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All In, Pastor Judy Peterson, First Covenant Church Minneapolis, February 17, 2019 
Scripture: 1 John 5:6-12 
 
Have any of you had a miscommunication via text? I have a Samsung phone and it has Swype 
technology, where you don’t have to individually touch each letter, but instead you run your 
finger across the screen over the letters in the correct sequence and it makes a good guess at 
what you are trying to say. With this Swype technology, if I’m not careful Pastor Judy often 
ends up being either Patriot Judy or Pirate Judy. And way more often than I am comfortable 
with, I send a text that says “Oh thank Hod”, “Hod is so good”. And I’m sure that people have 
rightfully wondered who this good and faithful Hod might be? 
 
Miscommunication often happens when we miss-text the wrong words. But miscommunication 
can even happen when all the right words are there. This is because the same words can often 
mean different things. Take “Mom got prego” as an example. This can either mean mom is 
expecting another child or that you’re going to get spaghetti for dinner. And even when you 
manage to text all of the right words and there is only one meaning for each of those words, if 
we don’t know the tone behind the text, we can easily hear something that wasn’t there at all or 
miss something that was.  
 
“Come!….OVER HERE.” Perhaps there was a treasure found and wild beckoning to come and 
see. “COME OVER HERE!” Perhaps there was anger in response to resistance. Perhaps there 
was an invitation, with a hint of intimacy, given over a lover’s shoulder, “Come over HERE”. 
Or a whiney child, with the stomp of a foot, wanting a parent or a sibling to attend to them, 
“Come OVER here.”  
 
The same words, with the same meaning, said in a different tone, with different timing from a 
different posture hold a different meaning. In fact, communication studies have confirmed that 
only 7% of any message is conveyed through the actual words. 38% of the message is 
communicated through certain vocal elements – a tone of voice or an emotion expressed. And a 
full 55% of communication is done through nonverbal elements such as facial expressions, 
gestures, posture, proximity and body language. Let this sink in. Only 7% of communication is 
about the words. The actual texts communicate only 7% 
 
This is interesting as we come off of Valentines Day this week. Randi Gunther, wrote about this 
in Psychology Today in an article entitled Rediscovering Love. He writes that the written word 
alone, especially when expressed in any sort of abbreviation, cannot possibly convey the subtle 
nuances that accompany more fragile intimate messages. Abbreviated texts simply cannot 
translate complex emotions for us. An accurate emotional connection relies on facial 
expression, voice intonation, body language, and the sharing of metaphysical energy. He goes 
on to say that even the reading of emotions, when face-to-face, requires practice and frequent 
checking in to see if what your partner actually heard was even close to what you intended to 
communicate. Without embodied feedback, misunderstandings multiply exponentially, and our 
assumptions can soon become our truths. 
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It’s no wonder then that there is so much miscommunication these days when 73% of 
American adults use text message as their primary form of common communication and most 
of us send an average of 41.5 text messages every day. So much of our communication is 
happening through text alone and when we communicate only in this truncated, way there is 
bound to be misunderstanding, which is why we now add emojis, bitmojis, and GIFs all in an 
attempt to flesh out the text.  
 
What we conclude, is that the most likely way for words to be “heard” in the way they were 
intended, is for them to be embodied, for words to be attached to eye-contact, body language, 
tone of voice, and proximity. Which is one of the reasons, I believe God put on skin and came 
in body to come and walk among us. When God came in the body of Jesus he came as a Living 
Word to embody and flesh out what God was seeking to communicate; to reveal to us the 
intonation and implications of the texts of God.  
 
Because you see, since the beginning, only a few people had ever walked, actually walked 
intimately with God. The Biblical text says that Adam and the woman walked in the garden 
with God an seems to imply that it was a type of embodied experience, but since then, no one 
had seen God’s face. God’s people experienced God in a pillar of fire or in a cloud. God’s 
people experienced God through the parting of seas and manna from heaven. They “heard” God 
through the Ten Commandments and it seems a few prophets had an ear tuned to the intonations 
of God’s actual voice. But no one had had the opportunity to read God’s actual body language. 
Moses did see his back, but he did not see his face. And how much body language can you 
really interpret with only a backside? 

God’s people had not since the very beginning, experienced 100% communication with God; 
they had not had eye contact with God, most had not heard the nuances of his actual voice and 
nobody had been able to watch God’s body language as God’s word was communicated. As a 
result God’s people had often missed the fuller meaning of the texts and God’s people had 
often, as my mother says, “put the emPHAsis on the wrong sylLAble”. And often, perhaps more 
often than not, these limitations in communication led God’s people to misunderstand who God 
was and what God was actually trying to communicate.   
 
