me; 
    blessed are those who keep my ways. 
33 Listen to my instruction and be wise; 
    do not disregard it. 
34 Blessed are those who listen to me, 
    watching daily at my doors, 
    waiting at my doorway. 
35 For those who find me find life 
    and receive favor from the LORD. 
36 But those who fail to find me harm themselves; 
    all who hate me love death.” 

 
Proverbs 8, NIV 

 
Introduction 
 
1. The last week in March my family had the joy of spending a week together in the Los Angeles, 

California area on a Spring Break vacation. One of our favorite activities was hiking through 
several canyon trails in the Santa Monica Mountains just north of Malibu. Each hike gave us 
different challenges and views. The “Mugu Peak Trail” hike stood out as the most expansively 
beautiful, but also pretty rigorous with an elevation gain of 1,255 feet. The first sixth of a mile of 
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the trail had an 870-foot elevation. This was not mountain climbing, so I don’t want you to get the 
wrong idea, but it took serious effort to walk the trail and especially as we approached the summit: 

 

 
 

At this point we had to lean into the hill and sometimes even use our hands to stabilize ourselves 
because if you slipped, you will probably slide out of control for 50-100 feet with very few rocks or 
shrubs to slow your fall. 
 
In this picture my oldest son Walker is ahead of myself and our youngest son Atley. That brings up 
another thing about the vacation--its official--my sons have begun to surpass my energy levels! 
Every day they pushed to have daily 1-2 hour work sessions at the local YMCA in the morning and 
a two-hour hikes in the afternoon! On the third day of this extreme hiking extravaganza I began to 
wonder if I should have reconsidered going shopping in Malibu with my wife Holly. After two 
consecutive days and a third on the way both Holly and I said, “Are you sure you don’t want to 
break up the routine and go to Disneyland or Universal Studios?” Sort of hoping we could let our 
bodies repair. “No way, let’s save our money and do more hikes” they said. You really can’t say 
anything bad about that! 
 

2. Winded and a little wobbly, we summited the canyon trail and took in the beautiful panoramic view 
of the Pacific Ocean! 
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This experience and image comes to mind when I read about wisdom in the opening verses of 
Proverbs 8:  

 
Does not wisdom call out? 
   Does not understanding raise her voice? 
 At the highest point along the way, 
   where the paths meet, she takes her stand; 
 beside the gate leading into the city 

at the entrance, she cries aloud… 
 

The entirety of Proverbs 8 speaks to the origins and placement of wisdom in the human 
experience, but these few opening verses tell us that wisdom is a threshold encounter. Whether 
atop a high point or at the gate of a city--there is something almost intimidating about wisdom’s 
call. I can tell you that standing at the highest point of the Mugu Peak Trail with the wind blowing 
steadily at least 20 miles an hour and steep edges around our high point plateau, I was not 
comfortable nor at ease in this panoramic space. But, I was in awe of one of the most magnificent 
and far reaching views I have seen in my life.  

 
3. Wisdom. Of the seven virtues (four cardinal and three theological) wisdom is one of the cardinal, 

or preeminent universal human virtues. And, of the cardinal virtues, history has pointed to wisdom 
as the most celebrated of the virtues. Today is the second teaching in an eight part teaching 
series on the classic virtues and vices of the Christian tradition. We have undertaken this series 
because most people ask two basic questions every day of our lives: “What should I do?” and 
“What kind of person ought I become?” The virtues and vices provide a framework to get at these 
questions in practical ways.  
 
We have referenced and leveraged the framework of North Park University professor Karl Clifton-
Soderstrom’s book on this topic and he says this about the tradition of the wisdom virtue: 

 
The “wisdom” of the seven virtues is prudence. Prudence is the English translation of the Latin 
prudentia used by Roman and Medieval Christian thinkers…According to our current 
sensitivities, “prudence” gets coupled with “prude” and “priggish,” which connote excessive 
attention to propriety.  
 
The (history of the word) “prudence,” however, suggests a richer meaning than the present-
day connotations indicate. In its classical meaning, a prudent person possess a brilliance more 
akin to jazz improvisation than a stodgy adherence to traditional codes of conduct.  
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As such, prudence does not look backward but forward. Prudence is (similar) to how a 
musician can be so attuned to the present performance of their bandmates, that they can 
move into the future of the piece by improvising something both creative and fitting. 1    
 

Prudence, or creative, timely and practical wisdom is what we are talking about when we talk 
about wisdom as a virtue. And, though is it the most celebrated and highest of the cardinal virtues, 
wisdom really is grounded in every day life.  