Having the tablets of stone, the pillar of fire, the parting of the seas, the provision of manna and 
the voice of the prophets, it all said something about God, but none of it communicated the 
fullness of God. And so about 2000 years ago the Eternal Christ, who Christians identify as part 
of the Trinity; Christ, who has always existed, wrapped himself in skin and was born to a 
woman named Mary and was named Jesus. Jesus the Christ was declared to be the Living Word 
and his embodied life fleshed out what God was seeking to communicate. 
 
For the first time, God came to walk among people in a body like ours. God was embodied. 
God was not longer just known as a Spirit or a cloud or a bunch of texts. God took on a body 
and became a Living Word. 
 
You have been studying together the book of 1 John, which begins with these words,  
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That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our 
eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning 
the Word of life. 2 The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to 
you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. 3 We proclaim to 
you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our 
fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 4 We write this to make 
our joy complete. 1 John 1: 1-4 

	
God took on a body, a body that people could hear and see and touch with their hands, so that 
people could encounter the full revelation of God through a Living Word. God would now 
speak with people face-to-face, so that God’s people would be less likely to misinterpret God’s 
texts. Jesus embodies the text, to communicate to the world what the Word looks like 
when it finds you, embraces you, looks you in the eye, loves you to death, rescues you, and 
calls out to you that there is more life for you if you will simply follow in his footsteps. 

God went all in, to the body of Jesus. And the Christian faith hinges on this truth, that this 
putting on of flesh, what we call the incarnation, was not a parable or just a good story. Rather, 
when the Eternal Christ put on the flesh of Jesus, what people encountered was the full 
revelation of God (Col 1:15, 2:9). 

In	fact,	the	entirety	of	the	book	of	John	and	of	1	John	is	a	defense	of	the	incarnation	of	God	
in	the	body	of	Jesus	against	those	“liars”	who	proclaimed	that	God	had	not	actually	come	
in	bodily	form	through	the	person	of	Jesus.	1	John	is	a	book	of	witness	to	a	God	who	did	
not	remain	far	off	and	aloof,	but	rather	out	of	his	great	love,	emptied	himself	of	his	
divinely	privileged	place	and	came	to	us	in	the	flesh.	And	today	our	passage	from1	John:	6-
12,	proclaims	God	has	come	and	has	come	through	water	and	blood	like	every	other	
human	and	that	this	is	the	core	of	the	good	news,	news	that	leads	us	to	a	never	ending	
supply	of	life.		

	
God	came	to	us,	through	the	water	and	blood	of	a	woman	in	labor.	Our	God	was	birthed	
into	this	world	just	as	we	were.	Because	of	this,	we	can	be	confident	that	our	God	knows	in	
the	flesh,	what	it	feels	like	when	we	are	being	squeezed.	Our	God	can	also	personally	
testify,	that	if	we	hang	in	there,	we	will	be	delivered	into	a	more	expansive	place.		

Our	God	lived	in	the	reality	of	water	and	blood.	Our	God	new	the	smell	of	rain	on	parched	
earth,	and	the	anticipation	it	brought	of	things	soon	to	spring	up	out	of	the	earth.	You	see,	
our	God	understands	seasons	of	drought	and	new	life.	Our	God	was	a	child	once	and	I	
imagine	that	on	more	than	one	occasion	experienced	the	blood	of	a	skinned	knee.	You	see,	
our	God	can	empathize	with	a	fall.	

1	John	5:6	says,	Our	God	came	to	us	through	water	and	blood.	Our	embodied	God	knows	
what	it	feels	like	to	wade	into	the	waters	of	baptism	and	our	God	knows	the	grace	of	rising	
from	the	waters	to	hear	the	words,	“you	are	my	beloved	child.”	And	Jesus	knew	what	it	
was	like	for	his	sweat	to	turn	to	drops	of	blood,	on	the	ground	of	Gethsemane.	He	knows	
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what	it	is	to	agonize	over	the	suffering	his	ministry	required.	Because	he	came	through	
water	and	blood	we	can	be	confident	that	the	agonizing	parts	of	ministry	are	not	
necessarily	agonizing	because	we	are	sinful,	but	quite	possible	because	we	are	faithful.		

Jesus’	life	testifies	to	us	through	the	waters.	Jesus	knew	the	waters	of	stormy	seas,	and	
water	at	a	wedding	turned	into	wine	and	a	cool	cup	of	water	drawn	from	a	well	by	an	
outcast	woman.	Because	of	this	we	can	be	confident	our	God	knows	in	an	embodied	way	
the	feeling	in	our	gut	when	we	are	riding	wild	waves.	Our	God	knows	what	the	wait	feels	
like	before	the	waters	change	into	the	site	of	a	miracle.	And	Our	God	knows	the	grace	of	a	
stranger	with	a	cool	up	of	water	when	we	are	ever	so	thirsty	while	we	wait.	And	Jesus	life	
testifies	to	us	through	his	own	blood,	shed	on	the	cross	to	bring	peace	to	people	who	had	
felt	that	they	would	forever	be	separated	from	God	by	what	they	had	done	or	left	undone.		

Christ	went	all	in	to	the	human	experience	through	the	body	of	Jesus.	And	through	this	we	
can	know	a	God	who	did	not	just	give	us	texts,	but	gave	us	his	life;	so that the fullness of 
God could be revealed to people through an embodied word, so that we would no longer have to 
wonder what the texts really meant, because people could see, and hear, and touch the full 
revelation of God through the person of Jesus Christ.		

Jesus Christ, the full revelation of God, is what we are still seeking. And the Bible testifies 
through its texts that it remains possible for each of us to encounter this full revelation of God.  
We can yet today, meet Christ. And meeting Christ, not simply reading the text, is the end goal.	
In fact, early Covenant people proclaimed boldly that the biblical text is simply the altar at 
which we meet Christ and cautioned people from settling for a word when we are meant to go 
all in and encounter the Christ. 	

Again from our text today, 
And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his 
Son. 12 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not 
have life (1 John 5:11). 
 

Eternal life is not given by the text. The text testifies to eternal life, but the text is not our 
Savior. Eternal life is found in the Son of God alone. How easy it is, for those of us who have 
the written word; to settle for the word, to idolize the word, to make the word the end game. It 
is as if we have forgotten that the good news of great joy that was for all people, is that God so 
loved the world that God came. The good news is that God put on the flesh of Jesus and came 
through water and blood as the full revelation of God; to show us what the word looks like 
when it finds you, embraces you, looks you in the eye, loves you to death, rescues you, and 
calls out to you that there is more life for you, un-endable life for you, if you will only follow in 
his footsteps. 

The Bible contains good news, but our life, our full and un-endable life, is not found when 
we go all in to the text, but rather when we go all in to the life of Christ.  God has given us 
never-ending life and this life is in his Son. Just as Christ, went all in in joining us in our lives, 
so we are invited to go all in in entering into Christ’s life. The life that we are entering into with 
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Christ is an embodied life as well. This is not an invitation to just ascent to a particular set of 
beliefs or a logical, defensible set of texts. This is an un-endable life that finds its full 
revelation in a body. 

The biblical text, no matter how sacred and holy, and the words on its pages, no matter how 
clear, are not the full revelation of God. And the biblical text proclaims the limits of its 
proclamation in John 21:25, Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of them were 
written down, I suppose that even the whole world would not have room for the books that 
would be written. And again in John 16:12-13 when Jesus proclaims, “I have much more to say 
to you, more than you can now bear.  But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you 
into all the truth. The Bible is not the full revelation of God, only Christ revealed through a life 
of water and blood in Jesus, the yet encounterable Christ, is the full revelation of God.  
We have the gift of sacred words written on pages, but these words cannot embrace you, 
they cannot forgive you, they cannot walk with you, they are not a member of the Trinity, 
they are not God and they cannot replace a real relationship with the Living Word, Jesus 
Christ. 

The biblical text is simply the altar to which we come in the hopes of meeting God, and we 
must not replace the worship of God with the worship of the altar.   

Almost 100 years ago David Nyvall, an early Covenant pastor and theologian was living during 
a time when the Christian church was feeling threatened by theories of evolution. The defensive 
response of many Christians during that time was to proclaim that people shouldn’t read what 
the world was discovering, but that they should instead immerse themselves in the Biblical text 
alone. The text was to be the sole arbiter of what was true or possible and if you were to be 
considered a true Christian fundamentalists proclaimed that you must believe every word of it 
literally.  