 
4. If, as the writer of Proverbs 8 boldly challenged us to do, we listen to what wisdom has to say, we 

choose wisdom’s instruction, and we learn to love the ways of wisdom, we will see our 
humanness in both positive and humble terms and find connections between the pursuit of 
wisdom and the nurturance of healthy relationships. Wisdom can be applied to everything in life, 
from designing cities to medical breakthroughs, but human relationships are what come before 
and guide all such activities.  

 
We are humans and as Christ followers we are at their best when, out of love for God and others, we 
have wisdom guiding our day-to-day relationships. 
 
A. Listen to Wisdom 
 
1. The writer of Proverbs 8 said: 

 
6 Listen, for I have trustworthy things to say; 
    I open my lips to speak what is right. 
7 My mouth speaks what is true, 
    for my lips detest wickedness. 
8 All the words of my mouth are just; 
    none of them is crooked or perverse. 
9 To the discerning all of them are right; 
    they are upright to those who have found knowledge. 
 

Proverbs 8:6-9, NIV 
 

Our approach to the virtues and the vices has been to pair a virtue with a vice and pay attention to 
key “hinges” between them. Pride is the vice that we have paired to the virtue of wisdom, and the 
hinge is “the question of how understand our humanity.”2 When the writer of Proverbs writes, 
“listen to wisdom and that the discerning are the best listeners,” they are pointing out that those 
who lack discernment just don’t get wisdom, and rarely ever will. Pride is a major block to 
discernment and a hindrance to wisdom. But, this needs some explanation. 

 
2. Just as “prudence” has come to have a different nuance in modern times, so has the word pride 

come to mean more than one thing in the 21st century. It is normal and healthy to be “proud” of the 
way someone we care about accomplishes this or that thing. We can work hard and be proud of a 

                                                
1 Clifton-Soderstrom, Karl (2015-02-04). The Cardinal and the Deadly: Reimagining the Seven Virtues and Seven Vices 
(p. 19). Cascade Books, an Imprint of Wipf and Stock Publishers. Kindle Edition. (etymology and analogous were 
swapped out for ‘history of the word’ and ‘similar’ to simplify the vocabulary for a diversely educated audience) 
2 Credit for the pairing and hinge conceots: Karl Clifton-Soderstrom 
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“job well done.” This nuance speaks to the fact that having a positive self-esteem is important. It is 
good! After all, in the beginning of all things God charged the human experience with “original 
blessing” before human consciousness awakened to “original sin.” The Christian order of things is 
always blessing and belovedness first, then brokenness and sinfulness. It is out of our 
belovedness that we healthfully work on our brokenness. If we get those turned around, we will be 
pulled into a doom cycle of shame.  
 

3. The kind of pride that the virtues and vices tradition frames up is that of pride being the Christian 
soul’s turning away from God and toward the self as a principle. Even more, it is the soul’s fixation 
upon self to the exclusion of all others. Sure, arrogant or aggressive self-confidence signals a 
negative prideful disposition, but it is important to recognize that pride at its worst is explicit self-
centeredness. It has been commonly argued that pride is the fountainhead of all other sin. This is 
because the person who has little to no regard for others, and is driven by self-interest, is likely to 
fall somewhere on the continuum of “not very fun to be around” to “the devil incarnate.” 

 
4. One antidote to pride held up in the Christian tradition is listening and learning from the teachings 

of Jesus and all of Scripture, listening to God’s Holy Spirit as God promises to illuminate the 
meaning of Scripture that sometimes convicts us to think and behave differently, and listening to 
one another about such things in community because in our humanness, we truly need one 
another to keep us on track.  

 
This is very practical advice because these aspects of our tradition tell us that we are indeed 
listening to God’s wisdom when we listen to one another as we are being spiritually formed. Not 
everyone is wise all the time, and not every conversation with others is equally helpful, but we can 
learn and become wise from almost every conversation if we are willing to be good listeners. And, 
by good listeners I mean assuming the humble posture of listening to understand and learn more 
than listening only to respond and resist. 

 
5. As a side note, this happened to me when finishing this sermon. Or, should I say that I did this to 

my wife Holly! We have the practice of reading through the sermon and yesterday when 
approaching this point in the sermon Holly offered an interesting correlation to author Ayn Rynd’s 
book The Fountainhead to this pride conversation and I cut her off mid-sentence with some silly 
counter thought about that book being about greed, and she said, “wait a minute, didn’t you just 
say that pride is the fountainhead of all sin!?”  

 
Teaching on the virtues and vices can be a humbling experience because even at 47 years of age 
I recognize that I have a lot to learn about listening to others. 