Nyvall, who was a professor at North Park Theological Seminary, was drawn into this 
controversy when he, in very Covenant fashion, proclaimed that Covenanters did not have to be 
literalists. Covenanters did not have to believe that the sun literally stood still during a particular 
battle recorded in the biblical text nor was one’s Christian faith determined by one’s belief or 
lack of believe in whether or not the miracles literally occurred as written. The miracles, Nyvall 
said, where method or mechanism that Yahweh in the Old Testament and Jesus in the New 
Testament used to convince people that Yahweh was the one true God and that Jesus was the 
Christ.  

Nyvall said, the miracles were a means and not an end. Some people saw the miracles and came 
to believe that Yahweh was God and that Jesus was the Christ. Other people saw the miracles, 
believed in the miracles and could articulate everything about the miracles, but never came to 
believe that Yahweh was God or that Jesus was the Christ. And still others never even saw the 
miracles and still came to believe that Yahweh was God and Jesus was the Christ. It was the 
middle category, Nyvall said, that was the worst off. Those that believed in the miracles, but 
never came to know the Christ.  
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So, I believe it is with the Biblical text. The Bible is a means and not an end. Some people will 
read the biblical text and come to believe that Yahweh is God and that Jesus is the Christ. Other 
people will read the biblical text and be able to recite everything that is in the biblical text, but 
will never truly encounter God. And still others will never even open the Bible, will not be able 
to quote one passage, and still they will encounter Jesus the Christ. It is the middle category that 
is the worst off. Those who know the Bible, but who never really know a real relationship with 
God, as found in Jesus Christ. 

As	C.S.	Lewis	has	said,	“It	is	Christ	Himself,	not	the	Bible,	who	is	the	true	word	of	God.	The	
Bible,	read	in	the	right	spirit	and	with	the	guidance	of	good	teachers,	will	bring	us	to	Him.	
People of God let us love the text, but let us not worship the text in a way that we miss the 
Christ. And if we can agree that the end goal is an encounter with a living God, let us not use 
the text in way that keeps others from encountering the God who put on skin to embrace us, to 
forgive us and to walk with us. 

It is the embodied word that changes peoples lives and it is the embodied word that gives us the 
full revelation of the text, a revelation that may very well have a tone or body language that 
changes the entire meaning of the words we have read. This change in interpretation is exactly 
what happened the first time God gave his letters legs. The embodied Christ gave a whole new 
understanding to the words that people had “known” forever. 

Let me offer a few examples. The original sacred texts of Israelites, were in their own language 
of Hebrew. As a result Israelites assumed that communication from God was ever and only 
always just to bless Israelites. But when God came in the body of Jesus, he offered words of 
blessing to people who were not Israelites, and in doing so he brought a more full revelation to 
the text. Jesus undoes the miscommunication that God only had a desire to speak to a certain 
kind of people.  

Because the Hebrew texts communicated God was powerful, people interpreted that to mean 
that if they were going to be like God, they too needed power. But when Jesus came, he did not 
seek power nor associate with it. Rather, he hung out on the outskirts of town with the 
powerless and less influential. Jesus road into town like a pauper on a donkey, not on a white 
horse like a king. Jesus he knelt in front of people and washed their feet like a servant and then 
he laid down his whole life in front of them and for them 

God, in the body of Jesus, reveals the fullness of God. Yes, God is powerful and he knows that, 
that’s why he doesn’t need to prove it. And so Jesus with his own body corrects the textual 
miscommunications about power, that power must overpower in order to be powerful. 

 
Jesus knew that the Father had given him authority over everything and that he had come 
from God and would return to God. So he got up from the table, took off his robe, wrapped a 
towel around his waist, and poured water into a basin. Then he began to wash the disciples’ 
feet, drying them with the towel he had around him (John 13: 3-5). 
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The sacred texts of the Torah had led God’s people to behave as if being religious was the end 
game. After all, the texts do talk about, going to the right services, abiding by the right laws, 
following the law and staying holy. One of the most clear and easily enforceable is found in 
Exodus 20:8, “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.”  

Now the word for holy is qadowsh. Qadowsh means to cut or divide, to be separate and 
different from all others. The people had read the text, memorized it, believed it and never 
questioned it because it was in stone. The texts words were clear and according to what 
everyone knew, there was only one meaning behind them. But what the people didn’t know was 
the body language behind the text. This is why they began to believe and behave in a way that 
declared that being qadowsh, being Holy, was about being separate from unholy people.  

But when Jesus came, as the full revelation, he revealed to the people of God, through not just 
text, but body language what holy really looks like. 

One Sabbath Jesus was going through the grain fields, and as his disciples walked along, 
they began to pick some heads of grain. The Pharisees said to him, “Look, why are they 
doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath?” 
 