 
6. Listening well could be a teaching until itself. It could be an eighth virtue for that matter, because 

truly opening up ourselves to others in conversation requires other-centered-ness. It expects that 
we read body language, listen to the words between the words, or what isn’t being said. And, as 
Christ followers, that we give ourselves to others by showing genuine concern for other people’s 
lives in general, and authentic interest in understanding their point of view in specific. We will 
become more wise if we check our negative pride and listen well to others. 
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B. Choose Wisdom 
 
1. The writer of Proverbs also challenged us to: 
 

10 Choose my instruction instead of silver, 
    knowledge rather than choice gold, 
11 for wisdom is more precious than rubies, 
    and nothing you desire can compare with her. 

 
Proverbs 8:10-11, NIV 

 
Here we are instructed to choose wisdom because even if someone becomes more intelligent and 
even wise over time, the decision to make the wise choice will also be a choice nonetheless. This 
is a really important point about wisdom, particularly in regard to how Christ followers are to 
understand wisdom.  
 
A Christian theologian put it this way: 
 

“Intelligence and reason can be brought to bear in any area of human endeavor, from curing 
cancer to robbing a bank. Wisdom, by contrast, is practical know-how, aimed at human 
flourishing. It is ‘slow knowledge accumulated communally over time. Proverbs and 
Ecclesiastes insist that the human wisdom we need to live well has its source in God’s 
wisdom. To be wise is to live according to the grain of God’s universe.”3 

 
2. The most perfect human vision of God’s grain is Jesus, and I don’t say this casually. Let’s face it, 

in most Sunday school classes, and devotions at the dinner table, if called upon while not paying 
attention, “Jesus” is the default answer. And, Jesus is whom Christians point to for everything 
including our passionate pursuit of being like Christ in our every day life! But, I say that Jesus is 
the most accurate and ideal picture of the grain of God’s universe because in Jesus we see the 
triumphs and tragedies of the human experience on display. Even more, and in sync with the 
writer of Proverbs 8 where the writer attributes wisdom to feminine identity, we see in Jesus the 
feminine voice of wisdom that is infused into all of creation—divine knowledge and spiritual food, 
accepted by some and rejected by others, but true for all. 
 

3. Why is this important to every day life? Because God’s wisdom is an anchor when life stops 
making sense. Here is a tough pill to swallow: being wise and going with the grain of God’s 
wisdom does not guarantee success or power in the way many people measure such things. And, 
living the wise life will not insulate us from pain and suffering. It gives no such guarantees and 
sometimes will even make life more difficult because choosing to do what is wise can come with 
personal cost. Sometimes with great personal cost.  

 
4. Aristotle was one of the great Greek philosophers that preceded Jesus, influenced the teachings 

of the Apostle Paul, and framed the cardinal virtues of wisdom, courage, temperance and justice. 

                                                
3 An Interview with Amy Plantinga Pauw, “Bearings for the Life of Faith” Spring 2016, A Publication of the Collegeville 
Instute for Ecumenical and Cultural Research. 
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Aristotle defined wisdom as “doing the right thing, in the right way, at the right time.”4 This is 
timeless wisdom that goes with the grain of God’s universe because, as Scripture echoes time 
and time again--God is close to all those who suffer, and particularly those who suffer for doing 
the right thing.5  

 
Jesus promised this in the famous Beatitudes of Matthew chapter five where he said that we will 
be blessed by being humble, merciful, pure in heart, and especially if we are persecuted for doing 
the right thing. And, Jesus himself is the ultimate vision of this holy wisdom in his passion, death, 
and resurrection. We are to take courage from the lives of average people as well, because since 
the beginning of time they have given witness to the proximity of God’s presence to those who do 
the right thing regardless of the outcome. God is everywhere, but with mystery and promise is also 
especially present to those grounded and living daily life with the grain of God’s universe. 

 
Listen to wisdom. Choose wisdom. And, the final exhortation of the writer of Proverbs 8 is love 
wisdom. 
 
C. Love Wisdom 
 

17 I love those who love me, 
    and those who seek me find me. 

 
Proverbs 8:17. NIV 

 
1. Those who are in love with something or someone make themselves truly available to that which 

they love. Richard Rohr is a Christian thinker who said this: 
 

“…Wisdom is precisely the freedom to be truly present to what is right in front of you. Presence 
is wisdom! People who are fully present know how to see fully, rightfully, and truthfully.”6 

 
What does this mean? This means many things: 
 

• It means that we are open to receiving the potential gift that any moment of any day has to 
offer. When we have checked pride and hold a view of ourselves that is both positive and 
humble, and we make ourselves available to new experiences and other people, every 
moment of every day…even the lousy days, is ready to give us nuggets of wisdom. 
 