He answered, “Have you never read what David did when he and his companions were 
hungry and in need? In the days of Abiathar the high priest, he entered the house of God 
and ate the consecrated bread, which is lawful only for priests to eat. And he also gave 
some to his companions.” 
 
Then he said to them, “The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath. So the 
Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath.” Mark 2:23-28  

 
The Sabbath was indeed meant to be qadowsh, holy and set apart. But it was not meant to be 
holy and separate in a way that kept people from being blessed. The Sabbath was meant to be 
qadowsh, holy different, in a way that brought blessing to all people 
 
And Jesus continued to push this point, by continuing to bless people on the Sabbath, 
“breaking” one of the most foundational rules of the religious. Jesus continued to challenge all 
those who loved the words of their written text and the traditions that came from them so much, 
that most of them missed the Living Word right in front of them.   

Another time Jesus went into the synagogue, and a man with a shriveled hand was there. 
Some of them were looking for a reason to accuse Jesus, so they watched him closely to 
see if he would heal him on the Sabbath. Jesus said to the man with the shriveled hand, 
“Stand up in front of everyone.” 

Then Jesus asked them, “Which is lawful on the Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, to save 
life or to kill?” But they remained silent. 
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He looked around at them in anger and, deeply distressed at their stubborn hearts, said 
to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He stretched it out, and his hand was completely 
restored. 

 
God came in the flesh, as a full revelation in the person of Jesus, to end the religious 
miscommunication that the law is more important than loving people. Jesus revealed the text’s 
truest intent, the law was not meant to exclude or to judge, but rather to lead people into an 
encounter with a living God 

It is important for us to understand that Jesus did not eliminate the text. All the letters are still 
there as Jesus said in Matthew 5:17-18, 

Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to 
abolish them but to fulfill them. 

Jesus did not eliminate the text, instead Jesus became the full interpretation of the text. Through 
Jesus we can see clearly that if the law was used to keep people from an encounter God and if 
the text caused people to curse one another it clearly meant that the texts had been 
misinterpreted.  

Jesus came to reveal what the law looks like, not just when it is followed, but when it is 
fulfilled. If Jesus had not gone all in to human flesh, we could have interpreted the text any way 
we liked. We could have combined verses in any fashion that fit our fancy. We could have 
interpreted verses to make ourselves feel special, powerful, privileged and appointed as other 
people’s masters. We could have chosen to interpret the text in a way that makes other people 
feel small, excluded, unrighteous and enslaved. But because Jesus went all in to the human 
experience and became the full revelation of God, we now have to live the text like Jesus 
fulfilled the text.  

We can no longer just accept human testimony or interpretation as the final word, because 
God’s testimony concerning his Son is greater (1 John 5:9) And God’s testimony is that Jesus is 
the full revelation of God. And so, if we believe Jesus is the full revelation of God, we simply 
cannot have second class citizens among us. If we believe Jesus is the full revelation of God, we 
simply cannot have masters and slaves. If we believe Jesus is the full revelation of God, there 
simply cannot be women at wells that we simply walk by.  

And a beautiful thing happens when the text is fulfilled rather than just followed it brings never 
ending life or un-endable life.   

And	this	is	the	testimony:	God	has	given	us	eternal	life,	and	this	life	is	in	his	
Son.	Whoever	has	the	Son	has	life;	whoever	does	not	have	the	Son	of	God	does	not	have	
life.	(1	John	5:11-12)	

	
I	love	the	written	word	of	the	biblical	text,	but	it	is	the	Living	Word,	Jesus	Christ	that	has	
brought	me	an	un-end-able	life,	a	quality	of	existence	that	even	deaths	cannot	destroy.	It	is	
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the	Living	Word	that	has	convinced	me	that	the	deaths	of	this	life,	will	not	get	the	last	
word	in	the	face	my	resurrected,	never	ending,	un-endable	life.		And	certainly	the	little	
death	of	the	loss	of	my	credentials	has	no	chance	against	the	promise	of	un-endable	life.	
	
And	this	un-endable,	never	ending	life	is	available	to	whoever	wants	this	life.		

Whoever	has	the	Son	has	life.	(1	John	5:12)	
	
I	love	these	kind	of	big	inclusive	words.	Whoever.	Whoever.	Whoever. Do you know what 
whoever means in the original biblical Greek? It means, whoever. Whoever wants to experience 
an all in, un-endable life, a life where the Living Word, embraces you, and looks you in the eye, 
and loves you to death, and rescues you, and calls out to you that there is more life for you if 
you follow in his footsteps can have it. Whoever. 

Whoever here today, would like this kind of life, I want to proclaim that the God who loved the 
whole world so much that he put on skin to come and walk with us, this three dimensional God 
is offering us so much more than a two dimensional belief system. In Christ, is an embodied life 
that is the full revelation of life. And it is available to whoever would like to know the full 
embrace of our embodied God. 

Perhaps you have found it difficult to come close to this embodied God. Perhaps, previously 
this has been a difficult invitation for you to receive, because when the people around you 
embodied God to you, they communicated a lack of embrace through their intonation, lack of 
proximity, and failure to make eye contact. Or perhaps because they attached their own 
emotions to it, laced their own fears into it, and placed their own desire for control over it.  
Maybe you have heard the text spoken so angrily over you, or perhaps with such harsh clarity 
that it cut you open and gutted you, or perhaps the text was spoken with the intent of 
communicating that “whoever” did not include you.   

My prayer for you is today is that you might hear the actual voice of Jesus Christ, that God 
might come to you in a posture that communicates that you are one of his favorites, just like 
everyone else, and may it undo all previous intonations. In your encounter today may the full 
revelation of God communicate to you through the intonation, the emotion and the posture of a 
good and gentle shepherd to a sheep saying, “Come with me, I know where there are green 
pastures and still waters”. May you hear the voice of a patient Rabbi, to a sinking disciple, 
“Why did you doubt? I’m right here. Take my hand. I know you’ve walked on water before. 
We’ll try again later. For now, let’s rest in the boat a bit.” May the full revelation of a God who 
put on skin to sit in the dirt alongside us, speak so gently and optimistically to you, “Don’t sin 
anymore, you’ll feel better if you stay out of the dirt”. And may you hear today, the true 
intonation of a Savior who, when he was hanging on a cross being crucified by those who were 
threatened by the way he was embodying the text, said without pause or hesitation “Forgive 
them, for they do not know what they are doing”. 

PRAYER 
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God there is so much miscommunication these days. We confess we are so often part of that.  
And God the texts are so often misunderstood, both those we send to one another and those we 
have received from you. Help us to hear you in the text, tune our hearts to your intonation, the 
lilt of your voice, the grace of your life. Help us to remember that all our texts, even our most 
sacred ones, are just a means toward the end of having an actual encounter with you. Teach us 
to live your words with your body language, to speak your words with your tone of voice 
And to witness to your words with your grace. 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
Every benediction that I have given for the past 20 years has begun with the words that affirm a 
God who went all in in order to walk with us. And every benediction has continued with a call 
for all of us to go all in in walking out this faith in an embodied way. May it be so again today.   
 
May the God who loved the whole world so much that he went all in and put on skin to come 
and walk with us; 
 

Go before you to guide the way into a life that loves the word, but is all in to a relationship with 
Jesus Christ; 

Go behind you to encourage you that there is a full revelation for you and that you should never 
settle for less than that; 

Be above you to watch over you, keeping you from worshiping a two dimensional interpretation 
when you have a three dimensional Savior; 

May this Jesus go beside you as your most intimate traveling companion, may you walk so 
intimately with him that you learn the lift of his voice and the grace of his steps. 

May our Jesus go within you to give you the peace that passes all understanding, the peace that 
makes no sense at all, the peace that comes when we are confident we are one of God’s 
whoevers.  
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6	This	is	the	one	who	came	by	water	and	blood—Jesus	Christ.	He	did	not	come	by	water	
only,	but	by	water	and	blood.	And	it	is	the	Spirit	who	testifies,	because	the	Spirit	is	the	
truth.	7	For	there	are	three	that	testify:	8	the[a]	Spirit,	the	water	and	the	blood;	and	the	
three	are	in	agreement.	9	We	accept	human	testimony,	but	God’s	testimony	is	greater	
because	it	is	the	testimony	of	God,	which	he	has	given	about	his	Son.	10	Whoever	believes	
in	the	Son	of	God	accepts	this	testimony.	Whoever	does	not	believe	God	has	made	him	out	
to	be	a	liar,	because	they	have	not	believed	the	testimony	God	has	given	about	his	
Son.	11	And	this	is	the	testimony:	God	has	given	us	eternal	life,	and	this	life	is	in	his	
Son.	12	Whoever	has	the	Son	has	life;	whoever	does	not	have	the	Son	of	God	does	not	have	
life.	(NIV)	

	

	

	
	
	
.		
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