• Being fully present to every moment means being awake and aware to the things that have 
gone right and the things that have gone wrong, the things that are going right and the 
things that are going wrong. And, in such honesty we have both gratitude for the complete 
picture of our lives and a specific willingness to confess our sin to God and others as 
needed, in order to keep short accounts. Wise people know they are sinner-saints! 
 

                                                
4 The full quote of Aristotle is ““Anybody can become angry — that is easy, but to be angry with the right person and to the 
right degree and at the right time and for the right purpose, and in the right way — that is not within everybody's power 
and is not easy.” https://www.goodreads.com/author/quotes/2192.Aristotle (accessed 4-23-16) 
5 Isaiah Chapter 43; “Refuge Psalms”; Matthew 5, etc.  
6 Richard Rohr, The Naked Now: Learning to See as the Mystics See, pp. 59-60. 
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• Loving wisdom in the present moment means loving others in the present moment. 
Because, to be present to others is always a confrontation of sorts. We have to make 
decisions to be curious and not judge, and take things for what they are and not what we 
want to insist they become.  

 
• Wisdom as being present to reality means that God is in the present moment automatically, 

and it is our delight to remain awake to that fact. Sure, Christians confess that Jesus is the 
same yesterday, today, and forever, but we can only know the presence of Christ right now 
because of our human limitations.  

 
2. I could go on. Key to our falling in love with wisdom in the present moment is the hinge of today’s 

virtue and vice pair. The hinge is “The question of how we understand our humanity. ” I have not 
talked explicitly about the hinge but it has woven its way through this teachings. What is important 
at this point is acknowledging that everyone will approach the hinge with a different nuance based 
upon our unique journey toward wisdom. 
 

3. My personal struggle with pride and turn toward wisdom pivots most emphatically on my 
understanding of vulnerability. During the Lent teaching series leading up to Holy week I talked 
about my personal struggle with perfectionism. On some days it just eats me alive. And, I have 
come to realize that my pursuit of perfectionism is a subconscious reach for power and control. 
Mentally, I know that such a reach is an illusion and unhealthy. Not to mention impossible. My 
personal journey toward leading a more present and wise life is to embrace vulnerability.  

 
What do I mean by vulnerability? 

 
Writer David Whyte says this: 
 

“Vulnerability is not a weakness, a passing indisposition, or something we can arrange to do 
without; vulnerability is not a choice, vulnerability is the underlying, ever present, and abiding 
under-current of our natural state. To run from vulnerability is to run from the essence of our 
nature; the attempt to be invulnerable is the vain attempt to become something we are not and 
most especially to close off our understanding of the grief of others. More seriously, in refusing 
our vulnerability, we refuse the help needed at every turn of our existence and immobilize the 
essential, tidal and conversational foundations of our identity.”7 

Conclusion 

Vulnerability is my personal theme and healthy answer to the question of how I understand my 
humanity. It helps me in day to day wrestling with pride, and it helps me be more present to wisdom. 
What about you? I am going to ask a series of questions to give you a few moments to be reflective 
about what I have shared. 

• What form of vain pride do you wrestle with the most?  

• How does that effect your relationships? And, what wisdom are you missing because of it? 

• How awake are you for the present moment?  
                                                
7 http://www.onbeing.org/program/david-whyte-the-conversational-nature-of-reality/transcript/8581#main_content 
(accessed 4-23-16) 
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• Are your thoughts constantly consumed with other things when you are talking to others? Do 
you look past people?  

• What is your answer to the question of how you view your humanity?  

• Do you have a balance of self-love, God love, and love of others?  

• What is your personal theme that might help you hinge from pride to wisdom? 

• Is it? 
 

-Letting go of the fear of the unknown? 
-Acceptance of what is? 
-Forgiveness? 

 
These are important questions to consider in the days ahead. Whatever your answers are to these 
questions, we are all urged to listen to wisdom, choose wisdom, and love wisdom in every moment of 
our human existence.  

Prayer 
 
God of wisdom and all virtue, show us the details of the grain of your universe so that we may flow 
with its contours. Reveal to us the places where vain pride is limited our vision. And, when life 
requires courage and resolve to live more authentically into your wisdom we pray for your strength to 
follow through.  
 
In Jesus’ name. Amen 
 
 
Benediction 
 
As the new week begins, may we view our humanness in positive and humble terms, and find 
connections between the pursuit of wisdom and nurturance of healthy relationships. 
 
Go in peace. Amen.  
 
 
 


